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of the Government, which, as other mem-
bers have pointed out, may have certain
bad results.

Hon. J. K. Brown: It could m have
worse results than we now have.

Hon. J. NICHOLRON: [t is for us to
consider whether jt is wise to pass this Bill
into law. What ought to be done is that
the Government, it they find the present
law is not sufliciently strong to prosecute
with success in the case of these alleged
offences, should tighten up the sections of
the Act se as to prevent these oceurrences.

The Honorary Minister: We could noi
get the witnesses.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1t would never
do to say that a man should be charged and
convicted without a fair trial.

The Honorary Mimister: Quite so.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Every man is
entitled to a trinl. We must not deny any
man justice. We would be doing wrong in
passing the Bill as it 5. The only thing
for us to do is to support the amendment.

Amendment (six months) put and a div-
ision taken with the following result:—

Ayes .- - .. 10
Noes g
Majority for 1
. AYES.
Hon. J. Duflel] Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon. V. Hamersley (fon, J. Nichoison
Hon. E. H. Harrls Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hin. H. J. Yelland
Hon, A, Lovekin Hrn. E. Rose
{Teller.)
NOES,
Hon. A, Burvill flon. J. W. Kirwan
Hon. J. Corpeil Hon. W. H. Kitsen
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon, A, J. H. Saw
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. J. R. Brown
Hon, J. W. Hickey (Pelier.)
Pams.
Aves, Noka,
Hon. F'. E. §. Wilimoty Hon, J. E. Dodd
Hon. J, Ewing Hon. T. Moore

Amendment thus passed; Bill rejected.

House adjourned at 9.8 p.m.

Tegislative Hesembly,

W ednesday, 25th Octover, 1925,

Pa
Questions ; S&ock train, hleelmt.ham Mld,land June- .
tio . .

Jury, Murder rinl’ . I T

Stock knspector, Appomtmeut. u
Hills of Sale Act Amendment 11, Select Commlttee,

Lxtension of time ... . 1]

Motion 1 Parlimnentary Allowance, to incresse e U
Annual Estimates * General debate uoncluded Votes

and items discussed ... . T

The SIPEAKER took the Chair at 4.
P, and read prayers.

QUESTION —STOCK TRAIN, MEEEK
THARRA-MIDLAND JUNCTION.

Mr., MARSHALL asked the Minister £
Railways: 1, Is he aware that the avera
time occupied by the speecial stock train fro
Meckatharra to Midland Junction is -
hours? 2, If se, will Le have investigatio
made immediately with a view to ensurii
a more expeditious service?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS )
plied: 1, Yes. 2, In the summer time-tabl
whirh comes into operation on the 30th pro
imo, arrangements have been made for tra
loads of stock (o be conveyed from Meek
tharra to AMidland Junction in 36 hours
minutes.

QUESTION—JURY, MURDER TRIAI

Hon. &. TAYLOR (for Mr. Teesdal
asked the Minister for Justice: 1, I's he awa
that 2 section of the Press reported th
cheering could be heard from the jury whi
they were considering their verdiet at a
cent murder trial? 2, 1f this is correct, w
he arrange a long vacation for those prese
from again acting in o similar capacity?
Will be endeavour in future to prevent sw
exhibitions in courts of justice at all event:

The MINISTER WOR JUSTICE replie
I, No. 2, Whether {he oceurrence took pla
or not, in any event it takes about five yea
to exhaust the wetropolitan jary list and th
return to the same jurors. 3, Courts of ju
tice are held with proper decorum, hut he
as elsewhere nervous tension is, on exce
tional ocensions, lable fo show itself.
regards the jurv, on retiremnent to econsid
their verdict they are locked in the jury roo
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and no one can approach them or tamper
or interfere with them in any way; and
their conversation and conduct are abso-
lutely untrammelled.

QUESTION—STOCK INSPECTOR,
APPOINTMENT,

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for
Agrienlture: 1, Were applications recently
invited for the position of stoek inspector
in the Gaseoyne distriet? 2, If so, in what
newspapers was the position advertised? 3,
How many applications were received
from-—(a) Returned soldiers with the quali-
fications of a veterinary surgeon, (h) quali-
fied vetivinary sargeons, and (c¢) returned
soldiers unqnalified? 4, Was an appoint-
ment made? 5, What qualifications had the

appointee us to partieular knowledge of
sheep ¥

The MINIST'ER ¥OR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, No, 2, Answered by Neo. 1. 3,
(a} A number of written applications were
received, none of which disclosed that appli-
eants were returned soldiers or had any vet-
erinary qualifications. (b) Answered by (a).
{c) Answered by (a). 4, Yes. 5, A
thorough knowledge of stock; also of the
distriet. Tt is pointed out that the appoint-
ment was made with the sole objeet of
cleaning the sheep of the distriet of lice
and tick. Veterinary qualifications were,
therefore, not essential.

BILLS OF SALE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL SELECT COMMITTEE.

Ertension of Time.

On motion by Mr. Davy, the fime for
hringing up the report was extended fer twa
weeks.

MOTION —PARLIAMENTARY ALLOW-
ANCE, TO INCREASE,

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [4.35]: T move—

That in the opinion of this Houze the Par-
liamentary allowance made to members is in-
adequate and should be immediately inereased.
T do not feel called upon o anologise to the
puhlie for moving this motion. On soveral
oceasions I have been adversely criticised by
the Press because I had the temerity or cour-
age when speaking on the Address-in-reply
to =ar that the Parliamentary allowanee
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was inadequate. Affer their eriticism, I ask
them to be fair and publish the reasons that
actuate me in moving the motion to-day.
1 shall endeavour to convince every fair-
minded person in the State—as I am sure
1 shall convince every mamber of this House
—that the motion is justified. 1 shall en-
deavour to prove that the allegation that this
is a dishonest salary grab from the Treasury
is not founded on faet. Like nther seetions
of the community, membhers of Parliament
are fecling the great drain on their resources
in consequence of the ever-increasing cost
of living and other expenses, and more par-
tienlarly does this apply to mambers who do
not reside in the metropolitan srea. The ses-
ston each year usnally lauts fur six months,
and during that time contry membters have
to reside in a lodging-house or an hotel. T do
not think I am wrong in stating that three
guineas per week is the least a member would
spend on that acconnt. This means that most
country members have to keep {wo homes
going for six months in the year. 1 am
justified in stressing che difference vetween
Parliamentarians and other sections of the
community. The people of this State sub-
seribe liberally to charitable and other ob-
jects. After a business career of over 30
years in this State I maintain (hat the bas-
iness people of Western Australia give more
liberally to chariiable lastitutions than do
any other section of the community. They
give freely and spontaneously. The differ-
ence between Parliamentarians and mer-
chants or business men is this: Every busi-
ness man provides for expenses ineurred
doring the year. His donations to charit-
able and other canses are added to the cost
of the wares he sells, just as are his insur-
ance and advertising costs, but if anyone
says that a member of Parliament can pass
on his donations to any other section of the
ecommuuity, I should like te know how it
may be done. 1 am not aware of any way
in which sueh ealls on a member's pocket
ean be passed on. That is why I say Par-
liamentarians are differently sitvated from
merchants and business people. My ecou-
stituents expect me to keep in close per-
sonal touch with them by paying visits to
the district at frequent infervals. To
illustrate what this involves, at the last
week-end I motored between 160 and 170
miles visiting agricultnral shows, and I
know that other country members have
done likewise. Had it been necessary for
me to hire a motor ear to cover the dis-
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tance, it would bave cost me at least £10.
Fortunatelv, some friends asked me to
accompany them, and so 1 was spared that
expense. Daring the couple of years that
have elapsed since the last election, 1 have
found it necessary to expend considerable
sums in order to traverse my electorate
from one end to the other. This brings
me to a point  wish to stress, namely, the
value that the State derives from mewmbers
visiting the people and seeing the aectivi-
ties in progress in the outback areas of
this huge State. All members of Parlia-
ment, whether representing metropolitan
or country districts, should wake frequent
visits to other constituencies, because the
knowledge thus acquired would assist them
materially in dealing with the legislation
that comes before the House. I am satis-
fied that many members have travelled the
couniry largely as I have done during the
13 or 14 years that I have representcd
Wagin. Many metropolitan members have
aceepted my invitation and travelled as
much as 300 miles to Lake Grace, Newde-
gate—before it was settled,—Lake Pin-
grup and eother districts, and each of those
members on his return to the city has
thanked me for the opportunity to make
such an instructive trip. T know that
other c¢ouniry members have arranged
similar visits. Members of Parliament are
unable to engage in other kinds of work,
principally owing to the enormous corres-
pondence that a country member hasg to
conduct with his constituents. The people
from the country make periodical visits to
the city, and it is only natural that their
Parliamentary represeniatives, after hav-
ing assisted them to transact the business
that brought them to town, should invite
them to lunch or other refreshment at
Parliament House or at one of the hotels,
After a member has met all those calls, he
has to stand the racket of an eleetion and
face the music every three years. 1 do
not know what it costs members individu-
ally to fight an election, but T have often
heard the amount stated at £99 19s. 11d.
In all seriousness, while some members
may be fortunate enough to get throughb
an election on {hat expenditure, I venfure
to say that in many of the electorates
owing to the vast distances to be traversed
and the enormously increased cost of
transport and other expenses, it would be
below the mark. .JAnpother phase of Parlia-
mentary life is that the fiekleness of public
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opinion is sometimes expressed through the
ballot box, leading a member outside the
walls of Parliament notwithstanding that
he has carried out his duties honourably,
faithfully, and with mueh ability. He is
thrown on the tender mercies of the labour
market, where, after many years of ab-
sence from his original calling, be may find
it difficult to get back into harness. The
payment of an allowanee to members of
Parliament has gone far past the stage
where it can be argued whether the allow-
ance is justified or not. If the people de-
sire representation, they must make the
remuneration adequate, so that a member
of Parliament shall be enabled to perform
his duties in a manner above suspicion. In
some countries of the world members of
Parliament have been adjndged guilty of
dishonourable conduet, by accepting bribes
or what is known in America as “graft.” 1
believe there are in this State some men
who say that they do not want payment
for Parliamentary services. 1 hope and
believe that the majority of the people of
Western Ausiralia would not aceept mem-
bers of Parliament without remuneration.

.1 bave in mind a concrete case bearing nn

the point. I was horn in the Vietorian
town of Warrnambool. During the late
seventies and early eighties the laws of
Vietoria were made by & number of men
without remuneration. Just ahout that
time the goldfields, which had attracted
so many people from the Qld Country to
Vietoria, began to peter out. Having come
from agricultural parts of the Old Land,
those people were desirons of settling on
blocks of their own in Vietoria. A good
many of them went to the Western Dis-
trict, where, as everybody knew, some of
the best land in Australia was to be found.
Nearly all the rich land, however, was in
the hands of a few men known as squat-
ters, who held it under Jease from the
Crown at a nominal rental. The people
desirous of obtaining some of that land
raised an agitation, which eventually he-
came so strong that the Vietorian Parlia-
ment passed a measure enabling them to
apply for blocks on the holdings of the
squatiers. I was too young to remember
all the incidents of that period, but I
do well recolleet that men like Sir
Brian O'loghlen, and also, if T am right,
Sir John O'Shannassy, and other very
worthy citizens of Vietoria, were respon-
sible for puiting an end to the government
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of the Victorian people withont salary.
Some of the men who graced the halls of
the Legislature at that time were these par-
ticular squatters, and they saw the writing
on the wall. However, they showed them-
gelves very cute. They put their heads to-
gether—so it is alleged by men of the
calibre of Sir Brian 0'Loghlen, whom every-
one esleemed-—and got all their boundary
riders and jackaroos to lodge applications
on the date fixed for their receipt. I be-
lieve the advertisement calling for applica-
tions contained an intimation to the effect
of “First come first served.” The squatters
got their boundary riders and jackaroos to
dummy for them, After a year or two the
jackaroos and boundary riders transferred
their right, tiile and interest in the blocks
fo the squatters. At that time a seetion of
Jand in Vietoria was 640 acres, being the
maximum area any one person was allowed
to select. Many of the selectors, owing to
the heavy nature of the soil and other ex-
pensive features, were glad to take up a
half-seetion, comprising 320 acres. My
point is that the land formerly held by
those few squatters now carries a very large
population. I feel convinced it was the
best thing that ever happened for Victoria
when payment of members was introduced
there, and 1 hope that any agitation by
any section of the people of this State for
the aholition of payment of members will
meet the fate it deserves, The guestion
whether £400 per annum with uncertainty
of tenure and unavoidable expenses is
enough to justify any man in coming for-
ward is one I desire to ask the publie.
How far does £5 go now in comparison
with what it would purchase, say, ten years
ago? T venture to assert that from 20 to
25 per eent. more could be bought with it
ten years ago than to-day. Rents and all
other costs have risen. T hire a little ecot-
tage in the pleasant suburb of Subiaco, and
I pay £2 15s. per week for the use of that
cottage. Tt is furnished very plainly, but
it swits me. T think it will be agreed that
after one buys the necessaries of life on
top of paying rent, there is very little left
out of one’s £8 per week, especially having
regard to all the other ealls,

Mr. Teesdale: Twelve pounds for a snit
of clothes makes a hole in it.

Mr. STUBBS: I come now to Press eriti-
cisms, and [ desire to sfress this phase of
the matter. The writer of an article argu-
ing the impropriety of members increasing
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their own salaries quoted o hypothetical
parallel case. The brilliant writer likened
my present proposal for increasing the sal-
aries of members of Parliament to the case
of a manager having been engaged by a
werchant for o period of three years and
raising his own salary during the currency
of that term.
My, Teesdale: Terrible!

Mr. STUBBS: I contend, and with every
justification, that the two cases are nof
analogous, though the parallel may appear
an interesting argument. 1 ¢laim that mem-
bers of Parliament have entered into no
such contract. Parliament has always fixed
its own remuneration, ever since the time
that constitutional government was granted
to Western Australia. Members have come
forward for seats in the Legislature in ac-
cordance with the Constitution, nnder which
Parliament hag the duty of deciding all
public questions. DMembers of Parliament
aceept the full vesponsibilty for such de-
cisions, and that means that they do not
ask for any dietation. A member would,
in my judgment, be just as wrong to vote
for an increase in which he himself did not
participate as for one in which he partiei-
pated. In its issue of the 20th of this
month the same newspaper criticised the
proposal to increase Parliamentary allow-
ances. I answer that critieisin by declaring
that all members who vote for an inereasge
will answer the cuestion of propriety be-
fore their masters at the next election.
That is the check, I contend, on all legisla-
tion and all administration. If my motion
should be carried, no inercase can be made
unless the Government take the responsi-
bility of recommending it. It is safe to
say that the leaders of no party in this

State would wreck their party’s future
and their own futwre by an action
which they thought the m:jority of
the electors would condemn. A review

of the various stages of payment of mem-
bers in this State may be interesting, The
first Act for the payment of members was
aszented to on the 5th December, 1900, and
the amount, £200 per annym, was made
retrospective fo the opening of the session,
namely the 15th Angust. A second increase
was made at the end of 1910 or the be-
ginning of 1911, when the amount was in-
creased to £300 per annum. The third in-
crease was initiated on a motion moved by
the memher for Coilie (Mr. A, A. Wilson),
and was agreed to on a vote by 20 to nine,
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A cowparison of the paymwents made to
members of Parliament by the BEastern
States and by the Commonwealth is also
worth giving. Memhers of the House of
Representatives and of the Senate receive
£1,000 per anpum. Members of the New
South Wales Legislative Assembly receive
£875 per annum, while the members of the
Legislative Couneil of New South Wales,
which is a nominee House, receive no pay-
ment.

The Minister for Works:
that here!

Mr. STUBBS: Xo fear! In Vietoria,
Upper House members receive £200 per
annum, and Assembly members £500.
Queensland has no Upper Honse, and mem-
bers of the Queensland Assembly reccive
£300 per annum, In South Australia mem-
bers of both Houses receive the same re-
muneration, €400 per anoum, and in Tas-
mania the pavment is £300. The Parhia-
ment of New South Wales hag only recently
restored Judee Edmond’s fixation of £875,
which the Fuller Government reduced. It
is interesting to note that the Fuller Gov-
ernment werc defeated at the election fol-
lowing the reduetion. That may have heen
a coincidence.

The Premier: The only man in the Fed-
eral Parliament whe opposed the increase
tost his seat. He did not even collect the
money, but he was defeated,

Hon. G. Taylor: After he was defeated
he drew his back time.

The Premier: Yes, he drew the arrears,

Mr. STUBBS: I would remind hon. mem-
hers that of the members in our Parliament

Let us imitate

whn voted against an increased allowance,

cnly one remains.

The Premier: .And let him beware, who-
ever he ig!

Mr. STUBBS: Of the 16 members who
votel against an inerease in the Federal
1lovse, five are now no longer members,
There seems to be an unfortunate eurse npon
thoze members who oppose inereaces in sala-
rier. In moving the motion, I anticipate
ti:af the newspapers will endeavour to shir
nn feeling amongst the electors. For mv-
~elf, T do not eare a twopenny stamp for the
eriticism qf newspapers.  After all, the
erificism is merely that of one man sifting
in an office.

Mr. Marshali:
paid.

Mr. STUBRS: Such a newspaper writer
is entitled to express his views and he is paid

And he is usuaily well
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Zor doing so. May 1 ask the writers of such
articles in the Press some questions?

The Premier: And without notice, too.

Mr. STUBBS: I would ask the writer of
the article in the Press to which I have ru-
ferred, what was his salary in 1920¢ I
would agk him lo tell me then whether he
ls not agifated for, and reecived, a big
merease in salary since that date. If my
information is ecorvéel, leader writers and
reporters on the newspapers are now re-
cewving mch higher remuneration to-day
than are members of Parliament.

The Premier: Much more, And we say
nothing about the value of our services!

Mr. STUBBS: 'They are receiving much
wore than thev did in 1920,

Mr. Lindsay: Perhaps they do wmore
work.

Mr. STUBBS: Do newspaper reporters
have the same obligations and calls upon
their purses as do members of Parliwment?

Mr. Teesdale: They cannot sell their
papers without contributions.

Mr. STUBBS: I will give the newspapers
something else to go on with! I have reeol-
iections of the newspaper proprietors noti-
fring the publie during the war period that,
owing to the high cost of paper, and to
other increased burdens, they were compelled
to double the price of the daily newspapers.

The Premier: That is the stuff to give
them.

Mr. STUBRS: The war terminated seven
vears ago and the public still have to pay
2. for their morning and evening papers.

The Premier: Duvspite the fact lhat the
price of paper ha= fallen by quite 300 per
cent.

Mr. STUBBS: 1 desire to act fairly.
Will the newsparers explain the reason for
this position?

Tke Premier: You will have to give
notice of that question.

The Minister for Agricaliure:
about the advertizements, too?

Mr. STUBBS: In the eourse of an article
wnme weeks ago, adversely criticising my re-
forence to the inadequate salaries paid io
members of Parliament, the “Sunday Times"”
said, “If Stubbs is not satisfied with his
salarv, why does he not get out?” That was
what they said, or words to the same effect.
Did the “Sunday Times” go out of circula-
don when the expense incurred in running
the paper rose s0 high? Were they so pat-
riotie? T think not. They passed the in-
creased eost on to the publie.

What
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The Premier: And at the price, the
“Sunday Times” claims to be the biggest
paper of the lot.

Mr. Marshall: The “Sunday Times™ wonld
bave gone out of business if W. J. George
had got hold of them.

Mr. STUBBS: I admit that the “Sun-
day Times” did not increase the price of
the paper to the same extent as the daily
newspapers did. However, the increased
mices still remain. No one in poiitical Jife
will object to fair eriticism. The members
of my family told me that T would be foolish
tu move sueh a motion. They told me that
I would be a marked man. I prefer to be-
lieve that the good sense of the majority of
the electors in my constiluency will not turn
me down because T have the conrage to say
that £1 to-day will not go as far as £1 did
10 years ago. | hope hon, members will sup-
port me in that contention. T should like to
peint out also that on Monday might I wae
chatting to a group of sensible farmers at
Kukerin. I mentioned that it was my in-
iention to move this motion, in order thal
the salaries of members should be inereased.
Among the men were two or three who——

Mr. Teesdale: Dropped dead!

Mr. STUBBS: There were two or three
who read and think a good deal. They said
to me, “We don’t blame you, becanse the
present allowance is insufficient, consider-
ing the high cost of living and other iner-
dental expenses.” Those men expressed ap-
proval of the proposition. May I eall the
atiention of hon. members to the opinion
cxpressel in the leading-columns of one of
the: principal newspapers in Australia? I
utention this in anticipation of newspaper
entieism. On the 156th May, 1920, the Syd-
ney “Daily Telegraph” referred to this ques-
tion and I ask hon. members to bear the
statements of this newspaper in mind be-
caunse they are significant. This is what the
newspaper stated—

We do not support the contention that mem-
bers have no-right to raise their own salaries.
There is nobody else to deal with the gues-
tion of members’ pay but members themselves,
who are there to treat this matter on its
merits, the same as any other coming within
the ambit of Parliamentary jurisdiction, As
to the demand that they should first get the
taxpayers’ authority, there is nothing in that
either. How could they get any wore anth-
ority than they receive when elected to do the
duty which ordinarily devolves upon s repre-
sentative of the people. Under our present
system of party government, fo make this

question an issue at a general election, so that
the result would show how much and how little
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the country was willing to pay its representa-
tives, is a practical impossibility.

Mr. Marshall: That is right, teo.

Mr. STUBBS: 1 commend this view to
the critics of this guestion in the local news-
papers. Lo reply to the last sentence of the
article in the “Daily Telegraph,” it may be
argued that the difliculty cap be overcome
by a special referendum on the proposal for
an increasse. To this it may be said that a
r¢ferendum can be taken, but what intelli-
gent answer can the elector give as to what
is the proper remuneration to be paid to a
member of Parliament? Quite a number
of them would vote in much the same manner
as the Greek who voted for the banishment of
Aristides, and gave as his reason that he
was fired of hearing Aristides being cailed
“a just man.” Many would also vote against
an increase on the ground that the member
of Parliament was getting at the present time
£8 a week, whereas he, the voter, was only
receiving £4, £3, or £6 a week. He would
ask why a mwember of Parliament should re-
ceive a higher wage than he did. The re-
sponsibility must be taken by the member
himself. He eannot, if he recognises his re-
sponsibility, vote for a referendum to be
taken on the subjeet for, by so doing, he
would practically admit that be was nof
worthy to be a member of Parliament or to
lake the responsibility of deciding far more
important questions than those merely of
£ s 4. T trust that the motion will receive
the unanimous assent of the House.

MR. CHESSON ({Cuc) [5.10]: I second
the motion which has been so ably proposed
by the member for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs). I
bave never been diffident in private life in
putting up a case in favour of an increase in
my wages, and 1 do not see why I shonld
have any diffidence in endeavouring to put
up a case for an increase for members of
Parliament, now that ¥ am in this Chamber.
1 wish to make no disiinetion in the course
of my remarks between members who repre-
sent eity and country constituencies. I real-
isc that a member of PParliament, if he is to
be in a position to deal with the various
measores that come before him in a proper
mannet, should fravel sbont the State so as
fo get in touch with the requirements of the
varions parts. In many instances we are
agked to visit constituenscies and we have to
refuse, because we eannot afford the expense
involved. We bave to decline invitations
from varions sources, parlienlarly when rail-
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ways are required in agricultural areas, and
we have to refuse on this score. When we
take into consideration the extent of some
of the electorates, it will be seen how this
affeets hon. members, IE a man lives in Cue
and has to travel through his electorate, go-
ing through Mount Sir Samuel, Lake Darlot
and other places, it means a journey of about
1,000 miles, all of which has to be done by
motor car, The cost of living since the last
increase was agreed to, bas gone up consid-
erably, A man who represents people in
Parlinment has to keep up appearances and
that makes for added expense. He not only
has to keep up his personal appearanece but
he has to travel a good deal and incur other
expenses, Members of Parliament have obli-
yations and expenses that have not to be
incurred by the ordinary citizen. Then again,
members of Parliament have to keep two
homes because, during the time Parliament
is in session, they must be in the city. There
is other expenditure that has to be incurred
in  connection with their work. Then,
of course, there are the elections that
are held every three vears. We know
that, according to the Aect, a member
is allowed to spend up to £100 for ex-
penses.  When one has  conducted an
clection, there is none of the £100 left. It
must he remembered that a member who has
been in the House for a number of years
loses touch with his calling in private life, and
s0 when he leaves the House he is unfitted to
resume it. Again, no one but 4 member has
any idea of the numerous monetary calls
made upon a member. He is praetiealiy
compelled to grant donalions everywhere even
to the neglect of his own personal comfort,
for he has to give far more than he can
afford. Probably there will be eriticism
through the Press, and it will be contended
that members have no right to inerease their
own salaries wilhout a mandate from the
people. Bui members have no other tribunal
save Parliamen{ to go to. When members
realise that their salaries are inadequate, the
only remedy they have is to increase those
salaries. In New South Wales on one ocea-
sion Mr. Justice Edmonds was asked io fix
the remuneration for members, and he fixed
it at £875. If there were a tribunal to which
members could go. it might be reasonable to
say that it was indecent for members to
inerease their own salaries. However, since
we have no tribunal other than Parliament
itself. and since we know that our salaries
are inadequate, surely it is for us to inerease
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them! 1t does not trouble me in the least
what the P’ress way bave to suy against it.
1 know the salaries received by members to
be absolutely inadequate, and lurtber that we
are entifled to an increase if we are to re-
present our constituencies as they should be
represented, Qur constituents expect ns to
visit them frequently, and economically we
cannot do thal on the remuneration we re-
ceive, 30 § say we shall be justified in inereas-
ing our salaries, I give the motion my full
support. I am prepared to go back to my
constituents and justify my attitude and vote
ot this question.

MR. DAVY (West Perth} [520]: I
suppose members will suggest that I am
what is called in the vernacular “a hit of
a nark” beeause 1 do nob agree with the
motion. However, I am not going to be
deterred from expressing my views on it.

Mr. Stobbs: You are quite free to ex-
press your views. I do not mind.

Mr. DAVY: Two problems are involved
in this motion. The first is, is the proper
remuneration of a member of Parliament
more than £400 per annum? The second
is, are members of Parliament entitled to
give themselves an inerease, if the answer
to the first question be in the affirmative§
I submit that the answer to the first yues-
tion is extraordinarily diffieult. It is diffi-
eult to determine just what is the job
of a member of Parliament. Tt differs
enormously with the constitueacies repre-
sented.

Myr. Panton: Quite right.

Mr. DAVY: Also it differs immensely
with the temperament and mental capacity
of each member. The job can be almosi
anything a member likes to make if, o
likes to allow his constituenis to make if
for him. There are constituencies thal
expect their member to be a kind of retail
buyer, guide, philosoper and friend, chear
lawyer, employment broker, and {o render
almost every other conceivable serviee thal
can be extracted by one human being from
another. Whether or not it is the job of
a member to submit to that, must he for
each member to determine for himself
Again, a member who represents a con
stitueney sueh as that of Kimberley has ar
entirely different job from a member like
me, representing West Perth. I am unabls
to see how we can put the joh of the mem
ber for Kimberley and mv job in the sami
category.
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Mr. Lambert: You are one of ihe fortu-
nate nnegs.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, but not the only one.
It i very gifficult to decide what our re-
muneration should be. Of couwrse the
public have a quaint idea that Parlimnent
governs the country; they think that the
real (lovernment are assisted in the gov-
erning of the country by us. We know
that we do not govern the country, that
all we do in the House is to—

The Premier: Rather hinder the govern-
ing of the country.

Mr. DAVY: Perhaps so. However, all
that we do is to permit the real Govern-
ment to extract any money they require
and to give them any legislation they think
necessary to the governing of the country.
That function of course was the original
function of Parliament, and stil] to a larwe
extent remains so. Tt is undoubtedly
changing slowly. The writing would ap-
pear to be almost visihle on the wall, pre-
dicting the time when members of Parlia-
ment will be performing «quite different
functions from those they perform now,
It may be that in time we shall actively
assist in the governing of the country.
But when that times comes, of counrse there
will have to he fewer of us, and it is
obvious that we shall regmire to have
rezular hours of work, and make the job
a job in the sense in which the man in the
street understands the job to be to-day.
As it is, one has only lo look around the
House any night in the week to realise
that a lot of members, whatever their con-
stituents may require of them, and what-
ever they may de apart from their actual
Parliamentary duties, do not make a job
of attending the House or earrying out
the fanctions they are supposed to carry
out in the Hounse, if those functions are any
more than voting on divisions. Suppose
we assame that the remuneration is, at any
rate for a number of members of Parlia-
ment, insufficient; how much more ought
it to be? What standard shall we set up?
Are we to estimate it on the value of the
services, or are we to put it on the ground
of the need of the member of Parliament
to keep np & certain standard of life and
live comfortably withont at all endeavour-
ing to earn monev from an outside source?
Clearly that cannot be so if we are o
lump all members together. TUnder that,
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the job of the member for Kimberley
would tend to become a whole-time job.

Mr. Lindsay: He represents not cattle,
but people.

Mr, DAVY: But obviously he has to go
fo Kimberley at frequent intervals and
that must cost him a great deal of money.
He gets a free pass up as far as Wind-
ham, but after that he has to make his own
way, prebably by an expensive motor ear,
across his constituenay.

Mr. Lambert: His allowance should be
doubled.

Mr. DAVY: Well, I could raise no argu-
ment against it. But in the case of the
member for Bast Perth and the member
for West Perth 1 see no reason why we
shonld receive any more than we do now.

Az, Lambert: You could he ¢ut down by
50 per eent.

Mr. DAVY: We cervtainly could. As an
allowance to make up any loss I may snffer
throngh heing in Parlinment, and to meet
any extra expense to which I may be put,
perhaps £200 would be adeqnate; that,
both for the member for East Perth and
for me, and perhaps for the member for
Canning also, In passing I point out that
we do not receive a salary now; we receive
an allowance. That term “allowance” is
always used in reference to reimburse-
ment of expenses rather than (o payment
for services rendered. If it be impossible
to differentiate between members of Par-
liament, then perbaps an inecrease would
be justified to help those members not so
fortunately situated as the member for
East Perth and I. As to the question of
whether we are entitled to give an increase
of allowanee to ourselves, it is truly said
there is no one else who ean give it to ns.
Therefore, it is urged, we are cntitled to
do so.

Mr. Stubbs: Tt has always been so since
Responsible (overnment.

Mr. DAVY: But T do not believe that
hecause a wrong thing has been done
ahways it must always continue {o be done.
T am going to propose a measure wherehy
the remedvy may he forthecoming without
any wrong beinz done. On this question T
cannot look upon members as managers of
a business, who are entitled to raise their
own salary. T have not heard of the man-
acer of any business who is given power to
raise his own salary. Tf he did se, the
owner of the husiness would come down
preity severely npon him.



[28 Ocroser, 1925.]

Mr. Lambert: A solicitor usually assesses
bis own value when compiling bhis own
costs,

Mr. Marshall:
who employ him.

Mr. DAVY: The laws of the land control
the fees that the lawyer may charge, and a
special official, whe is paid a bigh salary,
is in an office in the Supreme Court ex-
pressly for the purpose of taxing the bills
of solicitors. I look upon members more as
trustees. We have the power to pay to our-
selves what we like. ls it, however, right
for us to do so without giving the henefi-
clnries of our trust, those who bave accorded
us that power, an opporiunily first to de-
cide whether or not they agree with. us?
it is obviously iapossible to put the matter
to the people before some steps are taken.
No Government could go to the country,
and have as one of their planks the raising
of the allowances to members of Parlia-
ment. The other side, provided it had been
cunning enough not to adopi the same
plank for itself, would use that as a stick
with which to beat the Government side.
The sound, proper and logical method
would be to increase the ailowances to
members, and make that increase operate
only in vespect of the next Parliament that
1= elected. We should then have achieved
our object, and the public could express
their approval or disapproval as they
thought fit. No party question conld arvise,
beeause we would all be in it, or a sufficient
number ol each party would be in it to
keep it from being a party question. Qur
consliluents counld only show their disap-
proval by selecting some person who was not
a member of either pariy. 1f the people
have the sense that we always pretend they
have, no candidate who was opposed to the
increase in the allowance, could possibly
have any success against the honest and
cflicient sitting member. T move an amend-
ment—

To the sorrow of those

That the words ‘‘is inadequate and should
be immediately increased’’ be struck out, and
“ishould be revised’’' he inserted in lieu,

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) {5.33]: I
reeref that a private member should have
hrought forward this metion. Tf the Gov-
ernment consider that the allowanee should
be increased, as they will have to take the
responsibility  for paving if, they should
have fathered the matter from the begin-
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ning. It is a difficult question to approach,
It is a matter as to whether members arc
to look upon their positions in Parliameni
in a it iz to he ve-
garded in that light, and members do their
duty by the State and their electors, the
sum that is termed a Parliamentary allow.
ance is certainly insufficient. I do not, how.
ever, think (hat was the intention when
payment lo members was first introduced.
The allowance is not a salary; it is a sumr
granted to members for the payment of
exp.enses. Most members have other call-
ings. T have the greatest sympathy for
those who have no other source of income
than their allowance. Many calls are mads
upon members, but for at least a period of
six months they are at liberty to follow
some other ocecopation.

professional light. 1

Mr. Latham: A member has his Parlia
mentary duties to attend to all the year,

Mr. Heron: How could a member d¢
what you suggest if he had an extensivi
electorate to visit?

My, THOMSON? T have an exiensivi
electorate, but T am not drawing compari
sons on that point. It that were to he th
hasis of our allowance, a member in the ta
North would receive a larger salary., If th
prineiple were extended to the Federa
Parhament, the member who now repre
sents Kaleoorlie would be drawing mor
than the salaries of all the members repre
senting New South Wales and Vietoria
The present salary was aecepted by mem
bers for the period for which they weni
elected.

Mr. Sleeman: And you will not aecep
any more?

Mr. THOMSON: When wembers wer
elected for the life of this Parliument the!
offered their services to the Siate. 1f the
had looked at the posilion from the mone
tary point of view T believe that quoite 1
larze number would not have offered the
services. Most members gave their service
to " the State with a genuine desin
to  assist  the eountry. It would b
belter that for the life of this Parlia
ment the allowance should remain as i
is, namely, £400 a year. It the Governmen
thoucht fit to inerease the allowance, thi
could be done in time for the next Parlia
ment, and the incoming membhers could re
ceive the higher remuneration. If the posi
flon of a member is to be looked upon i
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& professional light, nndoubtedly the salary
is guite inadegnate. Thai, however, is not
the way in which the matter is generally
viewed. 1 must, therefore, oppose ihe motion
and the amendment.

MR. NORTH (Ciaremont) [5.41]: 1
congratulate the member for Wagin (Mr.
Stubbs) on bringing forward this motion.
It has eome at an opportune time. The
public life of this State is in yveat danger.
Not only is the publie life suffering from the
general disrepute in whieh it is held, but the
attractions of office both in Parliameni and
in conneetion with local bodies are so few
that it is difficult te induce people to seek
positions, When 1 look round the House and
sec the great talent that is displayed here, I
regard it 05 a marvellous thing that so many
men have been attracted to this position. The
first question to be decided is whether a mem-
ber should give his whole time to his Parlia-
mentary duties. I eonsider he should do so,
although it is not done to-day.

Hon. (1, Taylor: A country member has
to do so.

Mr. NORTH: If a politician is to be of
any nse to the sonntry, whether as a Minister
or a private member, not only has he to give
np the whole of his vear to the duty, bnt he
has to spend some time in Dbecoming ae-
quainted with the position. As a neweomer
I can see that much time must be devoted
to acquiring a knowledge of the teechnical
side of the position. It has been argued that
politicians should be amateurs, as a’ set-off
against the professional pelitician. The idea
of amateur politicians, however, is a thing
of the past. T eannot see that we shall da-
rive any benefit from having as members
gentlemen whe may give part of their {ime
to their duties, and look upon the positinn
more in the nature of a hobby at which they
may pass a pleasant evening.

The Premier: That is a thing of the pasi
the world over.

Mr. NORTH: 1t is a thing of the past
even in Great Britain. The time has coma
when we may regard memhers of Parliament
and members of local bodies as members of a
profession. If it is to be a profession we do
not want it to be regarded as the most de-
graded and contemptible of all.

Mr. Davy: You would have to make the
salary £2,000 a vear then.

Mr. NORTH: The question is a difficult
one. We want to aitraet the highest intelli-
genee in the community. That is very much
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the position to-day, but we cannot be sure
thai it wiill always be so.

Mr. Thomson: You do noi think that by
increasing the salary £200 a year you
are going to get better representatives

Mr. NORTH: There is a vast difference
to-day between the standard of the average
Irederal politician and the average State poli-
tician. In the case of the Federal Parlia-
ment there is & much more attractive emolu-
ment offered,

Mr. Themson:
on that.

Atr. E. B. Johnston: It is higher.

Mr. NORTH: There is no comparison,
and I will go further and say that a similar
nistake has been made in this country in
regard to the higher positions in the civil
service. Recently the Government thought
fit to raise the salary of the holder of the
oftice of Engineer-in-Chief, because it was
realised that by making the position worth
having, it would be possible to secure the
services of a man possessing more than
average ability. I would like to see the po-
sition of a member of Parliament made lu-
crative enough to atiraet the best intelli-
gence in the community.

Mr. Thomson: You are now casting a re-
fleetion on the intelligenece of  present mem-
bers.

Mr. NORTLIL: T have ulready said that
the present Parliament is fortunate in
respect  of ity personmnel, but we ecan-
not always trust to the uneecrtainties of
the future. As time pgoes on and the
cost of living inereases, and the de-
mands on the purse hecome greater, mem-
hers of the Legislature should be propor-
tionately remunerated. New South Wales
only recently increased the salaries of its
rmembers of Parliament. Of course, it is
simple for the pnblic outside to make jokes
ahout members and their allowanges, but I
do not think that I am wreng in the view
il.at I hold, and it is that a member should
give up the who¥ of his time to his Parlia-
mentary wark, hecanse if he is not busy with
his electors, he is busy learning the diffieul-
ties of his job. A member never ceases his
Parliamentary duties, if he is attending fo
the work properly. T cannot for the life of
me see how the electors should decide a
matter of this kind. Suppose both parties
this session or nexi session decide to go to
the electors with some arrangement that they
would support an inerease, how would we
vive the electars the choice of voting for the

I do noi agree with you
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pre~ent salary, an increase or even a reduc-
tion!  We would require a third party, a
party that might be called the poorly-paid
politiral party. ‘The position eould never
bw deait with by the people. Of course, ii
is simple for tho=e who are blessed with an
abundance of this world’s goods, to make a
part-tiine job of the position. | am trying
te run a solieitor's oflice as well as attend-
ing to my Parliamentary duties, and T know
Low easy 1t is for one or the other to be
neglecied. 1 am fortnnate in having an easy
constituency to represent, a constituency
that is only six miles from Perth. If the
salary were higher, it would lead to greater
competition at the polls. We always find
that where the position is attraciive there is
wore competition to seeure it. I cannot help
thinking that unless the allowance paid to
members js sufficient to attract the most in-
telligent citizens of the State, there will be
2 general falling off in the tone of Parlia-
meni. The loss to the State, therefore, would
Lo immeasurably greater than if a small
increase were paid to members. T support
the motion,

MR. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.50]:
Some vears ago in this Honse we discussed
the question of increasing the salaries of
members, and later on we found that some
who were most strenucusly opposed to the
inerease being granted, greedily took it after
it had heen voted. T do not know—and I
say this with all due respect to the member
for West Perth—that I have ever seen that
member at a greater disadvantage, or more
bankrupt of even the semblance of an
argument. He absolutely camounflaged his
neceptance of this motion by certain stipu-
lafions which were altogether absurd. He
=nid in effect that any increase that might
be made should take effect as from the elee-
tion of the new Parliament. I understand
thai 3= his desire.

Mr. Davy: T suggested that the magter
be cavefully considered. and that some dif-
ferentiation should be made, and also that it
should not takr effect. at anv rate, until
the pext Parliament.

Me. LAMBERT: I take it, therefore, that
what e wants is ihat it should be made
an issue at the next election. In a cowardly
sort of way he says, let it apply to the next
generation.

Mr. Davy:

in’

How does “cowardly” come
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Mr. LAMBERT: In this vespeet, th:
when the hon, wember was elected to v
present West Merth——

Mr, Davy: 1 was elected at £100 » yea

dMr. LAMBERT: He knew that just pric
to that, Parlisnent had fixed the salary :
£400, that an increase had been made froi
£.100 to £400.

Mr. Davy: Wel)?

Mr. LAMBERT: The bon. member foc
no exeeption to it then and the increase ha
actually heen given eflect to by the ver
Porliament of which he was seeking to b
come a member.

Mr. Davy: No such thing,

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt the bson. memb
thought it was not right and bonourable fc
Parliament to increase the salaries of 1
imembers, that was the time when he shoul
have taken exeeption to what had previous]
been done.

Mr. Davy: [ was not in the country .
that time.

Mr. LAMBERT: Even so, the hon. men
ber must have known. IHe said that the
were varying qualifications that would r
guire varying allowances. For instance, |
quoted the case of the member for Kimbe
ley, and rightly so. 1 agree there are men
bers representing North-West constituenci
whose Parliamentary allowanee should 1
plussed by 50 per cent. However, that
another matter. On the subject of quali
cation, it is true that in some instances tl
gualifications would be distinct from other
The vrvepresentation of Kimberley m:
necesgitate a knowledge of the country,
knowledge of cattle and such like, and
may be quite possible that the member f
West Perth may only require a knowled,
of a game of bridge or something like the
which would be inseparable from the ¢o
stituency that he represents.

Mr. Davy: What do they play at Coc
gardie?

Mr, Teesdale: Two-up.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 am not putting th
forward as being actunally the case, but t
hon. member desires apparently that the
should be a variation aecording to the di
ferent qualifieations needed to represe
the respective comstituencies. Tt may }
as I have said, that a member representii
Kimberley would require to bave a kno
ledge of ecattle, while an aspiring youw
man with an eye on an aristocratic se
wonld require to have a knowledge
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bridge. But I do not know that that wonld
get us very far, At any rate the hon. mem-
ber was never at a greater disadvantage
than when he tried this afternoon to camon-
flage his support of the motion. There was
much in his abstraet suggestion. TFor in-
stance, I believe that when a member comes
into this House he should be paid the allow-
ance then being granted, and if he should
be elected to a snbsequent Parliament, hav-
ing then added responsibilities and a greater
knowledge of the country’s affairs, the
allowance should be increased by 50 per
eent,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And what would
vou do after 20 years’ service?

Mr. LAMBERT: I will deal with that in
a moment. What I suggest could go on pro-
gressively until a member reached the maxi-
mum ailowance of, say, £1,000 a year. If
& man has heen in the public life of his
country for 20 years or a quarter of a cen-
tury, he is entitled to a pension a darned
sight more than many of cur eivil servants.
Most of the members of the serviee are in
very nice jobs. They are on a certain
grade, and go on progressing until they
reach the maximum. Members of Parlia-
ment have their qualifications reviewed
every three years, and if anyone is entitled
to progressive payment for serviees ren-
dered to the country, it is the member of
Parliament who is elected for term after
term. Personally T am not much concerned
whether the inerease be granted or not. T
can candidly say that mosi of what I re-
ceive by way of Parliamentary allowance
I spend in one way or another in the pub-
lic service of the State. I do not know that
I get any more calls upon my purse than
the majority of members sitting here. But
there is one phase that should be reviewed,
and it is that neither in this House nor in
another place have we a sufficieni number
of Ministers. The Ministers who are serv-
ing in an honorary capaeity should be paid.
If we consider it necessary to have Min-
isters to administer departments, those Min-
isters should receive payment for their ser-
vices, and that payment should ecome from
‘he State and not from any other source.
[ hope that, irrespective of other considera-
ions, Parliament will have an opportunity
o review that guestion at a near date. The
seader of the Country Party suggested
hat an increase of the allowance shouid he
nade applieable to the next Parliamenti
‘hat is in striet accordance with the Coun-
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try Party’s platform. To that extent I
sympathise with the hon. member,

Mr. Thomson: I do not need your sym-
pathy.

Mr. Teesdale: You mean he wants it and
caunot get ii,

Mr. LAMBERT: His platforin binds
him from voicing any other opinion than
Lhat.

My, Thomson: That is not eorrect.

Mr. LAMBERT: Then I hope the hon.
member will correet me. 1 understand that,
under the Country Party platform, mem-
bers cannot vote for any increase uuless
the electors have first been consulted. Of
course the plank may he so comprehensive,
or so meaningless, as fto make it difficult
for members to interpret if.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Tt is very clear and
simple,

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not think the op-
position io this proposal, even the news-
paper opposition, is very serious, Survely
the more balanced minds connected with
jowrnalism must appreciate the great difi-
eulty confronting a member of Parliament.
He has no tribunal to whieh to appeal.
Would the “West Aunstralian” or the “Sun-
day Times"” suggest that we shoull make
this question an issue at the next election?
Wounld they like to see the public life of
the country degraded to sueh an extent that
we shouyld make a mere matier of an allow-
ance inerease from £400 to £600 an issue
at a general eleetion? There is probahly
something in the proposal that a Supreme
Court judge might be asked to fix a veason-
able allowance. Tt must be conceded that,
with the increase of expenses generally,
members of Parliament are not receiving
sufficient allowance, and I do not know
that there would be any very serious objec-
tion to their getting an additional sum.
Whether the inerease should take effeet im-
mediately concerns me little, but it is com-
petent for Parliament fo resolve that the
present allowance is inadequate and that it
should be increased immediately,

MR. E. B, JOENSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin) [64): I am surprised to hear the
momher for Clavemont {Mr. North) con-
trasting Federal and State Parliamentar-
ians to onr disadvantage,

My, North: Not necessarily this State.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: After having
visited the Federal Parliament, it seemed "
to me that we had nothing to fear from
comparison, particularly when we consider
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that a majority of our Federal members
had tried to getinto the State Parliameat, or
had been defeated at the polls after serving
a useful apprenticeship here, Veor that, how-
ever, 1 give them eredit. 1t is guite proper
that a man should serve an appreuticeship
in the public life of the State betore entering
the national Parliamen{. 1 believe we have
as much ability, patriotism and publie spirit-
edness amongst our members as exists
amongst Federal members, although they desl
with larger and more important matters.

The Premier: But they do not deal with
matters touching so closely the lives of the
people.

Mr. E. B. JOEBNSTON: That is so. The
wember for Coolgardie (Mr, Lambert) has
misrepresented the Country Party platform.
It is elear, simple and democratic. 1t pro-
vides that there shall be no alteration of the
Parliamentary allowance without a referen-
dum of the electors; in other words, that the
taxpayers who pay should be consulted before
an alteration is made. Members who give
their full time to the work and have no other
means of employment may find it diffieult
{o make ends meet,

Mr, Stubbs: Do you suggest they should
take on the joh for nothing?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : 1 regard the pay-
ment as an allowance, and not as a salary

for a full-time position, particularly as
wewmbers have the reeess of six months
to themselves. The motion is opposed

to the platform of the Country Party and,
consequently, I think our members will vote
against it. I prefer the amendment to the
motion, hut I shall oppose both.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
[6.6]: I oppose the amendment and support
the motion, T am not at all surprised at the
ember for West Perth (JMr. Davy) moving
the amendment, especially when I earry my
mind back 24 or 25 years and recall the vary-
ing opinions of the electors of West Perth.
When I first entered Parliament the late Mr.
(George Leake was the representative of West
Perth. That distriet has had seven or eight
different representatives in that period. The
West Perth eleetors had as member Mr. TI-
lingworth, and sinee his time they have tried
all shades, ineluding lay parsons and lawyers.
They had a man of wide political experience
and a most able speaker in Mr. C. J. Moran.
Then they tried an auctioneer, Mr. Eben
Allen. and afterwards fell back on the legal
profession by electing Mr. Draper, now Mr.
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Justice Draper. Then they thought they hs
failed and decided to try an old lady.

Mr. Marsball :What about an old woman

Hon, G. TAYLOR : They tried an clder;
lady and wo manst =ay it was a wise choic

The Premier: And now they bave gone :
the other extreme,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: After three years
representation by the lady they decided -
have another change. In effect they sai
“We have tried lay parsons, and the leg
profession in two different persons, then :
auetioneer and then a lady, and what a
we 1o do now? We shall go back to the leg
profession.” They are the most fickle ele
ters. 1 am not worried about the opinion .
the electors of West Perth because they «
not hold an opinion for any length of tin
I have represented Mt. Margaret for just .
25 years. My electors have made no chan
and have no desire to efiect a chanyge, so £
as [ know. 1 cannot say whether that is
mark of wisdom or of good judgment on the
part, but T have told them on every occasi
when the allowance was mentioned that
would voie for an inerease every time it w
brought before the House, ‘This I have do
and 1 intend to do so now. I have stood t
test of election for almost a quarter of
century, and 1 value the opinion of my el
tors after having told them repeatedly t}
members  are nof sufficiently pard. T
Leader of the Country Party says the qu
tion should be tested on the hustings. W
shquld (he Government make it a question
which to go to the country?

Mr. Thomson: I did not say that.

Hon. 3. TAYLOR : Then how could it
brought hefore the country? 1 have pla:
it before my electors for years, and I f
justified in voting for an increase,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Who wouid dee
the amount to be submitted to the elector

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Why should the G
ermment be ealled upon to interfere in
auestion of this kind? Tt is the duty of
House by resolution to give a direefion
the Government who have to find the mon

Mr. Thomson: No one knows befter t
do vou that Parliament cannot do it with
a message from the Governor.

Hon. @. TAYLOR : I want the Governm
to be informed in eclear lanzuage that
House is of opinion that the allowanee sho
he increased. When the Government kn
of that hy the vote of the House, they
be justified in bringing down the necess:
Tecisiation to eive effect to it. If a mess
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be required, there will be no difficulty in the
Government getting it, although it wonld be
impossible for a private member to do so.
All that a private member can do is to move
a motion as has been done by the member for
Wagin (Mr. Stubbs). Most English-speak-
ing countries have adopted the principle of
payment of members. We in Wesiern Auys-
tralia define it as an allowance, not a salary.
Considered as a salary, it would be small in-
deed, especially when other people are receiv-
ing salaries of £500 to £1,000, and upwards.
Consequently members should be paid some-
thing approaching the salaries paid to other
men. Since I was a young man I have heard it
argued that sufficient wealthy people possessed
of commercial knowledge and public spirit-
edness should offer their services to Parlia-
ment free. This was done for & consider-
able time, but the people got tired of such
men, and it is useless nowadays for a man
o offer himself for nothing. He would not
get in.

The Premier;: And the chap who offers
bis services for nothing is generally worth
nothing.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We have had experi-
ence of some of the most capable and suc-
cesstul business men being retarned to
Parliament and proving anything bni a
suecess.

The Premier:
failure.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Well, T should not
like to argue the point with the Premier.
There is a cerfain type of brain required
for politics. A few years ago we had as a
member one of the most capable barristers
in the State, but I ask members who were
in the House at the time to say whether
that man was cut out for a politician. Cer-
tainly he was not. On the other hand, some
men who have been a failure in business
have proved to be most eapable politicians.
A man whom T knew well in Queensland,
Mr. Kidson, was a failure as a small busi-
ness man. He got into Parliament and
after some vyears became Leader of the
Labour Party and finally Premier. Some
members may be aware of how he succeeded
the old Liberal Governmenis there and made
a distinet snccess of the finanees of the
rountry; and yet, privately, he was not a
300d business man.

The Premier: As a matter of fact, 1 am
1ot much of a business man myself.

Many of them an utter

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If the member for
West Perth is opposed to the principle of
payment of members

Mr. Davy:
thing.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I say, if he is op-
posed to it, then he is justified in his pre-
sent attitude. But to aceept the principle
of payment and then o say that this House
should not decide the question——

Mr. Davy: I have not said that.

Hon. G. TAYLOR :—except as regards
doing it for another Parliament, and that
is what the hon. member said——

Mr. Davy: Yes.

Hon. G. TAYLOR :—and then go to the
country, thus making the increase 12 or
18 months before an election, seems to me
absurd, If a man’s prineiples are against
payment, he is absolutely justified in op-
posing the motion; but if 4 man is not op-
posed to payment of members, a principle
accepted all over Australia and in the Old
Country likewise, there is no justification
for opposition to the motion. So far as I
am concerned, and so far as other mem-
bers of the Opposition to whom I have
spoker are concerned, the opinions ex-
pressed by the member for West Perth are
his own opinions——

Mr. Davy: Of course they are my owp
opinions.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: —and not the opin-
ions of the Opposition. I do not wish the
House to be under any misapprehension
about the matter. 1 hope that the amend-
ment will he defeated and the motion car
ried.

THE PREMIER (Houn. P. Collier—
Boulder) [7.331: I think the mover of the
motion is well within his rights, and is fol-
lowing a practice that has been adopted
on many oceasions here and in otber Par-
Yiaments of Australia, in submitting the
motion for consideration. The two prope-
sitions stated very fairly by the member
for West Perth (Mr. Davy) seem to me to
cover the whole situation. Aecepting the
principle of payment of members, or the
payment of an allowance for the services
of members, we have to ask ourselves
whether the amount paid to-day is adequate
for the work performed and the services
rendered to the people of the State,

Mr. Stubbs: That is correct.

L have not said any such
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The PREMIER: That is the first ques-
tion we have to ask ourselves. There should
be only one answer to that guestion. It is
utterly ridiculous for any person to say
that any member of Pariiwmwent, even tbe
least diligent that might be elected to this
Chamber, is adeqguately recompensed by an
allowanee of £400 a year. If a salary or
allowance of £300 was considered to be
sufticient in 1910, then surcly, having re-
gurd to the decreased purchasing power of
money, £400 is not anything like in pro-
portion to what £300 was 13 or 14 years
ago. The messenger in this House who at-
tends to members is receiving a higher
salary, having rvegard to the obligations of
members because of their positions, than are
the members of the Chamber. 1t is un.
doubtedly true that £150 a year, more
especially in the case of country members,
does not nearly eover the expenses entailed
in carrying out the duties of the position.
Therefore I say we pay the messenger of
this Chamber a greater salary than that re-
ceived by members for their services. Every
officer of the House is receiving 50 per cent.
more than members of the Chamber. The
gentlemen of the “Hansard” staff, who re.
port our words of wisdom, are or wiil be
receiving nearly twice as much as members,
cerfainly 75 per cent. more than members
are receiving. If we look where we will,
there is no eomparison to the miserable al-
lowance—it can only be termed a miserable
allowance—of £400 a year for the services
rendered by members. It may be argued,
uf course, that members are not compelled
to devote the whole of their time to their
Parliamentary duties, that they are enabled
to follow a profession or ecarry on a
business as well as attend to their Parlia-
mentary duties. But my considerable ob-
gervation of the work of this House forces
me to agree entirely with the view ex-
pressed by the member for Claremont (Mr.
Narth), that whiist a man may be able to
pursue a commercial or a professional life
while representing a constituency here,
with very few exceptions, such members
give the fag end of their brains and their
energies to the service of the ecountry.
There is a limit to the working hours of
any man; and if a man is engaged in a
business from 9 or 10 o'clock in the morn-
ing until half-past four or five in the afler-
noon, is it to be said that he can then bring
to hear for another six or seven or eight
hours in this Chamber that clearness of
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thought aud that alertness of mind which
«are necessary if one is going to give of his
very best?

Mr, Davy: Then members give the fag-
end of their braing to their Parliamentary
life ¥

Tle PREMIER: The hon. member's
observation must have taught him that
Ministers when sitting here in the evening
are often very weary and tired looking;
that is, after spending the day in their
offices. But, at any rate, their work here
does conform largely to the work they deo
in the day. They have not to disconneect
all their brain and thought from the busi-
ness of the day and take up here some-
thing that is entirely different. A con-
siderable proportion of the work done by
Ministers in the day time is the studying
of Bills and other matfers coming before
Parliament, and so the task here is in-
finitely easier for them. But what of the
business man, the director of a company,
or & managing direcfor running a huge
complex business until 5 or 6 o’clock in the
evening and then coming here, not having
bad time to read a Bill through during the
day? He takes ap a Bill of 100 or 150
clauses here, and what does he know about
it?

Mr. Heron: He does not read it.

The PREMIER: Frequently that is so.
No man can go on indefinitely doing two
days’ work in one.

Mr. Sampson: The member for Clare-
mont said that either a member’s business
or his Parliamentary work must suffer—
not neeessarily his Pariiamentary work.

The PREMTER: Should a member be
asked to let his husiness suffer for the
country without adequate remuneration?
We are living in an age in which it has
become an accepted principle that men
should be properly and thoroughly re-
munerated for the services they render,
whether to an individual, a business, or
an institution. I should say tkat when
men are giving their time and thought to
the service of the people as a whole, it is
quite impossible for them to attend fully
to some other businese or occupation as
well; and no member should be asked to
sacrifiee his personal welfare or his busi-
ness withoubt proper recompense from the
State to which he gives his services. Noi-
withstanding opirions that may be ex-
pressed in the Press and in various
quarters, I deo nqt believe that the great
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majority of the people of this country
would refuse to wmake a proper amd
adequate allowance to the men who serve
thewm in this Chamber,

Members: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: I do not believe it for
a moment. It is merely a newspaper ery.
“The salary grab” makes a nice heading,
and perhaps nice copy.

Mr. Teesdale: There is no murder on
Just now,

The PREMIER: It has been shown to-
nigh{ that those who criticise us in that
respect are not in conformity with publie
opinion, because in this Parhament of
Western Australia, and in the Federal Puar-
liament and every one of thee cther State
Parliaments where salaries have been in-
creased by members, the members have
been returned and their actions have been
endorsed by the electvrs. The people are
bigger than some of the critics who would
belittle Parliament and representative in-

- gtitutions. For my part 1 say that any
attempt to beliltle Parlimment and repre-
gentative institutions is to do the work of
the direct actionisi. Nothing is going to
take the place of Parliament and of gov-
ernment of the people by Parliament ex-
cept direct action, and those who reflect
upon Parliament are reflecting upon the
people who elecied it. Tt is not possible
for water to rise above its source. Snch
eritics are doing the work of those who
would overthrow the whole policy of Par-
Hamentary government. It cannot be
denied that the allowance is altogether in-
sufficient. That does not admit of argu-
ment., The next question is whether it is
a proper thing that we should increase our
own salaries without the consent of the
people. The members of the House are
elected to take responsibility in this diree-
iion. The people have entrusted this and
every other Parliament with infinitely
more responsible work and greater tasks
than the mere deciding as to an inerease
of their salaries by a hundred or two a
year.

Mr. Davy: But nothing in which we are
50 much interested.

The PREMIER: If we believe that the
allowance is not sufficient, why should we
refrain from saying so or giving a vofe in
that direetion?

Mr. Davy: No reason at all.

The PREMIER: But there are members
who admit that the allowance ought to be

[ASSEMBLY.|

grealer and yet take the stand that mem
bers ought not to vote themselves an in
¢rease. There is no other way of doing it

Mr. DAVY: Yes, there is; we can vole
it for the next Parliament.

The PREMIER: 1 am coming lo that
There is no other way whatever of doing
it, except tlwough this Parliament. The
member for West ’erth says we can vot(
for an Increase to apply to the next Par
ltament. What would he the object ol
that? That the people of Western Aus
tralia might say whether they endorse the
action or nott )

Mr. Davy: Partly that, and also becaus
we have come here on an agreement t«
take £400 a year.

The PREMIER : We have unot. The
hon, member is wrong there. The onl;
members who have come liere on an agree
ment for three years are those who hav
definitely pledged themselves that the;
will not vote for an inecrease. The logica
position is that the person who stood fo
a seat for three years at a salary of £40(
did not eommit himself to continue fo
that £400 for three years unless he said te
the electors, "1 pledge myself not to vot
for an increase during the three years.’
Only memlers who so pledged themselve,
are committed. Other members accepte
the positien at the £400 with a free hanc
to vote uceording to their judgment upot
this as they do upon all the other guestion
that come before them, except in so far a
they have committed themselves to mail
principles. That coniention is illogieal, I
is not correct to say that members entere
into a econlract with the electors for thre
years.

My, Siubbs: No, that is all rubbish.

The PREMILR: The member for Wes
Perth {Mr. Davy) says we should do tha
and let the electors decide. How on eart!
are the electors to have an opportuonity t
decide?

Mr. Latham: By putting up ecandi
dntes and giving the electors that oppor
lunity,

The PREMIER : In which case we woul
find men like the hon. member going roun
the country and the electors having to a|:
prove of the candidate who was the les
hnrmfol from fheir point of view. Let u
consider that position. What would be th
position of the prohibitionist? One cand
date might agree with prohibition and wit
nine-tenths of the views of prohibitionist:
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mi might approve of an increase 1n the
alaries of members. How will the electors
letermine nupon their candidate? Are they
1oine to subordinate all other principles and
lecide purely on the issue regarding the in-
crease in salaries?

Hon. G. Taxlor: No.

The PREMIER: Of course they would
not do s0. Take an hon. member who may
helieve in the policy of eontraet versus day
fabour. The Couniry Party may have a
candidate wholly opposed to the principle
of day labour, but may not conform to the
views expressed by the Leader of the Coun-
try 1'arty regarding the increase in salary.
What will the Country Party do? What
will be the deternining factor regarding that
eandidate? So it will be regarding the
whole of the clectors. There is no end to the
guestionsg that eonld erop up in the eircum-
stances. The only way to get an expression
of opinion from the electors would be te dis-
card all other questions entirely and have
candidates in favour of or in oppositien to
the increase.

Mr. Davy: You will not give the electors
even that poor chance,

The PREMIER: Because it is ridiculous,
ansurd, impossible and impracticable.

Mr. Davy: The electors may not think so.

The PREMIER: 1 am certain they will.

Mr. Davy: You have said nothing to con-
vinee them.

The PREMIER: Would the hon. mewm-
ber he content to let that be the sole issue
in the West Perth electorate?

Mr, Davy: Certainly, I wonld not mind.

The PREMIER: A man who would he
content to slip inte Parliament on pre-
iundice of this kind wounld be a very poor,
useless sort of individual when ke got there.

Hon, W. D. Johnsou: He would not get
here.

The PREMIER: No, because there is no
constitueney in Western Australia where the
electors do not rise ahove that sort of thing.
The method suggested by the membar for
West Perth (Mr. Davy) is an utéerly im-
possible one. The only alternative would be
the platform of the Country Party which
favours a referendum being taken. What a
tremendous guestion to put to the people in
a ballot.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Y thought you be-
lieved in referendums,

The PREMIER: How could the question
he put by way of referendum? There would
be some in favour of salaries of £150, £200
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or even up to £1,000. How could we frame
a balloy paper that would result in a trve
expression of opinion being obtained from
the public? .

Hon. W, D. Johnsan: Mr. Monger would
have to declare a figure.

The PREMIER: Of course that method
is almost impossible. It is a ridiculous issue
to put to the electors. Members are sent
here to carry out their responsibilities. Here
we dare dealing with the disposal of £9,000,-
000 without any referendum of the clectors,
but werely according to the judgment of
members and in conformity with the main
principles of the policy outlined before the
country, We have all these powers without
the necessity for reference to the electors.
We can build railways, harbours and other
public works involving millions of money
and we ean do this wilhout any referendum.

Hon. (. Taylor: There is also the hig
water supply undertaking.

The PREMIER : Yes, but this little
vnestion mnst be put to the eleciors. The
whole position has arisen because of the
timidity and, I say it without offence, want
of courage on the part of candidates for
Parliament and of members of Parliament
themselves. The whole amount involved, let
us assume, is £16,000, What a hnge sum
compared with the £9,000,000 that we are
dealing with in the Estimates!

Mr. Thomson: Then you have come to u
decision as to the amount of the increase.

The PREMIER: No, 1 said, “Let us as-
sume,” The House will have to determine the
increase.

Mr. Lambert: Don't say too much or we
will knock some of the increase off.

The PREMIER: As the hon. member,
o donbt, will not draw it, it will be a mat-
ter of indifferenece to him.

Hon. G. Taylor: The member for Kal-
anning may be like that other member of
Parliament who drew his back salary when
he was defeated.

The PREMIER: I believe the people will
get better service and better representation
by a recognition of the work hon. members
do in this Chamber by giving them something
like reasonable compensation or allowance
to cover the expenses involved by sueh po-
sitions. This is not a party question and I
speak only for myself, However, if the
moetion 1s agreed to, I will submit it to Cab-
inet with a recommendation that a Bill be
introduced to give effect to the desires of
hon. members,
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Amendment put and negatived.

Question put and a division {aken with
the following result.

Ayes . . .. 28
Noes . .. 7
Majority for .. .o 21
AYES.
Mr. Angele Mr, Marshall
Mr. Chesson Mr. MeCallum
Mr. Clydesdale Mr, Munsle
Mr. Collier Mr. North
Mr. Corboy Mr. Panton
Mr. Coverley Mr. Sleeman
Mr, Cunuingham Mr, Stubbs
Mr. Denton Mr. Taylor
AMp, Heron Mr. Teesdals
Miss Helman Mr. Troy
Mr. W. D. Johason Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Wiltcock
Mr, Lambert Mr, Withers
Mr. Lamond Mr, Wilson
(Teller.)
Nogs.
Mr. Darvy Mr. Thomeona
Mr. E. B. Jobhnston . Mr. C. P. Wansbrougn
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Latbam
Mr. Sampson { Teiler.)
Pams.
AYES. P Noea,
Mr, Liutey ﬁ Mr, Qrifiths
Mr. Mann + Mr. Brown

Question thus passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1925-26.
In Commatiee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the Treasurer’s Financial Btatement and
on the Annual Estimates; Mr. Panton in
the Chair. .

Vote—Legislative Conneil, £1,423.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [7.58]: Two
opportunities each session are afforded
members to comment on and, if necessary,
to criticise the administration of the Gov-
ernment so far as it affeets the whole State
or any particular portion of it. For my
part T shall content myself with comment-
ing on the admipistration of this Govern-
ment and also of past Governmenis so far
ag their treatment of the North and North-
West i3 concerned. The fime has come
when this question should be geriously con-
sidered.

Mr. Teesdale:
T.oan Estimates.

You shouwld wait for the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. ANGELO: XNo, this does not affec
the Loan Estimates. 1 desire to lodge @
profest against the unfair treatment of thi
North-West by past Governments. T«
prove that the North-West has not had :
fair deal, I propose to submit some com
parative statements, First of all let w
take the population of that portion of thi
State south of the 26th parallel and com
pare it with the population north of thal
tine, 1 think we shall find something sur
prising to members. In 1911 the popula
tion in the South was 287,372, In 1924 i
had risen to 362,603, or an inerease of
75,225, 1n 19)1 the population in th
North was 6,046, In 1924 it had deelinec
to 5,422, or a decrease of 1,124. We arn
teld that this has been due to the decline of
mining in the North. To some measure thay
may be so. Bui mining in the South ha
declined to a far greater estent than in th
North, so we wnust loock for other reasons
which I propose to touch upon presently
It is not only in population that the Nortt
shows a serious decline. In 1911 there wen
in the South 112,639 horses. In 1924 th
number had inereased to 148,253, or an in
creaze of 35,614, In 1911 the horses in the
North numbered 27,638, and in 1924 th
number was 26,863, or a decrease of 755
In 1911 there were in the South 163,67t
head of cattle. 1n 192! the number wa:
236,373, showing an increase of 70,695
In 1911 the cattle in the North numberec
677,960, and in 1924 the number wa
665,191, or a decrease of 12,765. In 101)
there were in the South 3,049,707 sheep
Tn 1924 the number had grown to 3,813,941
In the North in 1811 the number wa
2,361,835, and in 1924 it was 2,182,623. S«
in sheep alone, while the South was in
creasing by 764,234, the North was de
creasing by 170,212,  The decline in the
mining industry of the North had nothing
to do with that. These figures, T elaim
prove that preferential treatment has beer
shown to the South, If is not in stocl
alone, for although in 1911 there was huw
very little wheat produced in the South
last year the wheat harvest reachec
24,000,000 bushels, Of course, we have nr
wheat at all in the North.  Millions of
pounds have been spent in the South or
group settlements, soldier settlements, the
wheat and dairy indusiries, and in the en
conragement of agriculture. All these wi
have been denied in the North. S, too
in the Sonth enormous sums have been spen!
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upon harbours, public buildings, and rail-
ways. It must be seen by this convincing
evidence that there has been considerable
negleet of the North by past Administra-
tions. When we consider the defence as-
pect it is clear that there has been eriminal
neglect of the North. Nothing else could
account for the faet that we have in the
North fewer people, fewer stock and less
wealth than we had 13 years ago, whilst
the southern part of the State has gone
ahead by leaps and bounds. The whole of
the energies of successive Governmenis
domiciled in the South have been used for
the development of the South. Before the
Disabilities Commission Mr. Keenan, who
prepared the case for the State, submitted
a table showing that out of loan funds since
the State entered Federation only £2,681,935
had been spent un the development of the
North. When we remember that our loan
expenditure during that period amounted
to considerably over £50,000,000 it is seen
how little the North-West has had from this
source. No balauce sheet has been kept
to show what the revenue and expenditure
in the North have been, although Lord
Derby in 1883, when discussing Responsible
Government for Western Australia, urged
that a separate account should be kept of
revenne raised and expended in each district
of the Colony. As this has not been done,
it is impossible to say whether or not the
North has been a drag on the South. From
figures obtained from the Taxation Depart-
ment it is seen that nearly 20 per cent. of
the people of the North pay income tax as
against 3 per eent. of the people of the
South. There we show that the North con-
tributes very fairly to Consolidated Rev-
enue. Mr. Simpson, the Under Treasurer,
when before the Disabilities Commission, in
answer to a request for a return showing
the revenue received by the State from the
North, said it was not possible to get a re-
turn of the taxation collected from that
source, but that a retarn of land rents had
been made out showing that the annual land
rental in the North amounted to £91,697.
‘When he was asked as to the expenditure in
the North-West, he said he had already given
a return in respect of loan expenditure,
and that he thought the ordinary expendi-
ture in the North would be only slightly
in excess of the revenue received other
than by land rents. He was then asked
would he say that the country north of the
26th parallel had heen a fngncial burden
391
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on the State. His reply was that he did
not think it was a burden to any exteng
beyond the cost of the upkeep of the steam-
erz and the Wyndbham Meat Works,  In
answer to a question as to whether the rev-
enue from land and income taxes balanced
the expenditure, he said it was balaneed
by the interest on loan cxpenditure on the
trading concerns. H added that it was im-
possible to get out figures without a tre-
mendous amount of werk, but that trom the
1st July instructions were to be issued that
would enable the department to have fig-
ures compiled in the fulure in case of em-
ergency. It was then put to him that the
State's case as prepared sugpgested that the
interest on the large sum of money bor-
rowed for the North-West was lost to the
State. His reply was that the loss on the
North-West was nof as great as had been
originally thought when first the case was
presented.  That should dispose of the
statement that the North has been a drag
on the South. As showing, too, that the
North is still getting unfair treatment, let
me give two instances that oecur to me:
last year the Treasurer brought down a
Bill increasing the land tax, and told us
that a set off wonld be given in the redue-
tion of railway freights. Very good. Our
people in the North have to pay that extra
land tax, but as they have no railway they
have no set off against it. That is an in-
stance of unfair treatment. Another in-
stance will be found in the heavy charges
levied on the jetties in the North-West.
Until a few years ago it was recognised that
jetties were provided as a means of gelting
the settlers’ produce away, and so long as
the handling and wharfage charges met the
cost of administration and of handling, ne
profit was looked for. A very different
thing now appertains. According to the
returns I have for the year ended 30th
June, 1919, there was a loss of £170; for
the year 1920 there was a loss of £226; fo
the vear 1921 there was a loss of £93.
Tl:ien the Government started to raise the
handling and wharfage charges, with the
result that, instead of a loss, in 1922 ther
was a profit of £352. This was increasec
in 1923 to a profit of £1,176 6s. 7d., and ur
1924 to a profit of £4,487 5s. 3d, and las
year was increased to a profit of £4,87.
3s. 108. When we take into eonsideratior
that there are less than 2,000 people in tha
district, who look to Carnarvon as thei
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port of call, it will be seen that they are
penalised to the extent of £3 per head in
extra taxation as compared with the people
clsewhere in the State. This is not a fair
thing. The eompensation that was promised
the people of the State because of the in-
creased land tax, compensation that is al-
lowed to the people of the Sounth by way
of a reduction in railway freights, should
also be allowed to the people in the North
by way of a reduction in wharfage and
handling eharges on the goods they have to
import and on the produce they are ship-
ping away. The North-West comprises
527,906 square miles, as against the south-
ern portion which contains 448,014 square
miles. The northern portion of the State,
north of the 26th pavallel, is considerably
larger than the southern portion. They
have a coastline of over 2,000 miles in
length. Adjacent fo this huge coastline we
have thousands of islands rich in marine
wealth of every description. There are
whales, pearl shell and turtles in abund-
ance. There is any amount of other wealth
that should be put to use for the prosperity
of the State, and yet nothing is being done.
We have over a dozen magnificent harbours
in the North-West, better than in any other
portion of the State. One harbour, Napier-
Broome-Bay, is the largest deep water,
land locked harbour in Awustralia. Tt has
an arean of 217 square miles as compared
with Sydney harbour, 27 square miles. We
thus lave a perfectly good harbour in the
North at least eight times the size of Syd-
ney harbour, which is supposed to be ong
of the finest in the world. The hinterland
beyond these ports contains big mountain
ranges, extensive tablelands, heavy and re-
liable rainfalls, noble rivers, and good soil.
Some of the rivers are navigable for many
miles. These would make the cost of hand-
ling produce less than would otherwise be
the case. We have been told by a few
pecple who have traversed the northern
areas, including Mr. Easton, that there are
tens of millions of acres of magnifieent
grazing land there on which not a hoof of
stock is running. There is an abundance
of water. The counfry needs only de-
veloping and encouragement by the Gov-
ernment. These areas eannot be taken up
by single individuals, because there are
many dangerous natives living there. The
work has fo be done, in the same way as
Lord Forrest opened up Wyndham. It
must be done by expeditions under Govern-
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ment control. The money spent would be
well repaid. This country contains distriets
in whieh the rainfall is excellent. In some
parts the rainfall is as low as § inches, but
in other parts of the Kimberleys it is up
to 60 inches, The rainfall is also regular.
In the swmmer time heavy dews are experi-
enced.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Which is
the 60 inches rainfall belt of the Kimber-
leys?

Mr. ANGELO: 1t is in the West Kim-
berleys. The rainfall is marked on the
Government plan. This land, we are told
by experts, will grow sugar, cotion, maize
and all tropieal truits.

The Minister for Agrienlture: What ex-
perts?

Mr. ANGELO: The Government have
had experts up there.

The Minister for Agrieulture: What ex-
pert said it would grow sugar?®

Mr. ANGELO: We are told by experi-
enced men that sugar can be grown there.

The Minister for Agrienlture: It cannot
he done.

Mr, ANGELO: It can be tried.

Mr. Teesdale: We ean grow cotton there.

The Minister for Agriculture: We may he
able to grow cotton.

Mr. ANGELO: Many things ean be grown
there, and experimental plots should be
slarted. The Government conld make a move
in that direction. In the south experimental
farms are dotted all over the place, but there
are none in the North although we eomprise
more than one-half of the State. We have
made a start with banana-growing on the
Gascoyne, and this is likely to prove success-
ful. The great land I refer to is known to
contain good gold mines, Unfortunately
many of these are not heing worked becaunse
of the expense attached to operating them.
These expenses are very much heavier than
they are in our Eastern Goldfields. Govern-
ment assistance should be given in that diree-
tion, We lave copper, iron, tin and prac-
tically every base metal known to the min-
eral world. More encouragement and assist-
ance are necessary to the people there in
the way of cheap freights, before these mines
can be worked at a profit. If previous Gov-
ernments had spent some porticn of the
money they are now spending in the South
in opening up the land in the North, and
encouraging the various industries that Jook
s0 promising, they would have had returns
in one-fifth of the time that they will receive
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them from the farms and group settlements
being established in the South. From the
point of view of wealth production, the set-
tler in the North wouid be of greaier reo-
nomic value to the State than any settler
in the South. The Government seem to have
heen disinclined to develop the North. One
Minister of a previous Government told us
in this House that 25 years hence would be
sufficient time to start the development of
the North-West. We cannot wait 25 years.

Mr. Teesdale: You and I cannot.

Mr, ANGELO: I should like to know the
opinion of members of the Press delegation.
These gentlemen are well up in the world’s
polities and in the world’s conditions.  They
know the necessity for populating and de-
veloping every part of the Empire. I should
like to know what their opinion is, and if
they ihink we ean wait 25 years before we
begin to develop the northern portion of
this State. From time te time Governments
have sent experts to the North. We have
had esperts there—Mr. Crawford, Mr,
Despeissis, Mr. Moodie and Mr. Hamp-
shire, the dairy expert. They have all re-
commended that settlement should he com-
meneced there and experimental plots estab-
lished. We have all read Mr. Despiessis’
book, in which he points out that nearly
everything in the way of tropical products
can be grown up there. He has urged that
experimental plots shenld be established, and
vet nothing has been done. It seems to me
as i€ everyone has put some discouragement
in the wax of a start being made. In fhe
Gascoyne we bave a Mr. Coe who has come
from Queensland, where he has had exper-
ience of 15 vears of tropical frnit growing.
He came to sez if he could get land here in
order to commence growing bananas. He
went to the Agrieultural Department. They
said, “We have any amount of land.” They
sent him to the Serpentine, to Harvey, to
the Chapman, znd everywhere down South,
but did not mention the North. He went to
those places. but found the land unsuiiable
and that fhe conditions wonld not apply.
He was just going away when he heard of
the possihility of the kind of land he wanted
being available in the Gasecoyne. He in-
spected it and was satisfed. For six
months he practically sat on the doorstep
of the Lands Department tryving to get land,
but he conld not get it and finally went away
disgusted. Later on Mr. Colebateh, who had
been away when Mr. Coe first attempted to
secure the land, returned and telegraphed to
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him lo eome back and made the land avail-
able. Now I think we shall have something
done. The other day I received a letter
trom some people represcuiing a eapital ol
about £100,000. They wanted concessions
along certain purts of our coast in order to
establish a turtle factory, They, too, were
discouraged. It was only after seeing the
Minister, and urging upon him fo reserve
portion of our coastline to enable these peo-
ple to inspeet it, that we have been
fortunate enough to satisfy this partie-
ular syndicate. These people are prepared
to lay out no less than £50,000 or £60,000
in establishing a faetory in the North-\West.
To-day 1 bhave received a telegram saying
that they are sending their expert over. The
other day I received a letter from a man in
New South Wules, who sent me a copy of a
letter he had received from the Lands De-
partment. Ile had written over to find out
if there was any portion of the North-\West
that still required to be explored. He was
prepared to put in £2,000 of his own money,
and organise a party for the purpose of ex-
ploring the unknown pertions of the North.
The letter that was sent to him from the
Lands Department stated that there was no
part of the North which had not been ex-
plored. Faney turning away a man who
wias prepared to finance an expedition at a
cost of £2,000, and telling him that no por-
tion of the North had not heen explored!
The other day an injunciion ecame out—this
is a Federal matter—preventing petrol heing
carried up to the North. The State Govern-
ment should have stepped in here. They
must recognise the great obstacle that will
he set in the way of the northern settlers.
It may mean that shearing will be stopped
in some of the sheds. Petrol required for
motor wagons, which are bringing in the
wool, will not be available and serious trouble
will occur. The Government should immed-
iately place the matter before the Federal
authorities with a view to having this dis-
ability removed.

The Minister for Agrieuliure: The Fed-
eral Government are too busy.

Mr. ANGELO: Take the question of the
Federal road grant.

The Minister for Agrienlture: It is a State
road grant. “Federal road grant” is a mis-
nomer.

Mr. ANGELO: T know it is on the ponnd
for pound basis. Tt is laid down that
]mpulatinn' should not be the only quali-
fication for the expenditure of the
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teney and that area also must be considered.
Because of that this State got a larger
share of these various grants tban would
have been the case if the money had been
allotted purely on the population basis.
The Government accepted the grant on
those conditions, but immediately it is
applied to this State the policy changes,
and we in the North get a very small
quota of what we would have been justly
entitled to receive if the original eondi-
tions Tiad been carried out, as the Federal
Government intended them to be ecarried
ouf. We are all satisfed that there is
great need for the prompt development of
the North. The considerations of national
security demand a well balanced policy of
population distribution. All the population
must not be brought to the South. We
bave heard the Premier and the Leader of
the Opposition talk about the need for
populating our great empty spaces. 1 agree
with them, and they admif the great neces-
sity for it from the viewpoint of defence.
If that is to be the viewpoint, why noi
gtart to populate that portion that is
adjacent to the mepace at present exist-
ing? Why go away 3,000 miles in a sounth-
erly direction to start populating and
developing? Wi know that within seven
days sail of our northern ports there are
no fewer than 1,000 million people whose
natural inerease is at the rate of 5,000,000
annually. These people are becoming
more aceustomed te the use of munitions
of war, and we notice by the paper to-day
that the Bolsheviks are trying to train the
Chinese to their way of ihinking. The
menace is increasing every day. Mili-
tary experts say that the next storm
centre will be in the Pacifie. It will be
shifted from the Atlantie, and this part
of the world will be where the confliet will
take place. We must admit that the
emptiness of the north is a first class
danger, and it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to try to rectify that. The isolation
of the people in the South-West from
Melbourne is no greater than the isolation
of the people of the North from Perth. It
is therefore necessary that the Govern-
ment should do their uvtmost to develop
and populate the North. But the question
is, ean they do it? Mr. Scaddan, one of
our ex-Premiers, gave evidence before the
Disabilities Commission, and this is what
appeared in the Commission’s report—
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Mr. Scaddan emphatically expressed his
opinion that the development of the State of
Western Australia, comprising as it does an
area of 975,920 square miles ‘‘is so tremen-
dous that the task is too much for the State
Government. It is too enormous for one Par-
liament, and the Pariiamentary represenia-
tives generally, to have a complete knowledge
of the whole State and its requirements, while
from the financial standpoint, the task is im-
possible as well.’’

That is the opinion of a man who has been
in polities in Western Ausiralia for a
great number of years. We all agree that
it is impossible to administer the North-
West by a Government situated in the
Bouth. It takes a Minister a month to go
to Wyndham and back. 1t was with the
idea of something being done in the direc-
tion of assisting the North, tbat, eight
years ago, when I entered this House, I
urged that a North-West Department
should be ecreated, and that there should
be a North-West Minister with a voice in
the Cabinet. What happened? A depart-
ment was established and a Minister was
appointed, but all sorts of other duties
were crowded on to his shoulders, We
still have a Minister for the North-West,
but look at the other important posts that
he is expected to attend fo! His duty as
a Minister of the North-West is an ex-
¢rescence on his various other funetions.
If the Government is to continue to
develop the North-West, there must be a
proper administration, and the Minister in
control must spend half his time in the
North-West, and zive his personal atten-
tion to matiers there. Then he could dé-
vote the other half of the year to his Par-
liamentary duties and he could advise
Cabinet as to the course that should be
followed.

Mr, A. Wansbrough : That could also
apply to the South-Wiest.

Mr. ANGELO : Nothing of the sort.
Anyone can leave here in the morning,
proceed to the South-West and return the
next day. One counld go to Hsperance and
back in a few days. Why do you want a
Minister for the South-TWeast?

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Group settlement
should provide enough work for one Min-
ister.

Mr. ANGELO: I agree with the hon.
member there, becanse of the importance
of group settlements and the large amount
of work the scheme entails.
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Mr. Lamond: What is wrong with group
settlements for the North?

Mr. ANGELO: I am advocaling that,
and | am going to ask the hon. member’s
assistance. Mr. Hampshire, the dairy ex-
pert, has written a most favourable
report on the proposal that group settle-
menis should be established straight away
in the Gascoyne district. Since the issue of
that report we have had an engineer’s re-
port to the effect that any amount of water
is available, and that means bave been found
by which it is pessible to raise it. No fewer
than six Gfovernment engineers reporied on
ihbe matter from time to time but not one
-¥as able to show us how to raise it. It took
a layman to do it. What I say now is that
if the Government cannot carry on the fask
of developing the North-West they should
admit it and take steps by which another
authority might be ¢nabled to come in and
carry on the work. Spesking in this Cham-
ber on the 9th December last year, the Pro-
mier said—

The North-West portion of Australia re-

quired special treatment. It was an obliga-
tion of the Commonwealth to assist Western
Aupstralia financially to develop the North-
West. It was beyond the financial powers of
the State to develop the rest of the State and
the North-West as well. It was the duty of
the Commonwealth to assist the State in de-
veloping the North-West just as it was its
duty to find very eonsiderable sums for the
development of the Northern Territory. There
was not much hope of the State (W.A.) giving
the North-West much assistance for many
years.
There he practieally endorsed what Mr. Scad-
dan said two or three years before, that the
development of the North could not be
started for a quarter of & century. We
would like to know what was in the Pre-
mier’s mind. How many years does he say
it will take to earry ont this great develop-
mental work? We eannot afford lo wait. In
setfing out the case of Western Australia
hefore the Disabilities Commission, Mr.
N. Keenan, K.C., speaking as the mouth-
riece of the Government said this—

By far the most important problem which
faces the Government of Western Australia is
that of immigration, and particularly of settle-
ment of the lands in the great tracts of the
North. It would be mot only impolitie, but
highly dangerous, and manifestly uvajust, to
leave the North-West and North unoceupied
and undeveloped.

1 want the Government to say what it is pro-
posed to do because it is my wish to help
tlem to carry out what appears to be their
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landable desire. But the question is, can
they do it¥ We heard the Leader of the
()pposition say the other night that there
was uv desire to surrender any pari of this
territory to the Commounwealth or to any
body. But if the Government cannot earry
on the work of development, why do they
not own up to it? It wonld be only States-
1aanlike to do so. It would be only fair and
just, not only to the State but to the Com-
monwealth and the Fiapire as a whole, if
the Government admitted their limitatious
and asked the Commonwealth to take over
this territory and develop it for us. There
15 nothing to be ashamed of in having to
admit inahility to develop the North. The
Premier has already said that it is the
duty of the Commonwealth to help us. Then
why not go further and ask the Common-
wealth to do it for us? The other part of
Western Australia would not lose anything
by the creation of a separate State or a
Crown Colony. The territory cannot he
shifted from us; it must always adjoin our
boundary. We would still get all the trade
from that part. We have heard people say,
“How could you possibly start a new State
with only 6,000 people.” Western Austra-
lia had only 2,000 souls when the first Leg-
islative Counecil was established. Mr. Higgs
who was Chairman of this Commission,
went to great pains over the guestion of the
development of the North. He took evidence
from dozens of men who thoroughly under-
stood North-West conditions, and he made
this recommendation regarding the North-
West:—

I therefore recommend—That the Govern-
ment of the Commonwealth invite the State of
Western Australia to surrender to the Com-
monwealth that portion of the North and
North-West of Western Australia above the

26th parallel of the south latitude on the fol-
lowing terms:—

{a) That the Commonwealth shall take over
the sum of £3,680,231 of the public debt of
the State of Western Australia, incurred on
acconnt of the North-West to 30th June, 1924,

(b) That the Commonwealth shall under-
take, within a period of 12 months after the
surrender of the territory, to create a new
State of the said territory, granting such re-
presentation in either House of the Common-
wealth Parliament as the Parliament thinks
fit.

(¢) That the Commonwealth shall grant to
the new State a Government, partly nominee
and partly eleeted, with powers equivalent to
the powers possessed by the Legislative and
Executive Couneils of Papua.

{d) That the guestion how mmeh shall the
grant to Western Australia over and above the
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255, per capita allowance, be diminished upon
the surrender of the territory, he determined
by mwmtual agreement betwecen the Common-
wealth Government and the Government of the
State of Western Australia, or in the event of
disagreement, by an arbitrator who shall be
a citizen of the British Empire.

That is Mr. Higgs's considered opinion of
what we should do. If the State Govern-
ment admit that they cannet develop the
North in the very near future, it should be
Landed over to the Federal Government to
be administered as a Crown ecolony. It
should have a legislature consisting of a cer-
tain number of Government officials nomin-
ated by the Crown and an equa! nnmber of
residents of the North elected by the peo-
ple. Those elected by the people would act
in an advisory capacity and keep the officials
well advised regarding local conditions.
‘That would he an entircly different arrange-
ment from what existed in the Northern
territory which was administered solely by
Government officials sent from Melbourne
who knew nothing whatever about local con-
ditions. The legislature 1 suggest for
the  North-West  should function in
conjunction with the Federal Parliament,
and any laws passed would have to receive
the sanction of the higher authority. This
should apply until the population of the
North rose to say 25,000 or 30,000 people,
when it would aufomatically become a
separate State under the Federal Constitu-
tion. There are two courses open to the
State Government—they must either hand
over the territory to the Commonwealth
Government to administer and develop, or
do it themselves. If they are going to do
it themselves, it must he done in a proper,
efficient and expeditious manner. The only
way to do that is by raising a special loan
for the purpose. Members may think it
is rather unusnal to suggest the raising of
a speeial loan, but it has heen done before.
We raised a special loan to provide water
for the goldfields; special loans were
vaised to establish group settlements and
for soldier settlement.  Although the
North sent a far greater number of men to
the war in proportion to population than
did anv other part of the State, I do not
think we have had more than five soldier
settlements in the whole of the North.
Nearly the whole of the money for soldier
settlement has been expended in the south-
ern portien of the State. I wish it to be
distinetly understood that I would much
prefer that we ourselves shonid develop

[ASSEMBLY.]

the North, but it has to be done and it is
ne good waiting as we have waited during
the last eight years. Every Governor’s
Speech 1 have heard read—with the excep-
tion of the latest speeech in which the
Premier was honest enough to say nothing
about the North—has countained a pious
promise {hat the development of the North
would receive immediate attention. The
member for Roebourne was fortunate
enough {0 secure a jetty at Onslow, which
should have been provided 20 years ago,
but that is the only work of any magni-
tude done in the North for years past.

Mr. Lamond: The Federal Government
did not make foo good a job of the North-
ern Territory.

Mr. ANGELO: I am not advoeating a
similar administration for the North-West.
The Northern Territory was governed by
officials sent from Melbourne who under-
stood nothing of local conditions. If we
had a Legisiative Council of say 12, six Gov-
ernment officials and the other six mem-
bers elected by the people, it would be
satiafactory.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Really a system of
smaller States?

Mr. ANGELO: Exaetly. The Govern-
ment should be honest and acknowledge
that the task of developing nearly a million
square miles of country is too great for
them, if such be the case. No one would
blame them or consider that they were not
standing up to their job. To develop the
southern portion of the State is a Hercu-
lean task. The North consists of nearly
one-fifth of the whole continent and shonld
have a separate administration. If ihe
Premier and his colleagues think they can
do it, they should get on with the job
straight away.

Mr. Teesdale: On last year’s Hstimales
they said it was too big.

Mr. ANGELO: But the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition say they do not
wish to surrender any portion of our terri-
tory. If that is their cousidered opinion,
let them adopt the only alternative of rais-
ing a big sum of money in order to gat on
with the job without delay. The Premier
may say it is difficull to obtain money.
There is any amount of money offering in
America,

Mr. Teesdale :
American money.

Mr. ANGELQ: Why not?

Mr, Teesdale: Because it is tainted.

We d¢ not want any
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Mr. ANGELO : American money is at
present being lent to (fermany and other
countries because we will not bave it.

Mr. Teesdale: Pretiy good places for it
to go to.

Mr. AXGELO: It is being used to assist
our recent enemies to build up a tremend-
ous empire that probably will be used
against us. Ameriea offers us the money.
Why not take it? Does not the hon. mem-
ber realise what a great thing it would
have been for Australia if we had bor-
rowed £100,000,000 from Americat

Mr. Teesdale: Yes; the Americans would
bave owned this place now,

Mr. ANGELO : Probably they would
have had a mortgage over it. If we could
borrow g hundred millions of money from
America, we would have a thundering good
assurance against any future war,

Mr. Lambert: That is a very indecent
suggestion.

Mr. ANGELO: It is correct.

Mr. Teesdale: Ask your own country for
the money first of all.

Mr. ANGELO: England has placed an
embargo on loans,

Mr. Teesdale: Only temporarily.

Mr. ANGELO : Surely Great Britain,
with all its dominions and colonies, ¢can usc
all the money it has available.

Mr. Lambert: You have very little know-
ledge of finance in Great Brifain. A black-
fellow has a better knowledge. ‘

Mr. ANGELQ: America has any amount
of money to lend on good security. She is
prepared to lend it to Australia. She con-
siders our land and people good enough to
lend us the money, and we can get it at a
very reasonahle rate of interest. It would
be a big advantage to Australia if we
owed America a good lump of money in
future. If the member for Coolgardie
(Mr. Lambert) saw a house burning, he
would probably say "It is bad luek” and
pass on. If he had lent a couple of hun-
dred pounds upen it, he wounld rush in to
save the property.

Mr. Teesdale: Not if it was insured.

Mr. Lambert: So vou think the filthy
luere from America is better than British
gentiment?

Mr. ANGELO: The hon. member is help-
ing America to amassg its filthy luere; he
bought an American motor car.

The Premier: There are other aspects of
the question apart from a house-burning.
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Have you thonght of America being in-
volved in a war and, because of her finan-
cial hold wupon Australia, drawing Aus-
tralia inte it against her will?

Mr. Teesdale: And would not she like a
shot? She would have her pound of
flesh.

Mr. ANGELO: The chance of Australia
with five millions of people being dragged
into a war to help America with 120
million people, is not so important as get-
ting America with her 120 million people
to help ws with our five millions of people.

The Premier : And .Australia would
make a very excetlent base for America in
the event of such a war,

Alr. Teesdale: Quite right.

Mr. ANGELO: But we cannot shut our
eves tn the fact that millions of American
dollars are being lent to build up foreign
countries with which we and the Americans
have nothing in comnion. .

Mr, Lambert: Then for God's sake bor-
row it for the Primary Producers’ Bank!

Mr. ANGELO: The hon. member cannot
take anvthing seriously,

Mr. Lambert: I cannot take you seri-
rugly.

Mr. ANGELO: We talk of America as
our big brother.

Mr. Teesdale: It is a red rag.

Mr. ANGELQ: Great Britain bhas many
a time heen glad of Ameriean assistance.
We hear of our great ambassadors going
from England to America almost e ery week
io try to cement the relations between the
two countries.

The Premier: Do you know that Britain’s
financial difficulties are due to the way
America squeezed her when she undertook
to pay her war obligations?

Mr. ANGELQ: Then why not get a little
of it bhack?

Mr. Teesdale: You never undertook a
more roiten speech in your life.

The Premier: That is the cause of the
01d Country’s trouble at present.

Mr. Teesdale: Yes, America has bled her
white.

The Premier: The Americans sqneezed
Great Britain and Great Britain alone, and
now thev are squeezing little Belgium. T
should not like them to have too much of
a grip upon us,

Mr. ANGELO: We have 20 millions of
money in Aunstralia that came from Amer-
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iea, and the Premier has acknowledged that
two milliens of it came here.

Mr. Davy: Fortunately America is not
our ereditor; we got it through another
channel.

The Premier: The Americans do not
kpow Wesfern Australia in that transaetion,

Mr. ANGELO: Cannot some more be ob-
tained throngh the same roundabout way?

The Premier: You were advocating that
we should borrow direct.

Mr. ANGELO: Tf the Premier ean get
the iooeney from Great Britain, he should
do so0, but we must have this money for the
North. We require two or three millions to
start the serious development of the North,
If he cannot see his way clear to make
& start in  the immediate [future, he
should acknowledge the limifations of
the State and ask the Federal Government
to take over the North, The work is going
to fake some time. There is no use waiting
until trouble slarts. Several decades will
be needed to develop and populate the
North, The sooner we make a start in that
direction, the sooner we shall have some
kind of defence. Tt is the duty of every
1’remier and Prime Minister in the British
Einpire to assist in forging the greal chain
of defence that the Empire must of neces-
sity establish. At yrresent the North-West
of this State is undoubtedly the weakest
link in the chzin of defence.

My, Lambert: And you want to throw
Ameriean shackles around our neeks.

Mr, Tatham: You had a good heliday in
America onee.

Yy, Lambert: At Ameriean e:pense.

Mr. ANGETL.O: Tf we cannot develop the
Yorth, let us hand it over to the Common-
wealth. Money is wanted for the work. Tt
is the duty of every man in a high place in
1ihe British Ewmpire to help to complete the
chain nf defence that will enable the Empire
to carrv on, so that the British flag will
always float over the Empire on which the
sun never sets.

MR SAMPSON (Swan) [94]: Tt isa
subject of congratulation that the Govern-
ment are eontinning the poliey of develop-
ment inangurated by Sir James Mitchell,
and in partieular that the work of group set-
tlement is proceeding. I am glad, too, that
the contract system has been introduced
into the groups. Tn this connection we may
roasonably and properly congratulate the
Minister for T.ands, who has shown a keen,
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eurnest and practical desire to push on the
work connected with group settlements,
Personally 1| am convinced that the day is
not far distant when there will be a con-
siderable quantity of butter fat and other
dairy products coming from that portion of
the South-West, with the effect of helping
the State materially and preventing the
How of money to the Eastern States that
has continued for so many years. 1 was
surprised to note that the Premier expeets
a deficit for the current financial year, a
greater deficit than that for the year just
closed. The estimated deficiency for this
year is £98,079, whereas last year’s defi-
cieney was £58,397. The Budget antiei-
pates a remarkable increase in receipts from
land tax. T have no doubt that the amount
budgeted for will be easily seecured. Last
year it was anticipated that a sum of
£75,000 would be received, whilst the actual
receipts were £113,867. This year the an-
ticipated receipts from land tax are £150,-
000. Part of this sum, 1 understand, will
be used for the eonstruction, reconditioning,
maintenance and repair of main roads.

The Premier: There might bave been
some idea of that last year, but “the minds
of men are widened with the process of the
suns.”

Mr. SAMPSON: The statement made
last year, 1 take it, holds good until it is
definitely withdrawn.

The Premier: My statements of last ses-
sion were merely intended to provide for
the needs of that session.

Mr, SAMPSON: Now we know. 1 hope,
however, the Premier will find it in his
heart to make another statement on similar
lines this session. 1 note that the additional
revenue expected to be derived from land
tax, income tax, dividend duly, totalisator
duty, stamp tax, probate duty, and licenses
amounts to almost £100,000—£99,061, to be
exaef. The anticipation indieates a belief
that we are going to have a good vear, and
T bhope the realisation will live up to the
estimate. There will, of course, be addi-
tional outgoings, as is only to be expected
when the country is being developed and
additional serviees are needed. The amount
of income anticipated gives added weight
to the Opposition Leader’s suggestion that
the Premier’s anticipations in regard to a
deficit for the current vear are hardly justi-
fied. I hope they are not justified, and I
am sure the Premier bopes so too. Alto-



[28 OcToBER, 1925.]

gether the anticipated increases of revenue
tor the current year amount to £451,285,
In addition there is the £450,000 expected
‘from the Federal Government. - Aeccord-
ingly, a good surplus may reasonably be
looked for. OUne matter in which Western
Australia 15 specially interested is the State
BSavings Bank, on which subject I have
spoken before. [ would draw the aitention
of the Committee to the fact that although
the deposits for the curremt year have
slightly inecreased and the operations show
a small prolit, there is unquestionably great
opportunity for the development of the
bank. We know how necessary this money
is for the development of Western Aus-
tralia, and I am hoping that as a means
towards the end of securing that money
hetter accommodation will be provided nol
only at the head office of the hank but at iis
branches throughout the State. In many of
our provincial towns the erection of build.
ings for the purposes of the Staie Savings
Bank would be well justified. The Govern-
ments of the Eastern States pay speecal at-
tention to this matter, and I do not doubt
that our Premier is giving consideration to
it.  One aspeet as to which little if any-
thing has been done, is punblicity regarding
our State Bavings Bank. The patriotic as-
pect might be stressed in regard to the in-
stitution. Another institution of the kind,
the Commonwealth Savings Bank, is oper-
ating in various centres of Western Aus-
tralia; but 1 believe that if the people of
this State were-made to realise thoroughly
that the money deposited in the State Sav-
ings Bank is used for the development of
Western Australia, there would be a econ-
siderable inerease of business. I noted
with pleasure the growth of the savings
bank funds in connection with schools. I
understand that 45,334 children in our State
sehools have made deposits in the State
Sfavings Bank. The idea is an excellent one,
and the result will be that as the children
grow up the spirit of thrift will be encour-
aged and later the accounts will be trans-
ferred to the rezular business of the bank.
Perhaps T may be permitted to refer to the
Federal-State grant. The grant is doing
most useful service, and | am sure that the
ultimate result from it will be to inerease

setflement and produciion materially. I
am particularly arateful to the Min-
ister for his decision that the mnch

and justly maligned Perth-Armadale-road
is af last to be fepaired. The reeondition-
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ing of that road is justified in every re-
spect, The road serves not only the resi-
dents of the distriets abuiting on it, but is
one of the main arteries of the State.
It provides access to the districts em route
to Bunbury and beyond and also to Albany
and the districts that extend in a westerly
direction from the laiter port. Dealing with
agriculture, I gather that an addi-
tional inspector and also an agrieul-
tural adviser have been engaged by
the Agricultural Department. As a ve-
sult of the ¥Fruit Diseases Aect, the
menace that fruitgrowers have been faced
with regarding the froit fly and other diffi-
culties may be overcome. Great progress
has been made in the Spearwood distriet
becaunse of {he community spraying that has
been maintained there. The same procedure
couid be adopted with advantage in other
frnitgrowing districts. An inereased expendi-
ture of £11,766 is provided for in the Esfi-
mates and in view of the development that
is proceeding, I am sure no one will question
the wisdom of that provision. I regref, how-
ever, that I can see nothing on the Estimates
to indieate that a cool chamber is to be eon-
structed on Vietoria Quay at Fremantle. A
request for the establishment of those faeili-
ties has been before the Government for a
{ong time. To the exporters of fruit, this is
a matter of first class importance. While
no item appears on the Estimates, 1 hope
that ithe Minister will be able to arrange
for some provision being made on the Loan
stimates. The importanee that the produce-
ing community attach to the question of
marketing has been acknowledged by the
Minister, and we are indebted to him in that
a Bill to eontrol the marketing of primary
prodnets has been introduced. The move-
ment in favour of the coutral of markets
is world-wide. In this morning’s “West Aus-
tralian” appeared a report regarding a re-
quest made by the fruitgrowers of Victoria
for a Bill to control the marketing of their
produce. Already there is an Act in Vie-
toria and South Australia to conlrol the
dried fruits industry and in New Zealand
there is legislation controlling dairying. Im
South Afriea consideration is being given
to the enactment of legislation of this type.
Tn Western Australia there is unquestion-
ahly need for such legislation. It is my earn-
est hope that the Bill which is now before
the Upper House will be passed. The fact
that the area under fruit trees is steadily
decreasing should furnish evidence in justifi-
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cation for the passing of the measure. Some
reference was made in the Legislative Coun-
cil to the operations of the commiltee of
direction: in Queensland and it was suggested
that my visit to that State was limited $o
au interview with Mr. MeGregor, of the
Council of Agviculture. As a matter of fact,
my visit ineluded inspections of Stanthorpe,

Applethorpe, Redland, Montville, Palm-
woods, Nambour, Maroochydore, and
Beenleigh. These are fruit growing areas
and in eaeh centre 1 discussed the
position with growers. 1 am pleased to
note the progress made in connection

with the Hospital for the Insane, but
1 vregret that provision has not yet
been made for the erection of a reception
house and eonvalescent home at Point JHeath-
cote. I am hopeful that before the present
session closes the Premier may be able to
inform the House when these necessary works
will be commenced. It is by no means cs-
sential that the buildings shall be elaborate.
1t a homely building is erccted, more on
the lines of the mental reception home at
Enfield in South Australia, all that is neces-
sary will have been done. Under the pres-
ent conditions whereby those under observa-
tion are held in a ward at the Perth Hos-
pital, the position is not at all satisfactory.
The accommodaliion is utterly inadequate to
say the least of it. I believe thai when these
facilities are provided there will be a
reduction in the number of those who,
on aeccount of their mental ailments, are
compelled io take up their residence in
Claremont. The work of the After Care
Society in connection with the Hospital for
Insane is one deserving of the thanks of
the community as is also that of the Ugly
Men's Association, The Board of Visitors
continue to do good work, associated with
which is Mrs. Casson, secretary of the After
Care Society, and others working in econnee-
tion with these bodies. It is interesting o
note that apart from South Australia, West-
ern Australia bas, on the basis of population,
fewer cases of insanity than any other State
of the Commonwealth. Western Australia
is the most favourably situated regarding
admissions. In this State the admissions re-
present one fo every 3,436 people, wherens
in South Ausfralin they are one to every
2,143; in New South Wales, one to every
1,577; and in Queensland, one to every 1,644,
Thus, the position of Western Australia is
best of all. A tribute should be paid to the
work of the Salvation Army, which organ-
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isation has established inebriates’ homes at
Claremont and at Lincoln-street. In the
opinion of experts those cowmmitted to the
homes because of drunkenness should be sent
there for a longer period than is customary
at present. 1 understand that the period of
detention is usually three weeks, and from
the siandpoint of reforming the individual,
that period is praetically useless. If assist-
ance is to be gained from this work the per-
iod of detention ordered should be much
longer. It is interesting to nole the occupa-
tions of the patients who have been received
into the Hospital for the Insane. A perusal
of the returns shows that tradesmen are not
so prone to mental troubles as are unskilled
workers. I take it that the reason for that
is that the unskilled workers are faced with
greater anxiety in respeet to obtaining and
retaining employment than are those who, by
virtue of their trade, are in a position of
comparative independence. A tradesman has
very litfle diffieulty in obtaining work. The
statistics provided by the Inspector General
for the Insane seem to bear out that point,
Where tradesmen have been committed to the
care of the instifution, not more than one
in any particular {rade is being locked after,
Regarding the Department of the Chief See-
retary, I notice thai £23,620 is provided on
the FEstimates in connection with the Gaols
Department. Here, again, T regret that no
progress has been made regarding prison
reform. Throughout Australia and in most
conntries of the world, a great advanee has
been made in that respect. I was hopeful
that the Government might decide that a
prison farm was desirable, or at least that
some work for prisoners might be provided.
Afforestation, quarrying and road making
are three of the most popular forms of work
in whieh prisoners are engaged in the East-
ern States, and more partieularly in New
Zealand. I have noted with pleasure the
keen interest shown by the Honorary Min-
ister in charge of our hospitals and have
also noted the work done by the chairmen
of the Perth Hospital and of the Children’s
Hospital respectively. There is great scope
for work and T am sure that the interests
of the institutions I have referred fo
are safe in the hands of those pentle-
men. The work entails heavy responsi-
bility and there is great need for money.
The sanatorium at Wooroloo comes under
this department.  The work of the chief
resident medical officer and his assistant,
as well as that of the matron and of the
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staff, are keenly appreciated by the patients.
It is regrettable that the sanatorium has not
proved its usefulness fo the extent hoped
tor when it was established; but coneern-
ing the services of those in charge, there
can be no question. 1 listened with interest
to the remarks of the member for (fascoyne
{Mr. Angelo) in respect of the development
of the North-West. With him and others
1 look forward to the time when a definite
step will be taken for the development of
that great area. It is a part of the State
concerning whieh I know very litile beyond
the information I have had from northern
members. 1 hope it will be possible in the
near future for the Governmenf to arrange
for a visit to be paid by members to sowme
portions of the North-West. T reecall the
visit to the South-West in 1921.  Although
I had been down Lhere on many previous
occasions, yet that carefully organised founr
of inspection was most cducational and
helped one to appreciate not only the diffi-
culties of settlement in the South-TWest, hut
also its great possibilities. A visit to the
North-West wounld be very helpful te those
who desire to know something more about
that part of the State. :

Vote put and passed.
[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Vote—Tourist and Publicity Bureau,
£1,584:

Votes — Legislative Assembly, £2,216 ;
Joint House Committee, £5,127 ; Joint
Printing Committee, £4,211; Joint Library
Clommittee, £375; Premier's Department,
£1280¥; Governor's Establishment, £3,314;
Ezecutive Council, £5; London Agency,
£12227 ;  Public Service Commissioner,
£1400; Government Motor Car Service,
£35,068; Printing, £62,970~—agreed to.

Mr. SAMPSON: The State owes a good
deal to this bureau, which during the past
three or four vears has shown greatly in-
creased activities. Mr. Hayward iz a re-
markably energetic man, full of initiative,
and so 1 should imagine this bareau is more
prosperous than ever hefore. At one time
it was difficult even fo learn where it was
sitnated; to-day if one desires to plan a
tour it is only necessary to go to the bureau
to get the fullest information. I notice
there is on the Estimates of the deparfment
an increase of £78. In my view, hecanse of
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the numbers of people who stiil leave this
State to go East for a holiday, a far greater
inerease in the Estimates would have been
justified. Too many of our people forget
the delights of the South-West, the beauties
of our caves, the comfort of the Caves
House and the enjoyable motor drives
through the jarrah and karri eountry to
Augusta. T wish to congratulate the depart-
ment. 1 have no criticism fo offer exeept
that I think the inerease of £78 is a little
inadequate.

Vote pui and passed.

Vote—Literary and Scientific  Grants,

etc., £9450:
1tem, Law Library, £100:

Mr. DAVY: Although the general im-
pression is lhat the Law Library appearing
here is a lawyers' library, it is nothing of
the sort. It is a library that has to be kept
as part of the Supreme Court machinery.
1t is used by the judges of the High Conurt,
by various magistrates and of course by the
officers of the Crown Law Department.
The grant of £100 is entirely inadequate;
it docs not pay half the salary of the
Lbrarian, Some time ago the legal profes-
sion put up a suggestion fo the Premier
that this vote might be supplemented and a
proper library maintained. Yor this library
as it stands is one of the worst law libraries
in Australasia and is scriously out of date.
The proposition made by the profession was
that if the DPremier were able tfo provide
£700 or £800 per annum, the profession
would find the balance necessary in the first
place to establish a chair of law at the
University, and in the second place to bring
this library up to date. I should like te
hear from the Premier whether he sees any
possibilty of finding £700 or £800 next year.
1t would enable a chair of law to be estab-
lished at the University, which would make
it possible for any young man of brains
and character to become a member of the
legal profession and would at the same time
convert the law library into something to be
prond of.

The PREMIER : This item of £100
has heen provided annvally for many
years past. 1 do not know where the
library is situated other than that it is in
the Supreme Court building, and as to the
quality of the library, I have no knowledge
of it. The proposal referred to by the hon.
member was that the lezal profession should
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assist in the establishunent of & chair of law
at the University. They were to find £400
or £300 per apnum.

Mr. Davy: As a minimum.

The PREMIER. Yes, if the Government
would find the balance, amounting to £700
or £800 per annum. The governing anthori-
ties of the University also approached me
during the past month or two with a request
for the provision of funds to establish the
chair of law. I have not been able to meet
their wishes in this respect. The amount
the University requires each year for the
carrying out of its ordinary functions is
inereasing by approximately £1,500 per
anmum. 1 was not able to find any greater
amount for this year. I am hopefui, how-
ever, of being able perhaps fo do something
in the direction indicated by the hon. mem-
ber next yvear. It would be of considerable
advantage to many of our young people if
they were able to study law at the Uni-
versity and at the same time follow up some
more ordinary avocation instead of, as at
present, having to go into a solieitor’s office
without any reward or salary for a year or
two, If we had the facilities provided at
onr own University it would enable many
of our bright voung people to qualify for
the law, which is denied to fhem to-day, It
is the old story of the State expanding in
many direetions and having insufficient
funds to meet the requests that pour
in from day to day on the Treasurer.
Frequently one is faced with the serions
problem of deciding what should be ecut
out and what should be provided for.
Members in the exercise of their rights will
not hesitate to criticise the Treasury if the
deficit should be too large, and even if the
deficit should disappear, there will be re-
quests for the reduction of taxation and of
charres  for serviees rendered. Conse-
quently the desire for the estahlishment of
new aclivities involving additional expen-
diture must create some difficultv. How-
ever, I shall not lose sight of the matter,
and T hope next vear to he able to do some-
thing in the direction desired.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Treasury, £18,367 —agreed to.
Vote—Audit, £12,797:

AMr. LATHAM: When may we expect to
receive the Auditor General’s report? I
have rereatedly heard the present Premier
say that the Auditor General’s report should
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be in the hands of members before the Es-
timates were considered.

The PREMIER: I have no idea when
the rej o:t will Le available. I have no more
conirol over the Auditor General, or the
preparation or presentation of his report,
than has any member of this House or the
man in the street.

Hon, G. Taylor: It is only proper that
it should be so.

The PREMIER: Of course.

Mr. Latham: Still, it should be here if
it is to be of any use to us.

The PREMIER: It is entirely proper
that the Anditor CGeneral should be free
from any influente on the part of the Gov-
crnment,

Hon. G. Taylor: He is the only officer
that Parliament has,

The PREMIER: That is so.

Mr. Latham: His report should be pre-
gented before the Estimates are considered.

The PREMTER : Perhaps I may be able
to ¢onvey the hon. memher’s views to the
Auditor General. T shall aseertain to-mor-
row when the report is likely fo be avail-
able. .

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Compassionate
£1,789—agreed to.

Vote—Government Savings Bank, £35,911:

Mr. THOMSON: There is an apparent
decrease of £19,000 in the revenue expected
from the Government Savings Bank. I
shonld like the Premier to egplain the rea-
son. T voice a strong objection to passing
the Estimates without having had an oppor-
tunity to consider the Auditor General’s re-
rort. T am not blaming the Treasurer; it is
lis job to rush the Estimates through.

The Premier: I have nothing to do with
the Auditor General’s report. :

Mr. THOMSON: T am aware of that, but
the finaneial vear closed nearly four months
ago and the report should be available.

Hon. (t. Taxlor: We rarely get it any
earlier,

Mr. THOMSON: The Premier is fortun-
ate in getting his Estimates through to thia
stage so quickly.

Mr. LAMBERT: In the Eastern States
one is foreibly impressed with the activity
shown by the State Savings Banks. The
Lranches of our Savings Bank are obseured
or poked awax in eorners that are hardly

allowances, etc.,
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arcessiole and the existence of which the
publie are hardly aware.

Houn. G. Taylor: Thar is on aceount of
the Commonweunith Bank stepjing in.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is frue, bat it las
not prevented Vietoria from adopfing a most
vigorous poliey to develop its bank. Some
of the most beautiful buildings in Melhourne
and in the country distriets of Victoria are
thuse vecupied by the State Savings Rank.
1t is regrettable that the Commonwealth
Bink should have entered the savings bank
husiness. The cheapest money a conntry ean
zet is the savings of its own people, and we
in Western Australia have not exploited those
resourecs to the extent we should have done.
All the employees of the Government should
be agents of the State trving to bring busi-
ness to the Government Savings Bank. T
do not know that anvthing can he done to
eurb the idea of the Commonwealth to make
its bank a national bank. Some people rave
ahout nationalisation, but the greatest pos-
sible challenge to freedom is the desire of
the Commonweaith te nationalise banking.
This will prohably prove to be the greatest
curse of all nationalisation.

Mz, Davy: The Commonwealth is not at-
tem' tinz to nationalise bankine.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1t is, to the exclusion
of States that enjoy self-zoverning powers.

Mr. Davy: You do not eall their running
one bank nationalising banking.

Mr. lindsay: Your party sgreed to the
Commanwealth Bank,

Mr. LAMBERT: I say the greatest pos-
sible menace would be the nationalisation of
banking.

Mr. Lindsay: Or any other nationalisa-
tion.

Mr. LAMBERT: When the hon. member
is even superficially informed of other
notionalisation, I shall discuss it with him.
The constant encroachment of the Common-
wealth upon the avenues of State finances
may even extend to the richts we enjov to-
dayv.

Mr. Davy: Do vou say that the starling
of one hank amounts to the nationalising of
hanking?

Mr. Munsie: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment have denationalised the bank,

Mr. LAMBERT: T do not desire to pro-
ceed further with that aspeot.

Mr. Latham: I should think not after
your colleague has let vou down.
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Mr. LAMBERT: There is not sufficier
activity displayed by the Govermment Sas
ings Bank. The head office is a miserabl
little hovel in Hay-street, whereas in Vi
toria and New South Wales the offices ¢
the State Savings Banks are almost palatis
buildings. The Premier should endeavour t
develop wu active policy for the one branc
of banking left 1o us. I hope he will giv
us an assurance that he does not intend t
stand by and drift out of the business o
banking. There iz no driving foree to hol
tor the State the small amount of saving
bank business that we have at present. Th
member for Gaseoyne suggested earlier i
the evening that we should borrow som
millions of pounds from a foreign coun

trv. Tt is better to promeote thrif
in our own country and then tak
charge of the money and lend it ouf

A vigorous policy should be pursued instea
of a policy of gradually dying, and it is th
latter policy that is apparent in our Stat
Savings Bank.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 endorse a good dea
of what the previous speaker has said.
want to see the State making use of the peo
ple's money. Will the Treasurer conside
{he transfercnee of the Bruce Rock branc!
to the new Agriculéural Bank Buildings?

The PREMIER: I have already takel
that matler up, though it is not yet decided
The Minister for Lands brought it under m;
notice after his recent visit to Bruce Rock

Mr. LATHAM: The farmers are pre
pured to deposit their money with the Gov
ernment.

Mr, SAMPSON: I am anxious to see ou
State Savings Bank get in step with simila
institutions in the Eastern States. We seen
to be allowing the business to go to th
Commonwealth without effective opposition
A lot of cheap money is available to th
Government through the State BSaving
Benk,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I realise that th
Commonwealth Savings Bank have take
away a lot of the business of our State Sav
ings Bank. We knew {hat would happe
when the Commonwealth Savings Bank be
gan operations here, hecause our people ha
been accustomed to deposit at the post office
chroughout the Siate, the post offices beiny
the State Savings Bank branches. Natur
&llv, the Commonwesalth immediatelv sub
stituted their savings bank for ours, Pas
Governments and the present Governmen
lave done the best ther could, hut the



1652

are up against a stiffi proposition in com-
peting with the Federal Government, who
control the post oftices. If our people de-
sired to help the Stale rather than the Com-
monwealth, surely it would not be much
trouble to them to walk another block or so to
the State institution. Can any member snggast
to the Government how the State Savings
Bank can be popularised? Apparently our
people arve more anxious to do business with
the Commonwealth than with the Slate in
this respect.

AMr, CHESSON: The falling-off in the
deposits in the State Savings Bank is largely
our own fault. It is really due to the agents
the State institution employs. It is not
likely that people ewing money to the store-
keeper who acts as agent for the State Sav-
ings Bank will go to him to bank money;
they will go to the post office every fime.
Another gronnd of objection is the fact that
the chartered banks are frequently employed
as agents for the State Savings Bank.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Has the question
of amalgawation of the Federal and Stale
Savings Banks come up for consideration?
When Mr. Fisher was Prime Minister he
made the State Governmenty a proposal
under which the two banks would be amal-
gamated and about 80 per cent. of all the
money in the savings bank at the time of
amalgamation was to he retained by the
State, and, further, about S0 per cent. of
increase in deposits was to be placed at the
disposal of the State Government at one-
half per cent. ahove the rate of interest paid
by the Commonwealth Savings Bank. If
snch an arrangement had been entered into,
the Western Australian Government would
have had the use of a good deal more sav-
ings bank money than they have to-day, and
would have heen protected in the event of
large loans, such as war loans, which mean
Teavy withdrawals from the savings banks.
Are the Treasury officials in a position to
pdvise the Government whether it would not
he better from the State point of view—
the only point of view with which I am con-
cerned—if there were an amalgamation of
savings banks on the terms mentioned? I
helieve such an offer has been accepted in
hoth Queensland and Tasmania. T am not
forgetful of the sentimental desire to retain
the State Savings Bank under the control of
the Western Australian Government.

The PREMIER: In reply fo the ques-
tion raised by the Opposition Leader re-
garding the difference in profits, 1924 was
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an abnormal year with its profit of £31,000.
No previous year had yielded more than
£23,000. Inveshinent reccipts last year were
£15,280 lower than for the previoug year.
This was caused by the redemption of Siate
debentures of £150,000, the interest on which
was 5 per cent, The redemption was for the
purpose of meeting ¢ash requirements. There
was also the repayment of a deposit of
£175,600 with the Western Auvstralian Bank,
which was earning 51 per cent. That he-
g repaid, the interest on it was lost. Fur-
ther, there were holdings of cash in antici-
pation of withdrawals of money to be placed
in Australian loans, The experience of the
savings bank authorities is that whenever
Australian loans are placed on the market,
there are considerable withdrawals for in.
vestment in such loans. Accordingly eash
was held to meet possible wifhdrawals, and
the bank lost the interest which would other-
wise have aecrued from that source. So
the difference between the two sets of figures
is accounted for. As regards the position of
the State Savings Bank, I do not think it is
guite fair to compare Western Australia
with, say, Victoria or New South Wales. It
may be that the savings banks of those
States have finer bunidings, have palatial
oflices; but Perth is a very small city in
comparison with  Melbourne or Sydney.
Moreover, the State Savings Bank has great
difficulty in securing agents. In Viectoria
ind New South Whales populous country
towns where it is payable to rent a building
or put up a building in a prominent position
are far more numerous than here, So the
Victorian and New South Wales institutions
enjoy greater publicity than would prove
payable in our comparatively small ecoun-
try centres.

Mr. Lambert:
in Perth?

The PREMIER: That is one of the diffi-
cilties under which we labour with regard
to the housing of our Government depart-
menfs. They are sprawling all over the city.

Mr. Sampson: But the bank is the awful
example.

The PREMIER: It is going to cost money
to providé a new building. Some improve-
nients, -however, are in eourse of being car-
ried out at the head office. In the smaller
country cenires where there are no Govern-
ment offices, the State Savings Bank manage-
trent are forced io aceept private traders as
agents. In most cases there is no choice, as
only one person can be found willing to

What about the head office
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zeeept the position of State Savings Bank
agent. The result is that the competition
between the State and the Commonwealth
Savings Banks has become enlirely unsqual.
The post office is the centre in the little
country towns. People naiurally go to the
post office; they have business to do there.
And even if they have no business to do
ihere, they prefer to do banking business
which is so essentially of a private nature,
with a Government official rather than a
private business man. To be quite frank, I
fear that the eompetition between the two
banks is going to be even more unequal in
future.

Mr. Sampson: Do you think our people
appreciate the importance of desling with
their own State bank?

The PREMIER: They onght to do so. [
do not know that we should enter into a
great publicity campaign in order to induce
them to do business with their own savings
hank.

Mr. Sampson: That bas been done in the
Eastern States.

The PREMIER : Yes, I know; but
whether we would gel a return commensu-
rate with the outlay required is a point on
which I am doubtful. What fhe member
for Mi. Margaret says is undoubtedly the
fact: the people of this State seem to pre-
fer the Commonwealth Bank. One reason
is facility and convenience, Our people
were always used to do their hanking at a
post oflice in the days before the Com-
monwealth entered inlo the savings bank
business.

Mr. Davy: It was called the Post Office
Savings Bank.

The PREMIER: That is so. The people
have continued on those lines. In Vietoria
there are the two institutions competing
in the savings bank business with a popu-
lation of one and a quarter millions.
Naturally both the State Savings Bank
and the Commonwealth Savings Bank get
a considerable volume of business. In
Western Australia, however, with a popu-
lation of only 360,000, we have the same
amount of competition between the two
institufions. Therein is the difference.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : In the Eastern
States the savings banks lend a lot of
money to the people for huilding homes
and so on.

The PREMIER: I know thai the posi-
tion is not at all satisfactory. The in-
crease in the deposits in the Common-
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wealth Savings Bank exeeeds our own by
a considerable amount.

Hon. G. Taylor : That is the worst
feature.
The PREMIER : The wember for

Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston)
raised the question of amalgamation, That
matter has again cropped up recently. It
will be within the knowledge of members
thatt an agreemen{ was practically com-
pleted between the previous CGovernment
and the Commonwealth anthorities for an
amalgamation. 1t was not proceeded with
so far as Parliament was concerned and
the matter dropped unlil it was revived
recently.

Mr, Thomson: Why did the Government
not go on with it? 1t seemed to me to be
an advantageous offer.

The PREMIER : It may be that one
newspaper which came out with big flaring
headlines regarding what they termed a
betrayal of the people, had something to
do with it. I do net koow whether that
was why the amalgamation proposal was
dropped.

Mr. Stubbs: Do you favour the amal-
gamation of the State and Commonwealth
Savings Bank businesses?

The PREMIER: At this stage I am not
prepared to commit myself. The matter
is under discussion and a dec¢ision will
probably have to he given upeon it within
the next few weeks. I think I am safe in
saying that if the old agreement had been
procecded with, the State would bave ob-
tained, and would be likely to obtain in the
future, much more money than it is re-
ceiving under the present separate ar-
rangement. It was then proposed that
the State should be handed over 70 per
cent. of any increased deposits, That
would have amounted tio more than we
have at our disposal under the existing
arrangement.

Mr. Sampszon: Was that proposed agree-
ment for a definite period?

The PREMIER: Yes, I think it was for
a great many years. I do not think the
savings bank question is one we should
view altogether from a parochial stand-
point. I am as keen as anyone else to
resent encroachments upon State domains
by the Federal Government, but at the
game time, I do not not know that we may
nofi carry that poliey too far. There may
he some directions in which it would bhe¢
of advaniage to Western Australia tc
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effect amalgamations. There is no doubt
that the Commonwealth Bank is here to
stay and its business will be an ever in-
creasing one, while ifs activities will
probably be extended to other towns in
various parts of the State in the near
futnre.

Hon. G. Taylor: I do not think anyone
antieipated that the Commonwealth Bank
would embark upon the Savings Bank busi-
ness.

The PREMIER : XNo, but having em-
barked upon it, they will not leave it. I
think it was very wrong for the Common-
wealth to have siarfed in tha} sphere.

Mr. Thomson: It was an absolute inva-
sion of the State’s rights.

The PREMIER: That is so, but having
commenced the business, it will extend, be-
cause of the position I have referred to in-
cluding the unfair competition with our
own institution, the post offices and so on.

Myr. Stubbs: Tf an amalgamation be
effected, what will become of the officers
of the State Savings Bank?

The PREMIER : I presume provision
will have to be made for the officers to be
taken over as was done with the Taxation

Department. We will have to provide
against the possibility of the Com-
monwealth, after an experience ex-

tending over a few years, withdrawing
from any agreement that we may make
with them. As a matter of fact, the State
made a bad bargain in connection with the
amaigamation of the State and Federal
Taxation Departments. This mistake was
that we did not provide for the agreement
continning over a sufficient number of
years. To-day the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment are demanding a much greater
sum from us on aceount of the work
of collecting our iaxation, otherwise they
say, we can take back out own de-
partment and cellect our own taxation.
That was an oversight on the part of Par-
liament and in any amalgamations effeeted
in the future, we must see that the agreement
will cover a period of years, making pro-
vision, however, {or termination or alteration
by mutual consent. Under the present agree-
ment regarding the Taxation Department the
Commonwealth can withdraw from the ar-
rangement and can dietate its own terms as
to what we shall pay, failing which the Com-
monwealth can fell us to re-establish our own
department.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Stubbs: Then it was a rotten arrange-
ment.

The PREMIER: If 1 remember aright,
the proposal in the agreement regarding the
amalgamation of the savings bank was for a
period of 50 years. However, that question
will receive (he consideration of the Govern-
ment at an early date, T realise we are up
against strong competition and probably, un-
der svme amalgamation arrangement, we shall
receive considerably more money than under
the existing eondifions.

Hon. G. Taylor: There are ample facili-
ties for our people to bank with the State
institution if they desive to do so.

The PREMIER: I think so. We en-
deavour fn establish agencies in every small
distriet hut there is great difficulty in doing
it. Sometimes we have a bank and some-
times we have the loeal storekeeper.

Mr. Heron: People do not like banking
with their storekeeper, to whom they may owe
money. .

The PREMIER : That is one difficulty.

Mr. Stubbs: The present head office in
the city is an uninviting one.

Mr. THOMSON: I am pleased that we
have reecived this explanation from the Pre-
mier. The position regarding the State Sav-
ings Bank is rather to be regretted and we
shall have to give that matter serious con-
sideration, [ would draw the Premier's at-
tention to the state of the bank premises at
Katanning. The huilding wus erected to
accommodate perhaps three or four men. I1f
the premises were under the supervision of
an inspector nnder the Factories Act I am
afraid there would be a prosecution. In my
opinion it would bhe wise to erect new build-
ings for the savings bank and 2 new court-
house. The Agrienltural Bank could he
tronsferred to the old courthouse and the
present buildings could be utilised for what
they were originaily iniended. 1 trust the
Premicr will make some inquiries regarding
the position at Katanning.  The Premier
stated that he praposed to make a certzin
amount of money available for workers’
homes, but if we were to adopt the system
in operation in the Eastern States whereby
those desirous of providing homes for them-
selves could get accommodation from the
State Savings Bank, it would prove a profit-
ahble investment for us. As the member for
Mt. T.eonora remarked, the system of bank-
ing with the storekeeper in country towns
is unsatisfactory for the reasons that have
heen given. As to the amalgamation pre-
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posal, whatever arrangements are made must
receive serious consideration. When this
question was mooted some years ago, when
Sir James Mitehell was Premier, I was priv-
tleged fo see the conditions and they seemed
reasonable enough, I regret that the amal-
gamation was oot decided upon.

Mr. MARSHALL: While I agree with the
Premier regarding the facilities in outback
centres for the State Savings Bank business,
there are some anomalies. I do not bosst
of inside knowledge regarding the aetivities
of the State Savings Bank, but difficulties
aris¢ regarding withdrawals, If a man has
a banking aeccount in Geraldton nnd desires
to withdraw the money at some other centre
he has to wait until such time as Perih com-
municates with Geraldton and the money is
transferred. T had an experience of that
sort two days ago. I was notified that [
would have to wait until next Monday be-
fore I conld get the moncy. In the Com-
monwealth Bank there is a system under
which they have the signalure of the de
positor, and once he is identified, he ecan
draw any amount that he desires. He can-
not do that with the State Bank.

My Sampson: Can that be done in small
branches of the Commonwealth bank?

Mr. MARSHALL: I think so. Tt is only
under the State svsiem that I have found
J could not draw up to the limit of my ac-
count.

My, Thomson: A limit is set at small post
offices.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, a limit of £10
on demand. But even at the head office of
the State Savings Bank one cannot close his
account until the officinls have communicated
with the branch office where the account was
opened. These delays must bave a preju-
dieial effect on the bank’'s business. As for
the point raised by the member for Cue (Mr.
Chesson), 1 know that people do not like
having to transact their private banking
business with the loeal storekeeper.

Mr. SAMPSON: One other mafter: 1
have been informed that elients of the Com-
monwealth Savines Bank in fhis State are
ahle tn operate on their acconnts in other
States when visiting those States. T helieve
aleo there is now an arrangement under
which our State Savings Bank reeciprocates
with similar banks in other States.

Vate put and passed.

nte—Government Stoves £16.40%5—agreed
to.

Fote—Tazation, £14,031:

Mr. THOMSON: 1 should like to know
whether the Premier will take info eonsider-
ation the bringing down of a Bill to amend
taxation in respect of rabbit-proof fencing,
and so bring our Aet into uniformity with
the Federal Act.

The CHATRMAN: e cannot discuss
legislation on the Estimates.

Mr. THOMSON: No, but perhaps the
Premier will indicate his attitude.

The Premier: [ do not think we can have
any amendment of the taxalion Acts this
year.

Mr. THOMSOXN: [ understood from the
Premier's Budget Speeeh that the amount
paid to the Commonwealth for the ecllection
of {axes was likely to be inerensed.

The Premier: Even now it is the subject
of communieation between our Government
and the Commonwealth.

Vote put and passed.
[Mr. Panton took the Chair.]

Vote—Workers’ Homes Board, £12,843:

Mr. STUBBS: Quite recently several
applications for workers’ homes in country
distriets bave been turned down on the
score of no funds, and quite a oumber of
other applications have been received that
will not be dealt with for some months to
come. Ts it not possible for the Premier to
advance more money for the Workers'
Homes Board? The Act was introduced
by a Lahour Government many years ago.
1t bas worked well and given entire satis-
faction, and 1 should like to see its opera-
tions exiended. That is why I ask the Pre-
mier whether there is any possibilify of in-
creasing the grant to enable all genuine
applications to be met.

Mr. HUGHES: 1 understand that the
approved schedale of applications will be
exhausted somewhere about Christmas time,
and that the board have a number of com-
munications from people who have not put
in definite applications. I should like to
know from the Premier whether, when the
present approved schedule is exhausted,
public notice will be given so that any per-
son who wants to make application can do
so, or whether the board will then go on to
exhanst the list of communications that
have been reeceived. When the schedule 1s
cxhausted the fairest way to deal with ap-
plicants will be to give public notice, so
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that all desirous of obtaining advances from
the board shall be on the same footing.
Some land is owned by the board on the
hill at Bast Perth overlooking the river,
one of the finest residential sites in Perth.
That land is lying idle. It would provide
space for only six or eight homes, and it
is a pity the money cannot be found o
erect those half-dozen houses. 1t would be
a sound business proposition, for the land
is earning nothing at present, whereas as
soon as the homes are erected, they will be
returning rent.

The PREMIER: 1 said in the course of
the Budget statement that the Workers’
Homes Board would have available this year
£49,000 for new homes.

Mr, Stubbs: That will not go far. There
are about 100 applications in already.

The PREMIER : 1t will not go far, but
that is a larger amount than has been avail-
able for some years. This is money that
will come to the board by way of repay-
ments. 1 shall not be in a positien to say
whether any new money will be made avail-
able until 1| make up the Loan Estimates.
There has not been any new money utilised
for this purpose for many years, not since
1915, I think.  Altogether £525,500 has
been expended and it has been a splendid
investment. 1t has not cost the State any-
thing, and the values are mueh greater fo-
day because both land and buildings have
increased in value. The reason no new
capital has been made available is because
of the financial stringency and because the
rate of interest has increased. It was felt
that if money was borrowed at a high rate
of interest, the weekly payments would be
beyond the financial resources of the work-
ers. 1 was hoping to be able to resume
building with new moncy as soon as the
interest rate came down. The position of
the money market at the moment is not
bright, not so brigh{ as it was a few weeks
ago. The terms suggested for loans in
London to-day are not so good as could
have been obtained a few weeks ago. It is
my desire to have homes erected. The
hoard have cxtended their aetivities to coun-
try districts in the last few years, and it is
their iptention to continue that poliey.
There is need for workers’ lhomes in the
country districts as well as in the metro-
politan area.

Mr. Stubbs: If you provide workers’
homes in the country, it will prevent a lot
of people from drifting back to the eity.

{ ASSKEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: 1t is a question of how
much money we can set aside for this pur-
pose, having regard to the commitments in
other directions. I shall endeavour to find
some nioney when the Toan Estimates are
prepared.

Mr. SAMDPSON: Will special considera-
tion be given to eountry applications? The
difficulty of securing a home in the country
is considerably greater tham in the ecity.
To finance a howe in the country is difli-
cult, whereas it is comparatively easy in
the city.

The Premier: Much has been done in
the ecountry districts in the lasf few years,
compared with what was done previously.

Mr. SAMPSON: But work has been
stopped during the last few months.

The Premier: No, it has not, becanse I
have approved of two homes this week.

Mr. TEESDALE: Is there any regula-
tion against erecting workers’ howes in the
North-West? On several occasions I have
endeavoured to arrive at the office door
when there was a little eredit balance, but
I have always been quite out of it. I am
given (o understand that there is a mileage
limitation at which these homes are erected,
and I should like to know whether that is
so. It seems to be understood that there is
to be no building in the North-West of
soldier homes or workers’ homes. The
Premier will recognise that if there is a
place where homes are requisite at a Teason-
able figure, it is in the North, where it is
difficult for workers to erect homes on ac-
count of the high cost of material and heavy
freight. I should like to know whether I
am up against a brieck wall or whether there
is a chance of getting a couple of workers’
homes for the North-West, if only for the
novelty of looking at them. We have none
there at present.

The PREMIER: The North-West is no
worse ofl in this respect than are the gold-
fields. The board have not embarked on the
ercetion of workers’ homes at Kalgooriie,
Boulder or in the North-West, It is prob-
ably considered that the security is not as
good as it might be owing to the uncertainty
of the goldfields, and perhaps it is considered
there is some uneertainty ahout the North-
West as well. These little towns rise and
fall, and if a building were erected at
a vost of £400 or €500, it might not be
of much value in a few vears on account
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of depression of trade. It has been the
policy of the hoard to confine themselves
to reliable securities such as I assume the
ordinary banking institutions would take.
I know this was a source of complaint duor-
ing the first years following the passing
of the Aect, so I suppose I shall have to
give the member for Roebourne the doleful
reply that the North-West will not have
workers' homes.

dir. ANGELO: I am surprised at the
Premier comparing the seeurity of an es-
tablisked port in the North-West with that
of a goldfields town depending entirely upon
an industry that in time must disaprear.

The Premier: T did not compare the two;
1 said possibly the board regarded it in
that light.

Hon. 8. \W. Munsie: Workers’ homes in
the North might be blown away by a willy-
willy, or eaten by white ants, and {here
would he no security at all.

Mr. ANGELO: I have not known a house
at Carnarvon to be blown away. The board
are quite ready to build homes at Carnar-
von; in faet they had special plans pre-
puared suvitable for semi-tropical country.
Unfortunately, however, when applications
were made—about 23  altogether—it was
foond that the board had spent all their
money. As to security, the Associated
Banks lend money to businesses at Carnar-
von without any difficulty. The purpose
of the Workers’ Homes Board is to afford
assistance to workers who cannot afford to
go to the Associated Banks. Tt is within
my knowledge that at least a dozen estim-
able workers have had to leave Carnarvon
with their families because they eounld not
get homes. Their retention at Carnarvon
would have assisted to populate the North,
While advantages obtaining in the South
are not extended to the North it is neot
possible to have that population there which
1 feel sure the Premier eamestly desires.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Miscellaneous services, £89,340:
Item,
£2,700:
Mr. THOMSON: Is the amnont of £300

for ‘“other grounds” allocated to some
special account?

The PREMIER: The disiribution of the
money s set out in the public accounts.

Parks, Recreation Crounds. ete,
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The King’s Park receives £2,400, the Point
Walter Reserve £100, the Bayswater Rozd
Board £50, the Mundaring Weir Road Board
£30, and so0 on, The distributien is on simi-
lar lines to that of previous years. When
I first eame to this House, the amount was
much larger and the praclive was to give
granis to parks throughout the State. For
reasons of finance the grants were gradu-
ally reduced to a minimom. The goldiields
towns keenly feel the need of assistance
because of the long dry summer, but for
vears past no money has been found for
them.

Ttem, Refunds of Revenue not otherwise
provided for, £20,000:

Mr. THOMSON : What is the ev.planation
of this item, and what is the explanalion
of the item appearing next, £7,000 for com-
mission on interest paid, ete.?

The PREMIER: “Refunds of revenue
not otherwise provided for” mainly repre-
sent refunds from the Taxalion Departient.
Members know that the department assess
2 man with an amount of tax, and that
whether he objects or appeals he has to pay
the amount of the assessment, Afierwards
it may ke found that he is being compelled
to pay too much, and then a refund has to
be made. That is what this ilem iz for.
The other item is for the work of keeping
the accounts of our loans in London. The
Westminster Bank reeeive a small commis-
sion.

Jtem, Tnterest and Exchange, £28,500:

Mr. THOMSON : What is the explanation
of this item?

The PREMIER: It represents interest
on hank overdrafts in the Eastern States
and in London, and also exchange on re-
mittances hetween the various States, and
so forth. Tt is not expected that interest
on overdrafis will he so great this year as
last year, by reason of flotations. Our
overdrafts will not be so high berause we
hope to float loans.

Ttems, Expenses of Deportation of Rob-
ert Fletcher £37, Expenses of Deportation
of J. Antuloo, & Jugo-Slav, £25:

Mr. LATHAM:
group settlers?

The PREMIER: Yes. I gave instruc-
tions to substitute “repatriation” for “de-
portation.” They were returned for health
reasons, In some eases it is cheaper to

Were these two men
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pey fares back to the Old World than to
keep people on our Charities Department,
possibly for years.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.
]
House adjourned at 11 pm,

A gislative Counci!,
Thursday, 29ih Oclober, 1925,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

LEAVE QOF ABBENCE.

On wmotion by Hon. J. R. Brown, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to the Hon. T. Moore (Central) on
the ground of urgent private husiness.

MOTION—RAILWAY DINING CARS.

HON. A. LOVEEKIN
[435]): I move—

That the present system of leasing the
dining ears on the railways, especially on the
Goldfields line, is detrimental to the best in-
terests of the State, and should be immediately
altered or revised.

(Metropolitan})

I submit this motion to the House because
of a number of complaints and adverse
comments that have been made for some
time past as to the meals and fruit obtain-
able on the Goldfields trains. As members
know, the Goldfields service carries quite a
number of visitors to this State, and it seems
to me that we should equip the train as
well as possible with the produets of the

[COUNCIL.]

State. We bad an instanee only the other
day of one of the delegates to the Imperial
Press Congress who, when coming down
by the train, remarked facetiously, “I
thought this was a good fruitgrowing coun-
tey.” 1 said, “It is a good fruitgrowing
country.” THe replied, “I suppose Jou ex-
port all that is of any value and you your-
selves eat the windfalls” He was refer-
ring to the quality of fruit placed on the
table of the dining ear. Members who use
that and other railway services know well
the miserable fruit provided in a eountry
that ought to ad.ertise by every possible
means ifs eapacity to grow excellent fruit.
1 have tabled the motion to direct attention
to the matter in the hope that this state
of affairs may be remedied. The Chief
Seeretary, in reply to a question I put the
cther day, informed me that the Railway
Department received £100 per annum from
the lessee for the right of conducting the
refreshment ear from Kalgoorlie to South-
ern Cross. That £100 has to come out of
something, and it comes out of the food,
thus giving the State a bad advertisement
while proving of very little benefit to the
Railway Department. On the whole service,
according to the reply of the Chief Secre-
tary, the Government receive £1,250 10s.
per annum. All that money has to be made
out of the food and fruit partaken of in
the dining and Luffet cars, and the revenue
benelits the department very little as eom-
pared with the bad advertisement it gives
to the State. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways should endeavour to improve the ser-
viee.

Hon. A. Burvill: Then vou believe in
State trading!

Hon. A. ILOVEKIN: I have moved the
motion merely in order to direet attention
to the matter.

HON. J. COBNELL (South) [438] I
could have wished that Mr. Lovekin had in-
cluded in the motion that all papers relat-
ing to the lcasing of railway dining cars
and refreshment rooms to the present con-
tractor be laid upon the Table. T hope the
Minister will table the papers. There are
rumours abroad that are anything but
savoury regarding the way in which the
Present contractor secured his contract, I
am given to understand on reliable antbority
that hetter offers were made by other ten-
devers, Tt is well known that the contract



