
[28 OCn-oaEa, 1926.] 1

(if the Government, wich, as other mem-
bers have pointed out, mpay have certain
bad results.

lion. J. R. Brown: It aMid noit haveC
wvorse results than we now have.

H-on. J. NICHOLSON : It is tor us to
consider whether it is wise to pass this Bill
into law. What ought to be done is that
the Government, it they find the present
law is not sufficiently strong to prosecute
with success in the case of these alleged
offenees, should tighten upi the sections of
the Act so as to prevent these occurrences.

Tire Honorary M-Ninister: We could not
get tile witnesses.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It would never
do to say that a manl should be charged anti
convicted without a fair trial.

Thle Honorary Minister: Quite so.
Hfon. J. NITCHOLSONK: Every mnan is

entitled to a trial. We miust not deny any
man justice. We would lie doing wrong in
passing the Bill as it is. The only thing
for us to do is to support the amendment.

Amendment (six monthis) pot and a div-
ision taken with the following- result:-

Ayes .. . .1.0

Nood .. . .

Majority for . I

A
I-on. 3. Duffeit
I-on. V. linmerater
Hon. E. H. Harris
Hon. J. J. Holmes

Mion, A. Lovekin

lion. A. Burstill
Hon. J. Cornell
Hon, J. M, Drew
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. J. WN. H-ickey

A VES.
Hon. P. :E. z. Wilimfot:
Hon. J. Ewing

YRnS.

4A Rs

Hon. J,. hl. Msacfartane
lIon. J. Ntcbotson
I-on, H. A. Stepbenson
Men. H4. J. Velland
Urn. . Rosa

(Teller.)

IIon. J1. W. Kirwan
Hon, W. H, Kitson
Hon. A. J. H. Sow
IMon. J1. R. Brown

(Teller.)

Novce.
H-on, 3. E. Dodd
tipn. T. Moore

Amnenrt thus passed; Bill rejected.

House adjourned at 9.8 p.m.
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Questions. Stock traIn, Bleeknthara-)illdland June-
tiol.....................i

Jury, Uurder Trial .. .. ..
Stock Inspector, Appointment...............II

Bills of Sale Act Amendment trill, Select Committee,
Esxtenslon of tie....................11

Meltn , Parliamnentary Allowance, to Incrase ... 11I
Annual Estimates C eneral debae concluded. Votes

nd itemns discussed ................ i

Tire SP'EAKERI took the Chair at 4.
1)1)., and read prayers.

QUESTION-STOCK tRAIN, MEEK
THARRLA-MIDLAND JUNCTION.

Mr. 2J1ARSBALL asked the Minister f
Railways: 1, Is he aware that the avera
time occupied by the special stock train frc
\i4eckatharra to MAidland Junction is
houtirs? 2, If so, will he have investigatio
made, immediately with a view to ensuli
a more expeditious service?

rrhe MINISTER FOR RAILWVAYS
jplied: I., Yes. 2, In tire Summer timie-tab
whic.h comes into operation onl tire 30th pro
ino, arrangements have been made for tin
loads of stock (o be conveyed from Meek
thar-a to Midland Junction in 3O hours
miinutes.

QUESTION-JURY. MURDER TRIAl

Bit.n G. TAY1,OR (for Mr. Teesda]
asked the Minister for Justice: 1, Is he awn
that a section of the Press reported th
cheering could be heard from thle jury whi
they were considering their verdict at ar
c-ent iniirder trial? 2, If this is correct, w
hie arrange a long vacation for those prese
fromt again acting ill a simjilar capacity?
WVill lie endeavorIr inl future to prevent sui
exhibitions in courts of jurstice at all event

The MItTRFORi JUSTICE replico
1, 'No. 2, Whether thie occurrence took pla
or trot, in airy' event it takes about five yea
to exhauist thle mtueropolitan jury list and th
rEturn to tire saute jurors. 3, Courts Of Prl
lice are held with proper decortun, but he
as elsewhere nervous tension is, on exce
tional occasions, liable to Show itself. 2

regards the jury' , on retiremnent to consid
fltir verdict they are locked in the jury noo

16



[ASSEMBILY4

and 11Q one can approach themu or tamper
or interfere with them in any way; and
their eoin-vetsation. and conduct are abso-
lutely untrammelled,

QUESTIONf-STOCK INSPECTOR,
APPOINTMENT,

r.LATHAM asked the Minister for
Agricultuire: 1, Were applications recently
invited for the position of stock inspector
in the Onacoyne district? 2, If so, in what
newvspatpers was the position advertised? 3i,
flow many applications were received
from--(a) Returned soldiers with the quali.-
fIcatiuns of a veterinary surgeon, (b,) quali-
fied vetitrinary surgeons, and (c) returned
soldiers unquialified? 4, Was. an appoint-
ment made? -5, What qualifications had the
appointee a's to particular knowledge of
sheep?7

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3,
(a) A number of written applications were
received, none of which disclosed that appli-
ents were returned soldiers or had any vet-erinry qunlilications. (b) Answered by (a).

(a) Answered by (a). 4, Yes. 5, A
thorough knowledge of stock; also of the
district. It is, pointed ouit that the appoint-
ment was made with the sole object of
cleaning the sheep of the district of lice
and tick. Veterinary qualifications were,
therefore, not essential1.

BILLS OF SALE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL SELECT COMMITTEE.

Extension of Time.

On molion by Nlr. Davy, the timne for
bringing uip the report was extended frr two
weeks.

MOTION -PARLIAMENTARIY ALLOW-
ANCE, TO INCREASE.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [4.35] : I move-
That in the opinion of this House the Par-

liamentary allowance made to members is in-
adequate and should be immediately increased.

I do not feel Palled upon to apolozise to the
public -for moving this motion. On several
occasions I have been adversely criticised by
the Press because I bad the temerity or cour-
age when speaking on the Address-in-reply
to say that the Parliamentary allowance

was inadequate. After their criticismu, I ask
them to he fair and publish the reasons that
actuate me in waving the motion to-day.
1 shall endeavour to convince every f air-
minded person in the State-as I am sure
I shall convince every memnber of this House
-thnt the motion is justified. I shall en-
deavour to prove that the allegation that this
is a dishonest salary grab from the Treasury
is not founded on fact. Like other -ections
of the community, mernbas of Parliament
arc feeling the great drain on their resource
in consequence of the ever-inctreasing cost
of living and other expenses, and more pa'-
tienlarlY does this apply to wc-mbers who do
not resi de in the metropolitan area. The ses-
Sion each year usually lants for six months,
and during that time conntry mematers have
to reside in a lodging-house or an hotel. I do,
not think I am wrong in stating that three
gu Ina pe wvek is the least a mnember would
spend on that account. This means that most
country members have to keep) two homes
going for six mnonths in the year. 1. ara
justified in stresing che difference aetween
Parliamentarians and other sections of the
community. The people of this State sub-
scribe liberally to charitable and other ob-
jects. After a business career of over .30
years in this State I maintain 1hat. the bu--
iness people of Western Australia give more
liberally to charitable institutions than do
any other setion of the community' . T hRXT
give freely and spontaneously. The differ-
ence between Parliamentarians and mer-
chants or business men is this: Every busi--
ness man provides for expenses incurred
during the year. His donations to charit-
able and other causes are added to the cost
of the wares he sells, just as are his insur-
ance and advertising costs, but if anyone
says that a member of Parliament can pass
on his donations to any other section of the
community, I should like to know how it
may be done. I am not aware of any way
in which such calls on a member's pocket
can he passed on. That is why I say Par-
liamnentarians are differently situated from
merchants and business people. Mly cou-
stituents expect me to keep in close per-
sonal touch with them by paying visits to
the district at frequent intervals. To
illustrate what this involv-es, at the last
week-end I motored between 160 and 170
miles -visiting g-ricu1ltiural shows. and I
know that other country members hare
done like-wise. Had it been necessary for
me to hire a motor c0ir to cover the dis-
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tanee, it would have cost mue at least £C10.
Fortunately, some friends asked me to
accompany them, and so I was spared that
expense. During the couple of years that
have elapsed since the last election, I have
found it necessary to expend considerable
sums in order to traverse my electorate
from one end to the other. This brings
me to a point J. wish to stress, namely, the
value that the State derives from members
visiting the people and seeing the activi-
ties in progress in the outback areas of
this huge State. All members of Parlia-
ment, whether representing metropolitan
or country districts, should make frequent
visits to other constituencies, because the
knowledge thus acquired would assist them
materially in dealing with the Iegislation
that comes before the House. I am satis-
fled that many members have travelled the
country largely as I havie dune during the
13 or 14 years that I have represented
Wagin. Many metropolitan members have
accepted my invitation and travelled as
mouch as 300 miles to Lake Grace, Newde-
gate-before it was scttled,-Lake Pin-
prup and other districts, and each of those
members on his return to the city has
thanked me for the opportunity to make
such an instructive trip. I know that
other country mnembers have arranged
similar visits. Members of Parliament arc
unable to entgage in other kinds of work,
principally owing to the enormous corres-
pondence that a country member has to
conduct with his constituents. The people
from the country make periodical visits to
the city, and it is only natural that their
Parliamentary representatives, after hav-
ing assisted them to transact the business
that brought them to town, should invite
them to lunch or other refreshment at
Parliament House or at one of the hotels.
After a member has met all those calls, h e
has to stand the racket of an election and
face the music every three years. I do
not know what it costs members individui-
ally to fight an election, but I have often
heard the amount stated at £99 19s. lid.
In all seriousness, while some members
may he fortunate enough to get through
an election on that expenditure, I venture
to say that in many of the electorates
owing to the vast distances to be traversed
and the enormously increased cost of
transport and other expenses, it would he
below the mark. Another phase of Parlia-
mr'ntary life is that the fickleness of public

opinion is sometimes expressed through the
ballot box, leading a member outside the
walls of Parliament notwithstanding that
he has carried out his duties honoarably,
faithfully, and with much ability. He is
thrown on the tender mercies of the labour
market, where, after many years of ab-
sence from his original calling, hie may find
it difficult to get back into harness. The
payment of an allowance to members of
Parliament has gone far past the stage
where it can be argued whether the allow-
ance is justified or not. If the people de-
sire representation, they must make the
remuneration adequate, so that a member
of Parliament shall be enabled to perform
his duties in a manner above suspicion. In
some countries of the world members of
Parliament have bran adjudged guilty Of
dishonourable conduct, by accepting bribes
or what is known in America as "graft.l
believe there are in this State some men
who say that they do not want payment
for Parliamentary services. I hope and
believe that the majority of the people of
Western Australia would not accept mem-
bers of Parliament without remuneration.
I have in mind a concrete case bearing on
the point. I was horn in the Victorian
town of Warrnaaibool. During the late
seventies and early eighties the laws of
'Victoria were made by a number of men
without remuneration. Just about that
time the goldfields, which had attracted
so many people from the Old Country to
Victoria, began to peter out. I-hiving come
from agricultural parts of the Old Land,
those people were desirous of settling on
blocks of their own in Victoria. A good
many of them went to the Western Dis-
trict, where, as everybody knew, some of
the best land in Australia was to be found.
Nearly all the rich land, however, was in
the hands of a few men known as squat-
ters, who held it under lease from the
Crown at a nominal rental. The people
desirous of obtaining some of that land
raised an agitationi, w'hich eventually be-
came so strong- that the Victorian Parlia-
ment passed a measure enabling them to
apply for blocks on the holdings of the
squatters. I was too young to remember
aill the incidents of that period, but I
do well recollect that men likie Sir
Brian O'TLoghlen, and also, if I am right,
Sir John O'Shannassy, and other very
worthy citizens of Victoria, were respon-
sible for putting an end to the government
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of the VIictorian people without salary.
Some of the men who graced the halls of
the Legislature at that time were these par-
ticular squatters, and they saw the writing
on the wall. ilowever, they showed them-
selves very cute. They put their heads to-
gether-so it is alleged by men of the
calibre of Sir Brian O'Loghlen, whom every-
one esteenied-and got all their boundary
riders anid jackaroos to lodge applieaiions
onl the date fixed for their receipt. I be-
lieve the advertisement calling for applica-
tions contained anl intimation to the effect
of "First come first served." The squatters
got their boundary riders and jaekaroos to
dummy for them. After a year or two the
jackaroos and boundary riders transferred
their right, title and interest in the blocks
to the squatters. At that time a section of
land in Victoria was 640 acres, being thle
mlaximumi area any one person was allowed
to select. Many Of the selectors, owing to
the heavy nature of thle soil and other ex-
pensive features, were glad to take up a
half-section, comprising 320 acres. m
point is that the land formerly held by
those few squatters now carries a very large
population. I feel convinced it was the
best thing that ever happened for "Victoria
when paymrent of inenibers was introduced
there, and 1 hope that any agitation by
any section of thle people of this State for
the abolition of payment of members will
meet thle fate it deserves. The question
whether £400 per annumj with uncertainty
of tenure and unavoidable expenses is
enough to justify any manl in coming for-
ward is one I desire to ask the public.
How far does £C5 go now in comparisont
with what it would puirchase, say, ten years
ago I venture to assert that from 20 to
25 per cent. more could be bought with it
tenl years ago than to-clay. Rents anid all
other costs have risen. T hire a little cot-
tage in the pleasant suburb of Subiaco, and
I pay £2 15s. per week for the use of that
cottage. Tt is furnished very plainly, but
it suits me. T think it -will be agreed that
after one buys the necessaries of life on
top of paying& rent, there is very little left
out of one's £8 per week, especially having
regard to all the other calls.

Mr. Teesdale: Twelve pounds for a suit
of clothes makes a hole in it.

11r. STLhTh3S. I conlic now to Press criti-
cisms, and I desire to stress this phase of
the matter. The writer of an article argu-
ing the impropriety of members increasing

their own salaries quoted a hypothetical
parallel case. The brilliant writer likened
my present proposa for increasing the sal-
aries of niembers of Parliament to the case
of a manager having been engaged by a
muerchanit for a period of three years and
raising his own salary during the currency
of that term.

Mlr. Teesd ale: Terrible!

,Mr. STUBBS: I contend, and with every
justification, that the two cases axe not
analogous, though thev parallel may appesa
ain isiterestisig argument. 1 claim that mem-
bers of Parliament have entered into no
such contract. Parliament has alwvays fixed
its own remuneration, ever since the time
that constituitional government was granted
to Western Australia. Members have come
forward for seats in the Legislaure in ac-
cordance with the Constitution, under which
Parliament has the duty of deciding all
public questions. M~embers of Parliament
accept the Lull i-esponsibilty for such de-
cisions, and that means that they do not
ask for any dictation. A member would,
iii my judgment, be just as wrong to vote
for an incerease in which he himself did not
participate as for one in which he partici-
pated. In its issue of the 20th of this
mnonth the same newspaper criticised the
proposal to increase Parliamentary allow-
ances. I answer that criticismn by declaring
that all members who vote for an increase
will answer the question of propriety be-
fore their masters at the next election,
That is the check, I contend, on all legisla-
tion and all administration. If my motion
should be carried, no increase canl he made
unless the Government take the responsi-
bility of recommending it. It is safe to
say that the leaders of no party in this
State would wreck their party's futuv(
and their own fuiture by an action
which they thnngl't the mc-joritv al
the electors would condemn. A revie%%
of the various stages of payment of mem-
bers in this State may be interesting. The
first Act for the payment of members was
assented to on the 5th December, 1900, and
the amount, £C200 per annum, wlas made
retrospective to thle opening of the session,
namely the 1.5th August. A second increase
was made at the end of 1910 or the be-
ginning of 1911, when thle amount was in-
creased to £300 per annum. The third in-
crease was initiated on a motion moved by
the neinber for Collie (Mr. A. A, Wilson),
arid was agreed to on a vote by 20 to nine.
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A comparison of the payments made to
nicinhers of Parliament by the Eastern
States and byv the Commonwealth is also
worth givingy. Members of the House of
Representatives and of the Senate receive
£1,000 per annum. Members of the New
South Wales Legislative Assembly' receive
£875 per annumn, while the members of the
Legislative Council of 'Newv Souith Wales,,
which is a nominee House, receive no pay-
ment.

Th le Minister for Works: Let us imitate
that here!

Mlr. STUBBS: 'No fear! In Victoria,
EJpper House members receive £200 per
atnn, and Assembly members K600.
Queensland has no Upper House, and mem-
hers of the Queensland Assembly receive
£C500 per annum. In South Australia, tnen-
bers of both Houses receive the same re-
muneration, £400 per annum, and in Tas-
mania the pa 'yment is £300. The Parlia-
ment of New South Wales has only recently
restored Judge Edmond's fixation of £875,
which the Fuller Government reduced. It
is interesting to note that the Fuller Gov-
erment were defeated at the election fol-
lowing the reduction. That may have been
a coincidence.

The Premier: The only man in the Fed-
eral Parliament who opposed the increase
lost his seat. He did not even collect the
money, hut he was defeated.

Hon. G. Taylor: After he was defeated
he drew his back time.

'rho Premier: Yes, lie drew the arrears.
Mr. STUBBS: I would remind hon. mei-

hrs that of (he members in our Parliament
who votedl against an increased allowance,
ely. one remains.

The Premnier:- \And let himi beware, who-
e-er hie is!

Mr. STUBBS: Of the 16 members who
A etvl against an increase in the Federal.
iloise, five are now nio baiter members.
1 here seems to he an unfortunate curse upon
those memibers who oppose increaves in sala-
i ien. In movingq the motion, I anticipate
thoat the newspapers wvill endeavour to stir
iin feehin g amonast the electors. For myv-
se-hif, T do not care a twopenn v stamp for the
criticism of newspapers. After all, the
-ritcs is merely that of one man sitting

in an office.
Mr. Marshall: And he is usually well

ytaJd.
Mr. STUBBS: Such a newspaper writer

is entitled to express his views and he is paid

fur doing so. May 1 ask the writers of such
articles in the Press sonic questions !

The Premier: And without notice, too.
Mr. STUBBS: I would ask the writer of

the article in tie Press to which I have rti-
fir:ed, whiat wvas his salary in 1920? 1
wju'd ask him lo tell me. then w~hether he
limi not agitatcd for, and received, a big
i'ire.-;e in salary -iuce that date. If my
iilformiatioin is. corret. Ieadei writers and
repiorters on (lie nlewspapers are now re-
ceiving much higher remuneration to-day
than are members of Parliament.

The Premier: fuIil inore. And we say
Jiothliilg about the value of our services!

.Mr. STUBBIS: They aire receiving much
mopre than they l id in 1920.

Mr. Lindsay : Perhaps they do more
w%%ork.

Mr. STUBS: D~o newspaper reporters
have bte sanme obligations aiir calls upon
thneir purses as do memibers; of Parliament?

MNr. Teesdale:- They cannot sell their
papers, without contributions.

Mr. STCBBS: I will give tile newspapers
somietliing else to go on with! I have recol-
iettions of the newspaper proprietors noti-
Lyvingf the public during tile war period that,
owing to the high cost of paper, and to
other inicreased burdens, they were compelled
to double thle price of the daily newspapers.

The Premier: That is the stujff to give
themn.

11r. STUBRS: The war terminatedl seven
years ago and the public still have to pay
2d. for their morning and evening papers.

The! Premier: Dus pite the fact that the
prive of paper han- fallen by quite 300 per
cent.

Mr. STUB3BS: I desire to act fairly.
Will the newspap-ers explain the reason for
his positioni

The Premlier: You wvili have to give
no(tice or that question.

The Minister for Agricullure: What
:i',oi4 the advertisements, too?

Mr. STU13BS: In the course of an article
minoe weeks ago?. ad;versely criticising my re-
£prence to the inadequate salaries paid to
jimiembers of Parliament, the "Sunday Times"
said, "If Stubbs is not satisfied with his
salary' , why does he not get out?" That was
what they said, or worth to the same effect.
Did the "Sunday Times"1 go out of cireula-

d on when the expense incurred in running
thie paper rose so high V Were they so pat-
rioticl I think not. They passed the in-
creasecd cost on to the public.



[ASSEMBLY.]

'The Premier: And at the price, the
".Sunday Times" claims to be the biggest
paper of the lot.

Mr. Marshall:. The "Suinday Times" would
bave gone out of business if W. J. George
had got hold of them.

Mr. STUBBS. I admnit that the "Sun-
day Times" did not increase the price of
the paper to the same extent as the daily
newspapers did. However, the increased
pa ics still remain. No one in poiical life
will object to fair criticism. The members
of my family told me that I would lie foolish

tmove such a motion. They told me that
I would be a marked man. I prefer to be-
lieve thiat the good sense of the majority of
the electors in mny constituency will not turn
tie down because I have the courage! to say
that £1 to-day will not go as far as £1l did
10 years ago. I hope lion, members will sup-
port me in that contention. I should like to
pioint out also that ot' Mond-ay night I was
chatting to a group of sensible fanners at
Kukerin. I mentioned that it was my in,
tention to move this motion, in order that

hbe salaries of mnembers should be increased.
Amon~g the men were two or three who-

Mlr. Teesdalc: Dropped dead!
Mr. STU BBS. There were two or three

who read and think a good deal. They said
to mne, "W don't blame you, because the
present allowance is insufficient, consider-
in.g the high cost of living and other inez-
dental expenses." Those men expressed ap-
proval of the proposition. May I call the
attention of hon. members to the opinion
ex presse I in the lead inrg -columns of one of
t.: principal newspapers in Australia I
tteition this in anticipation of newspaper
'-riticiern. On the 15th May, 1920, the Syd-
:nwv "Daily Telegraph" referred to this ques-
tion and I ask hon. members to bear the
statements of this newspaper in mind be-
vause they are significant. This is what the
newspaper stated-

We do not support the contention that muem-
bers have no- right to raise their own salaries.
There is nobody else to deal with the ques-
tion of members' pay but members themselves,
who are there to treat this matter on its
merits, the same as any other coming within
the ambit of Parliamentary jurisdiction. As
to the Themand that they should first get the
taxpayers' authority, there is nothing ini that
either. How could they get any mnore :aiith-
ority than they receive when elected to do the
duty which ordinarily devolves upon a repre-
sentative of the people. Under our present
system of party government, to make this
question an issue at a general election, so that
the result would show how much and bow little

tite country was willing to pay its representa-
tives, is a practical impossibility.

Mr. Marshall: That is right, too.
Mr. STUBBS: I commend this view to

the critics of this question in the local news-
papers. In reply to the last sentence of the
article in the "Daily Telegraph," it may be
argued that the difficulty can be overcome
by a special referendum on the proposal for
an increase. To this it may be said that a
referendum can be taken, but what intelli-
gent answer can the elector give as to what
is the proper remuneration to he paid to a
member of Parliamentq Quite a number
of them would vote in much the same manner
as the Greek who voted for the banishment of
Aristides, and gave as hiis reason that be
was tired of hearing Aristides being called
"a just man." Many would also vote against
an increase on the ground tlaat the member
of Parliament was getting at the present time
£8g a week, whereas hie, the voter, was only
receiving £4, £-5, or £6 a week. He would
ask why a member of Parliament should re-
ceive a higher wage than he did. The re-
sponsibility mnust be taken by the member
himself- He cannot, if he recognises his re-
sponsibility, vote for a referendum to be
taken on the subject for, by so doing, he
would practically admit that be was not
worthy to be a member of Parliament or to
lake the responsibility of deciding far more
important questions than those merely of
£ s. d. I trust that the mnotion will receive
the unanimous assent of the House.

MR. CHESSON (Cue) tS5.10] : I second
Sthe motion which has been so ably proposed
Fly the member for Wagin (M1r. Stubbs'). I
have niever been diffident in private life in
putting up a case in favour of an increase in
my wages, and I do not see why I should
have any diffidence in endeavouring to put
up a ease for an increase for members of
Parliament, now that I am in this Chamber.
I wish to make no distinction in the course
of my remarks Ibetween members who repre-
sen~t city and country constituencies. I real-
ise thiat a member of Parliament, if he is to
be in a position to deal with the various
mueasures that come before him, in a proper
manner, should travel about thu State so as
to get in touch with the requirements of the
various parts. In many instances we are
aske~d to visit constituendes aind we have to
refuse, because we eanniot afford the expense
involvedl. We have to decline invitations
from various sources, particularly when rail-
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ways are required in agricultural areas, and
we have to refuse on this score. When we
take into consideration the extent of some
of the electorates, it will1 be seen how this
affects lion. members, If a man lives in Cue
and has to travel through his electorate, go-
ing, through Mount Sir Samuel, Lake Darloc
and other places, it means a journey of about
1,000 miles, all of which has to be done by
motor car. The cost of living since the last
increase was agreed to, has gone up consid-
erably. A mn who represents people in
Parliament has to keep up appearances and
that makes for added expense. He not only
has to keep up his persona] appearance but
he has to travel a good deal and incur other
expenses. Members of Parliament have obli-
gatious and expenses that have not to he
incurred by the ordinary citizen. Then again,
members of Parliament have to keep two
homes because, during the time Parliament
is in session, they must be in the city. There
is other expenditure that has to be incurred
iii connection with their work. Then,
of course, there are the elections that
are held every three years. We know
that, acecording- to the Act, a member
is allowed to spend up to £100 for ex-
penses. When one has conducted an
election, there is none of the £100 left. It
must he remembered that a member who has
been in the House for a number of years
loses touch with -his calling in private life, andi
so when he leaves the Rouse he is unfitted to
-resume it. Again, no one hut a member has
any idea of the numerous monetary calls
made upon a member. He is practically
compelled to grant donations everywhere even
to the neglect of his own personal comfort,
for be has to give far more than he can
afford. Probably there wvill be criticism
through the Press, and it will be contended
tlhnt members'have no right to increase their
own salaries without a mandate from the
people. But members have no other tribunal
save Parliament to go to. When members
realise that their salaries are inadequate, the
,only remedy they have is to increase those
salaries. In New South Wales on one occa-
sion 'Mr. Justice Edmonds -was asked to fix
the remunneration for members, and he fixed
it at £97.5. If there were a9 tribunal to which
members could go. it might be reasonable to
say that it was indecent for members to
increase their own salaries. However, since
we have no tribunnal other than Parliament
itself. and since we know that our salaries
are inadequate. surely it is for us to increase

Lheia! It does not trouble me in the least
what the Press may have to say against it.
I know the salaries received by members to
be absolutely inadequate, andI farther that we
are entitled to an increase if we are to re-
present our constituencies as they should be
represented. Our constituents expect us to
visit. them frequently, and economically we
cannot do that on the remuneration we re-
ceive, so I say we shall be justified in increas-
ing our salaries, I give the motion my flil
suppori. I am prepared to go back to my
constituents and justify my attitude and vote
on this question.

MR. DAVY (W~est Perth) [.5.201 I
suppose members will suggest that I amn
what is called in the vernacular "a hit of
a nark" because I do not airree with the
motion. However, I am not goinlg to be
deterred from expressing my views on it.

Ur. Stubbs: You are quite free to ex-
press your viewvs. I do not mind.

Mr. DAVY: Two problems are involved
in this motion. The first is, is the proper
remuneration of a member of Parliament
more than £E400 per annumI The second
is, are members of Parliament entitled to
give themselves an increase, if the answex
to the first question be in the affirmative9
I submit that the answer to the first ques-
tion is extraordinarily difficult. It is diffi-
cult to determine just what is the jot
of a member of Parliament. It differs
enormously with the constituencies repre-
sented.

Mr, Pan ton: Quite right.
Mr. DAVY: Also it differs immensel3

with the temperament and mental eapacit3
of each member. The job can be almosi
anything a member likes to make it, oi
likes to allow his constituents to make ii
for him. There are constituencies thai
expect their member to be a kind of retail
buyer, guide, philosoper and friend, cheat
lawyer, employment broker, and to rendei
almost every other conceivable service thai
can be extracted by one human being froi
another. 'Whether or not it is the job ol
a member to submit to that, must be fom
each member to determine for himself
Agrain, a member who represents a eon
stitueney such as that of Kimberley has ar
entirely different job from a member liki
me, representing West Perth. I am unah
to see how we can put the Job of the mem
her for Kimberley and my lob in the sami
category.

1627



1628 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Lambert: You are onie of the fortu-
nate ones.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, but not the only ono.
It is very difficult to decide what ouir re-
muneration shlould be. Of course the
public have a quaint idea that Parliament
governs the country; they think that the
real C-overnment are assisted in the gov-
erning of the coun try by us. We know
that we do not govern the country, that
all we do in the House is to-

The Premier: Rather hinder the govern-
ing of the country.

Mr. DAVY: Perhaps so. However, all
that we do is to permit the real Govern-
ment to extract any mioney they require
and to give them any legislation they think
necessary to the governing of the country.
That function of course was the original
function of Parliament, and still to a large
extent remains so. It is undoubtedly
changing slowly. The writing ivould ap-
pear to be almost visible on the wall, pre-
dicting the time when members of Parlia-
ment will be performing quite different
functions from those they perform now.
It may be that in time we shall ac~tively
assist in the governing of [lie country.
But when that times cuones, of course there
will bave to be fewver of us, and it is
obvious that we shall require to have
reguliar hours of -work, and make the job
a job in the sense in -which the mnan in the
street understands the lob to be to-day.
As it is) one has, only to look around the
House any night in the week to realise
that a lot of members, whatever their con-
stituents May require of them, and what-
ever they may do apart from their actual
Parliamentary duties, do not make a job
of attending the House or emiryiag out
the functions they are supposed to carry
out in the House, if those functions arc any
more than voting on divisions, Suppose
we assume that the remunneration is, at any
rate for a number of members of Parlia-
ment, insuflicient; how much more ought
it to be? What standard shall we set up?
Are we to estimate it on the value of the
services, or aire we to put it on the round
of the need of the member cif Parliament
to keep) uip a certain standard of life and
live comfortably without at all endeavour-
iag to earn money from an outside source?
Clearly that cannot be so if we are to
lump all members together. Under that,

the job of the member for Kimberley
wouldl tend to become a whole-time job.

Mr. Lindsay: He represents not cattle,
but people.

Mr. DAVY: But obviously he has to go
to Kimberley at frequent intervals and
that must cost him a great deal of money.
IHe gets a free pass tip as tar as Wtvud-
hamn, but after that , le has to make his OWN
way, probably by anl expensive motor ear,
across his constituency.

Mr. Lambert: His allowance should be
doubled.

'Mr. DAVY: Wlell, I could raise no arg-
mient against it. But in the case of the
member for East Perth and the maember
for Wvest Perth 1. see no reason whly wNe
shotild receive any wore than we do now.

iMr. tambert: You could lie cut down by
50 per cent.

Mr. D.VVY: We certailyb could. As an
allowance to manke uip an 'y loss .t may suffer
through being in Parliament. and to meet
any extra expense to which I may be put,
perhaps £200 would be adequate; that,
both for the member for East Perth and
for mne, and perhaps for the member for
Canning also. In passing- I point out that
we do not receive a salary now; we receive
an allowance. That term "allowance" is
always used in referenee to reimburse-
mient of expenses rather than 10 payment
for services rendered. If it be impossible
to differentiate between members of Par-
liament, then perhaps an increase would
be justified to help those members not so
fortunmately situated as the member for
East Perth and I. As to the question of
whether we are entitled to give an increase
of allowance to ourselves, it is truly said
there is no one else who cant give it to us.
Therefore, it is Lurged, we are entitled to
do so.

Mr. Stubbs: It has always been so since
Responsible Coverument.

Mr. DAVY: But I do not believe that
because a wrong thing has been done
always it must always continue to he done.
I am going- to propose a mneasure whereby
the remedy may he forthcoraing without
any wrong beinff done. On this question I
cannot look uplon members as managers of
a business, who are entitled to raise their
own salary' . I have not heard of the man-
azcr of any business who is given power to
raise his own salary. If be did so, the
owner of the business would come down
pretty severely upon him.
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Mr. Lam bert: A solicitor usually assesses
his own value when compiling his own
costs.

MNr. Nlarshall: To the sorrow of those
who employ him.

MAr. DANY X: The laws of the land control
the fees that the lawyer may charge, and a
special official, who is paid a high salary,
is in an office in the Supreme Court ex-
pressly for the purpose of taxing the bills
of solicitors. I look upon members more as
trustees. We have the power to pay to our-
selves what we like, Is it, however, right
for us to do so without giving the benefi-
entries of our trust, those who have accorded
us that power, an opportunity first to de-
ride whether or not they agree with us?
It is obviously impossible to put the miatter
to the people before sorn steps are taken.
No Government could go to the country,
and have as one of their planks the raising0
of the allowances to members of Parlia-
mnent. The oilier side, provided it had been
cunning enough not to adopt the same
plank for itself, would use that as a stick
with which to beat the Government side.
The sound, proper and lo gical method
would be to increase the allowances to
niemhets, and make thatt increase operate
only in respect of the next Parliament that
is elected. We should then have achieved
our object, and the public, could express
their approval or disapproval as they
thought fit. No party question could arise,
bieause we would all he in it, or a sufficient
numiber of each party would be in it to
keep it from being- a party qluestion. Our
constituents could only show their disap-
iroval hy selecting some lierson who was not
a member of either party. If the people
have the sense that we always pretend they
have, no candidate who was opposed to the
increase in the allowance, could possibly
have any success against the honest and
efficient sitting; member. I move an amend-
met-

That the words "is inadequate and should
be immediately increased" be struck out, and
''should be revised'' be inserted in lieu.

MR. THOMSON (TKatanniag) [5.3-51: 7
reL-ret that a private member should have
brought forward this motion, If the Gov-
erimnt. consider that the allowance should
he increased, as they will have to take the
responsibility for paying it, they should
have fathered the matter from the begin-

niug. It is a difficult question to approach.
it is a matter as to whether members arc
to look upon their positions in Parliament
in a professaional1 light. If it1 is to be re-
garded in that light, and members do their
duty by the State and tbeir electors, the
sum that is termed a Parliamentary allow.
anee is certainly insufficient. I do not, how.
ever, think that wvas the intention whey
payment to members was first introduced
The allowance is not a salary; it is a surr
granted to members for the payment ol
exl.enses. Most members have other cali.
ings. f have the greatest synmpathy foi
those wh-Io have no other source of ineonn
titan their allowance. Mlany calls are inad(
upon01 members, but for at least a period ol
six months they are at liberty to folloxi
some other occnpation.

Mr. L-atham: A member has iris Parlia.
iuenlary duties to attend to all the year.

Mfr. Hierona: How could a member do
whant you suggest if he had an extensivi
electorate to visit?

Mr. THOMSON I have an extensivi
electorate, hut I am not drawing compari
sons on that point. If that wvere to he thi
basis of our allowance, a member in the fai
North would receive a larper salary. If thi
principle were extended to the Federa
Parlime nt, the member who now repre
senits iKaloorlie would be drawing mon
than [lie salaries of all the memlbers repre
seating- New South WVaies and Victoria
The present salary was accepted by mnem.
hers for the p)eriod for which they Wern
elected.

Mr. Sleemuan: And you will not aecep
any more?

M1r. THOMSON: 'When members werd
elected for thme lire of this Pariamrent the:,
offered their services to the State. if the'
had looked at the position frons the inone
Lary proint of view f believe that ctuite
large tmanber nould not havec offered thei
serimces. Itost. members gave their service.
to -the State with a g-enuine desir
to as;;ist the country. It would bi.
better that for the life of this Parlia
meat the allowance should remanin as
is, namely, £400 a year. If the Governmen
thought fit to increase the allowance, thi
could lie done in time for the next Parlia.
ment, and the incoming members Could re
ceive the higher remuneration. If the posi
lion of a member is to be looked upon ii
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a professional light, undoubtedly the salary
is quite inadequate. That, however, is not
the way in which the mnatter is generally
viewed. I1 must, therefore, oppose the motion
and the amendment.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) 16.411 -1
eongnttulate the member for Wagin (Mr.
Stubbs) on bringing forward this motion.
It has come at an opportune time. The
public lite of this State is in great danger.
Not only is the pnbhie life suffering from the
general disrepute in which it is held, but the
attractions of office both in Parliament and
in c~utieetion with local bodies are so few
that it is diflicult to induce people to seek
positions. When 1 look round the House and
see the great talent that is displayed here, I1
regard it ats a marvellous thing that so many
men have been attracted to this position. The
first question to be decided is whether a muem -
ber should g-ive his whole time to his Parlia-
meutary duties. I consider he should do so,
although it is not done to-day.

Hon. (4. Taylor: A country member Tins
to do so.

MAr. 'NORTH: If a politician is to he of
any use to the country, whether as a Minister
or a private miember, not only has he to give.
up the whole of 'his year to the duty, but hie
has to spend sonic time in becoming ac-
quainted with the position. As a newcomler
I can see that much time must be devoted
to acquiring a knowledge of the technical
aide of the position. It has been argued that
politicians should be amateurs, as a' set-off
against the profesional politician. The idea
of amateur politicians, however, is a thing
of the past. I cannot see that we shall de,-
rive any benefit from having as members
gentlemen who may give part of their time
to their duties, and look upon the positio)n
more in the nature of a hobby at which they
may pass a pleasant evening.

The Premier: That is a thing of the paist
the world over.

M-Nr. NORTH:- It is a thing of the past
even in Great Britain. The time has comp
when. we may regard members of Parliainent
andl members of local bodies as members of a
profession. If it is to be a profesion we dlo
not want it to be regarded as the most de-
graded and contemptible of all.

Mr. Davy: You would have to make the
salary F2.000 a year then.

M.NORTH:. The question is a difficult
one. We want to attract the highest intelli-
gence in the community. That isi very much

the position to-day, but we cannot be sure
that it v~i1L always be so.

Mr. Thomson: You do not think that by
increasing the salary £200 a year you
are going to get better representatives?

MKr. NORTH: There is a vast difference
to-day between the standard of the average
Federal politician and the average State poli-
tician. In the case of the Federal Parlia-
menit there is a much more attractive emein-
nient offered,

Mr. Thomson: I do not agree with you
on that.

,1r. E. 13. Johnston: It is higher.
Mr. NORTH: There is no comparison,

And I will go jurtker and say that a similar
miistake has been made in, this country in
regard to the higher positions in the civil
serv ice. Recently the Government thought
fit to raise the salary of the holder of the
office of Engineer- in- Chief, because it was
realised that by making the position worth
having, it would be possible to secure the
services of a man possessing more than
average -ability. I would like to see the po-
s4it ion of a member of Parliament made lu-
c'rative enough to attract thle best intelli-
genice in the comm unity.

Mr. Thomson: You' are now casting a re-
tiection on the intelligence of-present mem-
e("r s.

NMr. N ORILt I liave already said that
the present Parliament is fortunate in
respect of its personnel, but we can-
not always trust to the uncertainties of
the future. As tiime goes on and tire
cost of' living increases, and the de-
mands on the purse become greater, mem-
bers of the Legislature should be propor-
tionately remunerated. New South Wales
only recently increascd the salaries of its
members of Parliament. Of course, it is
waniple for the public outside to make jokes
about memtbers end their allowances,'hut I
do not think that I am wrong in the view
Jat I hold(, arid it is that a member should

give 01) the who* of his time to his Parlia-
mentary work, because if he is not busy -with
his electors, lie is busy learning the diffien]-
lit-, of his job. A memrber never ceases his
Parliamientar 'y dirties, if 'he is attending to
the work properlr* . T cannot for the life oe
ine see how the electors should decid-e a
mattter of ths kind. Suppose both parties
this session or nncr session decide to go to
the electors with some arrangemnent that they
%vould support an increase, how would we

zv.the elector-; the choice of voting for lte
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1're~ejit salary, an increase or even a reduc-
Lin ! W'e would require a third party, a
liuny that might be called thie poorly-paid
politival part 'Y. The position could never
Ie deait witb by the people. Of course, it
is simpile for thoac who are blessed witb an
ao~undanee of this, worid~s goods, to make a
part-time job of the position. I am trying
to run a solicitor's office as well as attend-
hIg to mny Parliamentary duties, and I know
bow easy it is for one or the other to be
neglected. I am fortunate in having an easy
constituency to represent, a constituency
that is only six miles from Perth. If the
salary were higher, it would lead to greater
competition at the polls. We always find
that where the position is attractive there is
mnore competition to secure it. I cannot help)
thinking that unless the allowance paid to
Miembers is sufficient. tP Attract the most in-
telligent citizens of Ihe State, there will be
a general falling off in tile tone of Parlia-
muent. The loss to the State, therefore, would
b.- immeasurab 'y greater than if a small
increase were paid to members. T support
the motion,

MR. IAMBERT (Coolgafrdie) [-5.603:
Sorne Years ago in this House we discussed
the question of increasing the salaries of
members, and later on wve found that some
who were most strenuousl 'y opposed to the
increase being granted, greedily took it after
it had been voted. I do not know--and I
say this with all due respect to the member
for We-it Perth-that I hare ever seen that
miember at a greater disadvantage, or more
bankrupt of even the semblance of an
argument. He absolutely camouflaged his
acceptance of this motion by certain stipu-
lat ions which were altogether absurd. He
-- id in effect that any increase that might
he made should take effect as from the elee-
tion of the new Parliament. I understand
thai is his desire.

Mfr. Davy' : I suggested that the matter
be carefully considered. and that some dif-
fe-rentiation should be made, and also that it
,oiild not take effect. at any rate, until

the next Parliament.

Mr. T.AMNRPRT: I take it, therefore, that
-what lie wants is that it shoutl be made
an issue at the nest election. In a cowardly
sort of way he says, let it apply to the next
generation.

Mr. Davy: How does "cowardly" come
in ,

M'tr. LA 3USEICT: it this respect, thi
whenl thle bon, Member was, elected to ni
present West Peth-

Mr. Davy: I was elected at £400 a yea
Mr. LAM3BERT: He knew that just prh(

to that, Parliament had fixed the salarya
£:400, that anl increase had been mnade froi

,1k. Davy: Well?1
r.LMBR:The bun. member toe

no exception to it then and the increase ha
actually been given effect to by the vet
P.rranent of whichl he was sieeking to bi
colie a lliemuljer.

Mr. 1)avy: No such thing.
Urj. LAMBERT: If 'be sion. membi

thought it was not right and honourable fc
i'arliamvnt to increase the salarie,; of
members, that was the time when he shoul
have taken exception to what had previous]
been done.

Mr. Davy: I was not in the country
that time.

'Mr. LAMBEIRT: 1:Even so, the hon. mar
ber must have known, Hie said that the
were varying qualifications that would r
quire varying allowances. For instance, 1
quoted the ease of the member for Kinihe
ley, and rightly so. 1 agree there are mer
hers representing North-West constituenci
whose Parliamentary allowance should I
plussed by 50 per cent. Howev er, that
another matter. Onl the subject of quali!
cation, it is trute that in some instances 0I
qualifications would be distinct from othel
The representation of Kimberley mi
necessitate a know ledge of the country,
knowledge of cattle arid such like, and
may be quits possible that the member f
West Perth may only require a knowledj
of a game of bridge or something like thi
which would be inseparable from the co
stituency that he represents.

Mr. Davy: what do they play at Cc
gardiel

Mr. Teesdale: Two-up.
Yr. LAM1BERT: 1 amn not putting th

forward as being actually the case, but t]
hon. member desires apparently that the
should be a variation according to the di
ferent qualifications needed to represe
the respective constituencies. It may I
as I have said, that a member representil
Kimberley would require to have a kno'
ledge of cattle, while an aspiring yewi
man with an eye on an aristocratic, se:
woulld require to have a knowledge
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bridge. But 1 do not know that that would
get us very far. At any rate the hon. mem-
her was never at a greater disadvaintage
than when he tried this afternoon to camou-
flage his support of the motion. There was
much in his abstract suggestion. For in-
stance, I believe that when a member comes
into this House he should be paid the allo-w-
ance then heing granted, and if ha should
be elected to a subsequent Parliament, hav-
ing then added responsibilities and a greater
knowledge of the country's affairs, the
allowance should be increased by 50 per
cent.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And what would
you do after 20 years' sex-vice?

Mr. LAMBERT. I will deal with that in
amoment. 'What I suggest could go on pro-

Pgressively until a member reached the maxi-
mum allowance of, say, £1,000 a year. If
a mam has been in the public life of his
country f45r 20 years or a quarter of a cen-
tury, he is entitled to a pension a darned
sight more than many of our civil servants.
.Most of the members of the service are in
very nice jobs. They arc on a certain
grade, and go on progressing until the k
reach the maximum. Members of Parlia-
ument have their qualifications reviewed
every three years, and if anyone is entitled
to progressive payment for services renl-
dered to the country, it is the member of
Parliament who is elected for term after
term. Personally I am not much concerned
whether the increase he granted or not. I
can candidly say that most of what I re-
ceive by way of Parliamentary allowance
I1 spend in one way or another in the pub-
lie service of the State. I do not know that
I get any more calls upon my purse than
the majority of members sitting here. But
there is one phase that should be reviewed,
and it is that neither in this House nor in
another place have we a sufficient Dumber
of Ministers. The Ministers who arc serv-
ing in an honorary capacity should be paid.
If we consider it necessary to have Min-
isters to administer departments, those Alm-
sters should receive payment for their ser-
hices, and that payment should come from
hce State and not from any other source.
I hope that, irrespective of other considera-
ions, Parliament will have an opportunity
o review that question at a near date. The
2Jeader of the Country Party suggested
hat an increase of the allowance should be
nade applicable to the next PThrliamenti
'hat is in strict accordance with the Coun-

try Party's platform. To that extent I
sympathiac with the hen, member.

Mr. Thomson: 1 do not need your symi-
pathy.

Mr. Teesd ale: You mean lie wants, it and
cannot get it,

Mr. LAMBERT: His platformn hinds
him from voicing any other opin ion than
that.

Mr. Thomson: That is )lot COsMeet
Mr. LAMBERT. Then I hope the hon.

member will correct me. I understand that,
under the Country Party J)Iqtfornl, mem-
bers cannot vote for ainy increase unless
the electors have first been consulted. Of
course the plank may be so comprehensive,
or so meaningliess, as to make it difficult
for muembers to interpret it.

31r. E. B. Johnston: It is very clear and

Mr. LAMBERiT: I do not think the op-
position to this ])roposal, even the news-
lpaper opposition, is vecry serious. Surely
the more balanced minds connected with
journalism must appreciate the great diffi-
culty confronting a mnember of Parliament.
H-e has no tribunal to which to appeal.
Would the "West Australian-" or the "Sums-
dlay Times" suggest that we sh ould makie
this question an issue at the next election?
Would they like to see the public life of
the country degraded to such an extent that
we should make a mere matter of an allow-
ance increase from £E400 to £C600 an issue
at a general election? There is probably
something in the proposal that a Supreme
Court judge might be asked to fix a reason-
able allowance. It must be conceded that,
with the increase of expenses generally,
members of Parliament arc not receiving
sufficient allowance, and I do not know
that there would be any very serious objec-
tion to their getting an additional sum.
Whether the increase should take effect im-
mediately concerns me little, but it is com-
petent for Parliament to resolve that the
present allowance is inadequate and that it
should be increased immediately.

MR. E. B, JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin) [6.4]: -1 am surprised to hear the
member for Claremont (Mr. North) con-
trasting Federal and State Parliamentar-
ians to our disadvantage.

Mr. North: Not necessarily this State.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: After having

visited the Federal Parliament, it seemed
to inc that we bad nothing to fear from
comnparison, particularly when we consider
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that a majority of our Federal members
had tried to get into the State Parliamuent, or
had been defeated at the polls after serving
a useful apprenticeship here. F"or that, how-
ever, I give themu credit. it is quite proper
that a man should serve an apprenticeship
in the public life of the State before entering-
the national Parliament. I believe we have
as much ability, patriotism and public spirit-
edness amongst our members as exists
amoungst Federal members, although they deal
with larger and more important matters.

The Premier: But they do not deal widt
matters touching so closely the live-i of the
people.Th

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: That is so.Th
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lamnbert) has
mlsrelpresellted the Country Party platform.
It is clear, simple and democratic, It pro-
vides that there shall be no alteration of the
Parliamentary allowance without a referen-
duma of the electors; iii other words, that the
taxpayers who PaY should lie consulted before
an alteration is made. Members who give
their full time to the work and have no other
means of employment mar find it difficult
lo make ends meet.

Mr, Stubbs: Do you suggest they should
take onl the job for nothing?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON:- I regard the pay-
merit as an allowance,' and not as a salary
for a full-timec Position, particul1arly as
LiiL1lberS have the recess of six mionths
to themselves. The motion is opposed
to the platform of the Country Party and,
consequently, I think our members will vote
against it. I prefer the amendment to the
mnotion, but I shall oppose both.

11ON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
[6.6]: 1 oppose the amendment and support
the motion. I am not at all surprised at the
member for West Perth (M.%r. Davy) moving
the- amendment, especially when I carry my
mind lback 24 or 25 years and recall the vary-
ig- opinions of the electors of West Perth.
;Then I tin-t entered Parliament the late 'Mr.
George Leake was the representative of West
Perth. That district has had seven or eight
different representatives in that period. Tlc
'West Perth electors had as member 'Mr. II-
lingwnrth, and since his timie they have tried
all shades, including lay parsons and lawyers.
They ha~l a man of wide political experience
and a most able speaker in Mr. C. J. 'Moran.
Then they tried an auctioneer, Mr. Eben
Allen. and afterwards fell back on the legal
profession by electingi Mr. Draper, now Mfr.

Justice Draper. Thea they thought they he
tailed and decided to try an old lady.

Mr. Marshall :What. about an old womlar
ilon, G. TAYLOR: They tried an elder;

ly and we, lutist say it was a wise choic
The Premier: And now they have gone

the other extreme.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: Alter three years 4

representation by the lady they decided
Jiave another change. In effect they sai
"We have tried lay parsons, and the leg
profession in two different persons, then
auctioneer and then a lady, and what a
we to do now?- We shall go back to the leg
profession." They are the most fickle ele
tors. 1 am not worried about the opinion
the electors of WVest Perth because they
not hold anl opinion for any length of tin
II have represented Mt, Margaret for just
25 years. My electors have made no eban
and have no desire to effect a chem.ge, so f
as I know. 1 cannot say whether that is
mark of wisdom or of good judgment On th(
pail, but I have told them onl every occas]
when thme allowance was mentioned that
would vote for an met ease every time it wv
brought before the House. This I have do
and I intend to do so now. I(have stood t
test of election for almost a quarter of
century, and 1 value the opinion of may eli
tors after having tolid themi repeatedly tl
micmhers. are not sufficiently paid. T
Leader of the Countr 'y Party says the qn'
tion should be tested on the hastings. W
should (ihe Government make it a question
which to go to the country 9

Mr. Thomson: I did not say that.
Hfon. 0. TAYLOR: Then how could it

broug-ht before the country? I have plai
it before my electors for years, and I f
justified in voting for anl increase.

Hon. WV. D. Johnson: Who would dec
the amount to hie submitted to the cleetoi

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: Whyv should the Gi
erni-nent be called upon to interfere in
(:uestion of this kind? It is the duty of
Rouse by resolution to give a direction
the Government -who hare to find the nion

Mr. Thomson: No one knows better tV
do you that Parliament cannot do it with'
a ies.saze from the Governor.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: I want the Goveram',
to bie infonmed in clear language that
House is of opinion that the allowance she
be increased. When the Government kn
of that hy the vote of the House, they
he justified in brin!-ing- dowvn the necess;
leg~islation to give effect to it. If a mess
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be required, there will he no difficulty in the
Government getting it, although it would be
impossible for a private member to do so.
All that a private member can do is to move
a motion as has been done by the member for
Wagin (Mr. Stubbs). Most English-speak-
ing countries have adopted the principle of
payment of members. We in Western Aus-
tralia define it as an allowance, not a salary.
Considered as a salary, it would be small in-
deed, especially when other people arc receiv-
ing salaries of £500 to £1,000, and upwards.
Consequently members should be paid some-
thing approaching the salaries paid to other
men. Since I was a young man I have heard it
argued that sufficient wealthy people possessed
of commercial knowledge and public spirit-
edness should offer their services to Parlia-
ment free. This was done for a consider-
able time, but the people got tired of such
men, and it is useless nowadays for a man
to offer himself for nothing. He would not
g-et in.

The Premier: And the chap who offers
his services for nothing is generally worth
nothing.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We have had experi-
ence of some of the most capable and suc-
cessful business men being returned to
Parliament and proving iqnything but a
success.

The Premier:- Many of them an utter
failure.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: Well, T should not
like to argue the point with the Premier.
There is a certain type of brain required
for politics. A few years ago we had as a
member one of the most capable banisters
in the State, bitt I ask members who were
in the House at the time to say whether
that man was cut out for a politician. Cer-
tainly he wvas nut. On the other hand, some
men who have been a failure in business
have proved to be most capable politicians.
A man whom I knew well in Queensland,
Mr. Kidson, was a failure as a small busi-
ness man. He got into Parliament and
after some years became Leader of the
Labour Party and finally Premier. Some
members may be aware of how he succeeded
the old Liberal Governments there and made
a distinct success of the finances of the
,ountry; and yet, privately, he was not a
zood business man.

The Premier: As a matter of fact, I am
iot mnuch of a business man myself.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Ifon. G. TAYLOR: If the member for
West Perth is opposed to the principle of
payment of members-

iMr. Davy: I have not said any such
thing.

Hon. G. TAYLOR:- I say, if he is op-
posed to it, tihan he is justified in his pre-
sent attitude. But to accept the principle
of payment and then to say that this House
should not decide the question-

MNr. Davy: I have not said that.
Hon. G. TAYLOR :-except as regards

doing it for another Parliament, and that
is what the hon. member said-

Mr. Davy: Yes.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR:-and then go to the
country, thus making the increase 12 or
18 mnonthis before an election, seems to me
absurd. If a man's principles arc against
payment, hie is absolutely justified in op-
posing the motion; but it a man is not op-
posed to payment of members, a principle
accepted all over Australia and in the Old
Country likewise, there is no justification
for opposition to the motion. So far as I
am concerned, and so far as other main-
hers of the Opposition to whom I have
spoken are concerned, the opinions ex-
pressed by the member for A-est Perth are
his own opinions-

Mr. Davy: Of course they are my own
opin ioins.

lIon. 03. TAYLOR: -and not the opin-
ions of the Opposition. I do not wish the
House to he under any misapprehension
about the matter. I hope that the amend-
ment will ho defeated and' the motion car
ried.

THE PREMER (Hon. P. Collier -
Boulder) [7.33]: 1 think the mover of the
motion is well within his rights, and is fol-
lowing a practice that has been adopted
on many occasions here and in other Par-
liamnents of Australia, in submitting the
motion for consideration. The two) propo-
sitions stated very fairly by the member
for West Perth (Mrr. Davy) seem to me to
cover the whole situation. Accepting the
principle of payment of members, or the
payment of an allowance for the services
of members, we have to ask ourselves
whether the amootnt paid to-day is adequate
for the -work performed and the services
rendered to the people of the State.

'Mr. Stubbs. That is correct.
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The PREMIER That is the first qiues-
tion we have to ask ourselves. There should
be only one answer to that question. It is
utterly ridiculous for any person to say
that any member of Parliamenit, even the
least diligent that might be elected to this
Chamber, is adequately recompensed by an
allowance of £400 a year. I t a salary or
allowance of £C300 was considered to be
sufficient in 1910, then surely, having re-
gurd to the decreased purchasing power of
motney, £400 is not anything- like in pro-
portion to what £300 was 13 or 14 years
ago. The messenger in this House who at-
tends to memibers is receiving a higher
salary, having regard to the obligations of
members because of their positions, than are
the members of tile Chamber. ]t is un.
doubtedly true that £150 a year, more
especially in the case of country members.
does not nearly cover the expenses entailed
in carrying out the duties of the position.
Therefore I say we pay the messenger of
this Chamber a greater salary than that re-
ceived. by members for their services. Every
officer of the House is receiving 50 per cent.
more than members of the Chamber. The
gcntlemen of the "Hansard" staff, who re-
port our words of wisdom, are or will be
receiving nearly twice as much as members,
certainly 75S per cent. More than1 members
arc receiving. If we look where we will,
there is no comparison to the miserable al-
lowancc--it can only he termed a miserable
allowance--of £400 a year for the services
rendered by members. It may be argued,
of course, that members are not coiupelled
to devote the whole of their time to their
Parliamentary duties, that they are enabled
to follow a profession or carry on a
business as well as attend to their Parlia-
mentary duties. But my considerable ob-
servation of the work of this House forces
me to agree entirely with the view ex-
pressed by the member for Claremont (Mr.
North), t hat whilst a man may be able to
pnrsne a commercial 'or a professional life
while representing a constituency here,
with very few exceptions, such members
give the fag end of their brains and their
energies to the service of the country.
There is a limit to the working hours of
any man; and if a man is engaged in a
business from 9 or 10 o'clock in the morn-
ing until half-past four or fire in the after-
noon, is it to be said that he can then bring
to hear for another six or seven or eight
hours in this Chamber that clearness of

thought and that alertness of mind which
'are necessary if one is going to give of his
very best?

Mr. Davy: Then members give the fag-
end of their brains to their Parliamentary
lifeI

The l'REMIERM : The lion. member's
observation must have taught him that
Ministers when sitting here in the evening
are often very weary and tired looking;
that is, after spending the day in their
offices. But, at any rate, their work here
does conform largely to the work they do
in the day. They have not to disconnect
all their brain and thought from the busi-
ness of tlhe day and take uip here some-
thing that is entirely different. A con-
siderable proportion of the work done by
Ministers in the day time is the studying
of Bills and other matters coming before
Parliament, and so the task here is in-
finitely easier for them. But, what of the
business man, the director of a company,
or a managing director running a huge
complex business until 5 or 6 o'clock in the
evening and then coming hero, not having
had time to read a Bill through during the
day? He takes up a Bill of 100 or 150
clauses here, and what does lie know about
it?

Mr. Heroin: He does not read it.
The PREMIER: Frequently that is so.

No man can go on indefinitely doing two
days' work in one.

Mr. Sampson: The member for Clare-
mont said that either a member's business
or his Parliamentary work must suffer-
not necessarily his Parliamentary work.

The PREMTER: Should a member be
Asked to let his business suffer for the
country without adequate remuneration?
We are living in an age in which it has
hecome an accepted principle that men
should be properly and thoroughly re-
munerated for the services they render,
whether to an individual, a business, or
an institution. I should say that when
men are giving their time and thought to
the service of the people as a whole, it is
quite impossible for themn to attend fully
to some other business or occupation as
well; and no mewmher should be asked to
sacrifice his personal welfare or his busi-
ness without proper recompense from the
State to which he gives his services. Not-
withstanding opinions that may he ex-
pressed in the Press and in various
quarters, I do no~t believe that the great
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majority Of the People of this country
would ref use to make a proper and
adequate allowance to the Kinca who serve
themt in this Chamber.

Members: Bear, hear!
Thle PREMIER: I1 do not believe it for

a moment. It is merely a newspaper cry.
"T1,e salary grab" makes a nice beading,
.ad perhaps nice copy.

XMr. Teesdale: There is no murder on
just now.

The PREMIER: It has been shown to-
night that those who criticise us in that
respect are not in conformity with public
opinion, because iii this Parliament of
Western Australia, and in the Federal Par-
lianient and every one of thee &ther State
Parliaments where salaries have been in-
creased by memnhers, the mnembers have
been returned and their actions have beeii
endorsed by the electors. The lpeople are
bigger than 'some of the critics who would
belittle Parliament and representative in-
stitutions. For my part 1 say that any
attempt to belittle Parliament and repre-
sentative institutions is to do the work of
the direct actionist. NXothing is going to
take the place of Parliament and of gov-
ernment of the people by Pc1.rlianient ex-
cept direct action, and those who reflect
upon Parliament are reflecting upon the
people wvho elected it. It is not possible
for water to rise above its source. Snub
criftics are doing the work of those who
would overthrow the whole policy of Par-
liamenitary government. It cannot be
denied that the allowance is altogether in-
sufficient. That does not admit of argu-
ment. The next question is whether it is
a proper thing that we should increase our
own salaries without the consent of the
peojple. 'The inembers of the House are
elected to take responsibility in this direc-
tion. The people have entrusted this and
every other Parliament wvith infinitely
mlore responsible work and greater tasks
than thle mere deciding as to an increase
of their salaries by at hundred or two a
year.

MJr. Davy: But nnthing in which we are
so much interested.

The PREMIER: If we believe that the
allowance is not suifficient, why should we
refrain fromn saying so or giving a vote in
that direction-7

Mr. Davy: No reason at all.
The PREMIER:. Rut there are members

who admit that the allowance ought to be

greater and yet take the stand that moin
hers ought not to vote themselves anl in)
crease. There is no other way of doing ii;

31r. DAVY: Yes, there is; we can votb
it for the next Parliament.

The PREMIER: 1 am coining to that
There is no other way whatever of doinl
it, exceplt throuigh this Parliament. Th(
iueie~r for WYest Perth says we can voh(
for anl increase to apply to the next Par.
liatnent. What would hie the object oi
that 9 That the people of Western Ans
tralia might say whether they endorse thi
action or not?

Mr. Davy: Partly that, and also becausi
we have come here onl a.n agreemnent t(
take £-400 a year.

ThlePWtE : We have not. Th4
hon. mnember is wrong there. The onl2
memibers who have come here on an agree
nicent For three years are those who har4
delinitely pl'Iedged themselvesa that the ,
will not vote for an increase. The logica
position is that the person who stood foi
a seat for three years at a salary of £401
did not commtit himself to continue fo;
that £400 for three years unless he said t(
thme electors, "I pledge myself not to voti
for anl increase during the three years.'
Only meml'ers. who so pledged themselve.
are corniniitted. Other members aerepte
the position at the £400 with a free ham(
to vote aecording- to their jUcdginent 111)0
this as they do upon all the other question
that come before themn, except in so far a
they have comnni1itted them11selves to mail
principiles. That contention is illogical. I
is not correct to say that membhers enterci
into a contra-2ct With thle elctors for Hirle
yearVS.

Mfr. Stubbs: No, that is all riubbish.
The PREMIER : The neather for Wes

Perth (Mfr. Davy) says we shiould do tha
and let the elctors decide. flow on cart
are the electors to have anl opportuunity t.

Afr. Lathianm: By putting ipl eandi
dantes and giving the electors that oppor
tuni ty.

The PREMITER: Fn which ease we wvoul,
find mnen like the lion. memiber going roun
thle country anti the electors having to al:-
prove of the candidate whbo was the lea
hin-irmni frmibteir point of view. L~et ii
etmuider that position. 'What would be th
position of the prohibitionist? One candi
date uight agree with prohibition and wit
nine-tenthis of the views of prohibitionisa
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Put might approve of en increase in the
Ilairies of members,. How will the electors
letermine upon their candidate? Are they

.iIWto Subordinate all other principles aind
ileeide purely on the issue regardiii- th- n

ecse in salaries?
lion. G. Tavior: No.
The PREM3IER: Of course they would

not do so. Take an lion. mnember who may
believe in thle policy of contract versus day
labour. 'The Country Party may have a
candidate wholly opposed to thle principle
of' day labour, hut may not conformn to tire
views expressed by the Leader of the Coun-
try Party retarding the increase in salary.
What will the Country Party' doi What
will be the determining factor regarding that
enarldidate ? so it will he regardiug the
whole of the electors. There is no end to the
tim-rstions that could crop uip in the eirtcui-
stances. The only way to get an expression
of opinion from the electors would be to dis-
caurd all other questions entirely and have
eamlidates in favour of or in opposition to
the increase.

Mllr. Davy: Y'ou will not give the electors
even that poor chance.

The PRENIIER:. Because it is ridiculous,
atisurd, impossible and impracticable.

Mr. Davy: The elctors may not think so.
The PREMiER: I am certain they will.
Mr~. Dav 'y: You have said nothing to eon-

-.'inee themf.
The PREMIIER: Would the bon. mew-

ber be content to let that be the sole issue
in the West Perth electorate?

Mr. Davy:- Certainly, I would not mind.
The PREiMIEfl: A man who would be

content to slip into Parliament on pre
judice of this kind would be a very poor,
useless sort of individual when he got there.

Hon. W. DI. Johnson: He would not get
here.

The PREMIER: No, because there is no
constituency in 'Western Australia where the
electors do not rise above that sort of thing.
The method suggested by the member for
WVest Perth (Mr. Davy) is an utterly im-
possible one. The only alternative would be
the platform of the Country Party which
favours a referendum being taken. What a
tremendous question to put to the people in
a ballot.

Mr. E. 11. Jobhnston: I thought you be-
lieved in referendums.'

The PREIRhER: How could the question
he put by way of referendum? There would
be somec in favour of salaries of £C150, £200

or even up to £1,000. I-low could we frame
a ballot paper that would result in a true
expression of opinion being obtained from
thle public?

Hon. W, Di. Jiohnson: 'Mr. Mongyer would
have to declare a figure.

The PRENIER: Of course that method
is almost impossible. It is a ridiculous issue
to put to the electors. M~embers; are sent
here to carry out their responsibilities. Here
we are dealing with the disposal of £C9,000,-
000 without any referendum of the electors,
but merely according to the judgment of
members and in conformity with the main
principles of the policy out-lined before the
atounutry. We have all these powers without
the necessity for reference to the electors.
We canl build railways, Jim-hours and other
public works involving millions of money
and we can do this without any referendum.

lIon. GI. Taylor: There is also the big
'rater supply undertaking.

The PREMIER : Yes, but this little
uestion must he put to the electors. The
whole position has arisen because of the
timidity and, I say it without offence, want
of courage on the part of candidates for
Parliament and of members of Parliament
themselves. The whole amouLnt involved, let
us assume, is £16,000. What a huge sum
compared with the £9,000,000 that we are
dealing with in the Estimates!

Mr. Thomson: Then you have come to K
decision as to the amount of the increase.

The PREMIER: No, I said, "Let us as-
sume." The House will have to determine the
increase.

Mr. Lambert: Don't say too much or we
Nill knock some of thje increase off.

The PREMIER: As the bon. member,
no doubt, will not dravi it, it will be a mat-
ter of indifference to him.

Hon. 0. Taylor: The member for Sat-
anming may be like that other member of
Parliament who drew his back salary when
he was defeated.

The PREMTER: I believe the people will
get better service and better representation
by a recognition of the work hon. members
do in this Chamber by giving them something
like reasonable compensation or allowance
to cover the expenses involved by such po-
sitions. This is not a party question and I
specak only for myself. However, if the
inot ion is agreed to, I will submit it to Cab-
inet with a recommendation that a Bill be
introduced to give effect to the desires of
lion. members.
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Amendment put and negatived.

Question put and a
the following result.

division ta

Ayes
Noes

Majority for .

M r. Angelo
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mir. Corbor

Mr, Corerley
Mr, Cunningham
M r. Denton
31r. Heron
Niga Hoflan
Mr. W. D. Johnson
M r. Kennedy
Mr. Lamnbert
Mr, Lemon,!

Mr, Davy
W1r, .LB. Johnston
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Sampson

Mr. Ltey
Mr. Mann

Avos.

TOHS.

QMr. Marsh.
Mr. MeCall
M r, Munsie
Mr. North
Mr, Panton
Mr. Slea
Mr. Stubba
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Teesda
Mr. Tray
Mr. A. W a
M r. Willeo,
Mr. Wither
Mr, Wilson

Mr. Thorns
Mr. C. P.
Mr. Latam

,Mr. Grbt
IIMr. Brown

Question thus passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 192

In Committee of Supply,

Debate resumed from the prey
on the Treasurer's Financial State
on the Annual Est.imates; M-r. F
the Chair.

Vote- Legislative Council, £C1,42

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [7.,;
opportunities each session are
members to comment on and, if
to criticise the administraition of
erninent so far as it afects the xvl
or any particular portion of it.
part T shall content myself with
ing on the administration of this
ment and also of past Goveroment
as their treatment of the North an
West is concerned. The timeI
wvhen this question should be serio
sidered.

Mr. Teesdale: You should xvau

Loan Estimates.

INr. ANGELO: No, this does not affec

ken with the Loan Estimates. 1 desire to lodge E
protest against the unfair treatment of thi

28 North-West by past Governments. T(
7prove that the North-West has not had a

fair deal, 1 propose to submit some coin

21 parative staternents. First of all let u:
take the population of that portion of thi
State south of the 26th .paralcl and corn
pare it with the population north of thai

all line. I think we shall find something stir
luw prising to mnembers. In 19.11 the popula

* tion in the South was 287,372. In 1924
had risen to 362,605, or an increase o:

0 75,22S. In 1911 the population in thi
North was 6,340. In 1924 it had deeline(

16 to 5,42.2, or a decrease of 1,124. We an
told that this has been due to the decline o:

Losbrough mining in the North. To some measure tha
Ck imay be so. But mining in the South ha:
a declined to a far greater extent than in thi

(Teller.) North, so we mus~t look for other reasons
which I propose to touch upon presently

an It is not only in population that the Norti
VasDbTouila shows a serious decline. In 1011 there wern
M in the South 11-2,639 horses. In 1924 thn

(Teller.) number had increased to 148,253, or an in
crease of 35,614. In 1911 the horses in thi

a. North numubered 27,638, and in 1924 thin
9number was 26,863, or a decrease of 755

Ia 1911 there were in the South 105,67f
head of cattle. in 1924 the number wa!
236,.373. showing an increase of 70,695
In 1911 the cattle in the North nutmberec

5-26. 077,900, and in 1924 the number wai
665,191, or a decrease of 12,769. In 1911
there: were in the South 3,049,707 shecep

'jous day Tn 1024 the number had grbwn to 3,813,941
meat and In the North in 1911 the number wai
3anton in 2,361,835, and in 1024 it was 2,182,623. S(

in sheep alone, while the South was in
L3. creasing by 764,234, the North was de

creasing by 170,212. The decline in tho
S] : Two mining industry of the North had nothing
afforded to do with that. These figures, 1 claimn

necessary, prove that preferential treatment has bees
the Gov- shown to the South. It is not in stoel

mole State alone, for although in 1911 there was hui
For my very little wheat produneed in the South

comment- last year the wheat harvest reachec
Govern- 24,000,000 bushels. Of course, we have nr

ts so far wheat at all in the North. Millions oJ
ad North- pounds; have been spent in the South 01
has come gr'oup settlements, soldier settlements, tin
usly eon- wheat and dairy industries, and in the en

conragement o4 ag.-ricultutre. All these wn
tfor the have been denied in the North. So, too

iii the South enormous sums have been speni
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.upon harbourz, prublic buildings, and rail-
-ways. It must be seen by this convincing
evidence that there has been considerable
ne~glect of the North by nest Administra-
tions. When we coinsider the defence as-
peet it is clear that there has been criminal
aeglect of the North. Nothing else could
.account for the Thet that we have in the
North fewer people, fewer stock and less
wealth than we had 13 years ago, whilst
the southern part of tine State has gone
ahead by leaps and bounds. The whole of
the energies of successive Governments
-domiciled in the South have been used for
.the development of the South. Before the
Disabilities Commission Mr. Keenan, who
prelpared the case for the State, submitted
a table showing that out of loan funds since
the State entered Federation only £2,681,935
'had been spenit urn tine development of the
.North. When wie remember that our loan
.expenditure during that period amounted
to considerably over £50,000,000 it is seen
how little the N orth-West has had from this
source. No balance sheet has been kept
to sho-w what the revenue and expenditure
in the North hare been, although Lord
Derby in 1883, when discussing Responsible
Government for Western Australia, urged
that a separate account should be kept of
revenue raised and expended in each district
of the Colony. a this has not been done,
it is impossible to say whether or not the
North has been a drag on the South. From
figures obtained from the Taxation Depart-
ment it is seen that nearly 20 per cent. of
the people of the North pay income tax as
against 3 per cent. of the people of the
South. There we show that the North con-
tributes very fairly to Consolidated Rev-
enue. Mr. Simpson, the Under Treasurer,
when before the Disabilities Commission, in
answer to a request for a return showing
the revenue received by the State from the
Worth, said it was not possible to get a re-
-turn of the taxation collected from that
source, but that a return of land rents had
been made out showing that the annual land
rental in the North amounted to £91,'697.-
When he was asked as to the expeinditure in
the North-West, he said he had already given
a return in respect of loan expenditure,
and that he thougpht the ordinary expendi-
ture in the North would be only slightly
in excess of the revenue received other
than by land rents. He was then asked
-would he say that the country north of the
26th lvfrallcl had heen a financial burden

ontshe State. is reply was that he did
nut think it was a burden to any extent
beyond the cost of the upkeep of the steam-
ers and the Wyndham Mteat Works. in
answer to a question as to whnether tihe rev-
clnue from land and income taxes balanced
thre expenditunre, he said it was balanced
by the interest on loan expenditure on the
trading concerns;. 1-I added that it was im.
possible to get out figures without a tre-
mendousj amount of work, but that front the
Ist July instructions were to be issuted that
would enable tine department to have fig-
ures compiled in thne future in case of em-
ergeney. it was then put to hint that the
State's case as prepared suggested that the
initerest on tihe large suim of mnoney bor-
rowed for the North-West was lost to the
State. His reply was that the loss on the
North-West was not as great an had been
originally thought when first the ease was
prZesented. That should dispose of the
statement that the North has been a drag
on the South. As showing, too, that the
North is still getting ufair treatment, let
me give two instances that occur to we:
last year the Treasurer brought down a
Bill increasing the land. tax, and told us
that a set off would be given in the redue-
tion of railway freights. Very good. Our
people in the 'North have to pay that extra
land tax', but as they have no railway they
have no set off against it. That is an in-
stance of unfair treatment. Another in-
stance will be found in the heavy charges
levied on the jetties in the North-West.
Until a few years ago it was recognised that
jetties were provided as a means of getting
the settlers' produce away, and so long as
the handling and wharfage charges met the
cost of administration and of handling, no
profit was looked for. A very different
thing now appertains. According to the
returns I have for the year ended S0tb
June, 1919, there was a loss of £170; foi
the year 1920 there was a loss of £226; fom
the year 192]. there was a loss of £93
Then the Government started to raise thi
handlingo and wlharfage charges, with thE
result that, instead of a loss, in 1922 then
was a profit of £852- This was inercae
in 1923 to a profit of £1,176 6s. 7d., and ir
1924 to a profit of £4,437 5is. 3d., and Ins
year was increased to a profit of £4,87'
3s. 10d. When we take into consideration
that there are less than 2,000 people in tha.
digtrict. who look to Carnarvon as thei
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port of call, it will be seen that they art
penalised to the extent of Z3 per head in
extra taxation as compared with the people
elsewhere in the State. This is not a fair
thing. Thle compensation that was promised
the people of tihe State because of the in-
creased land tax, compensation that is al-
lowed to the people of the South by way
of a reduction in railway freights1 should
also be allowed to the people in the North
by way of a reduction in wharfage and
handling charges on the goods they have to
import and on the produce they are ship-
ping away. The North-West comprises
527,906 square miles, as a'gainst the south-
ern portion which contains 448,014 square
miles. The northern portion of the State,
north of the 26th parallel, is considerably
larger than the southern portion. They
have a coastline of over 2,000 miles in
length. Adjacent to this huge coastline we
have thousands of islands rich in marine
wealth of every description. There are
whales, pearl shell and turtles in abund-
ance. There is any amount of other wealth
that should be put to use for the prosperity
of the State, and yet nothing is being done.
We have over a dozen magnificent harbours
in the North-West, better than in any other
portion of the State. One harbour, Napier-
Broomne-Bay, is the largest deep water,
land locked harbour in Australia. It has
an area of 217 sqtiare miles as compared
with Sydney harbour, 27 square miles. We
thus have a perfectly good harbour in the
North at least eight times the size of Syd-
ney harbour, which is supposed to be one
of the finest in the world. The hinterland
beyond these ports contains big mountain
ranges, extensive tahielands, heavy and re-
liable rainfalls, noble rivers, and good soil.
Some of the rivers are navigable for many
miles. These would make the cost of hand-
ling produce less than would otherwise be
the ease. We have been told by a few
people who have traversed the northern
areas, including 'Ar. Easton, that there are
tens of millions of acres of magnificent
grazing land there on which not a hoof of
stock is running. There is an abundance
of water. The country needs only de-
veloping and encouragement by the Gov-
erment. These areas cannot be taken up
by single individuals, because there are
many dangerous natives living there. The
work has to he done, in the same way as
Lord Forrest opened up Wyndham. It
must be done by expeditions under Govern-

mieat control. The money spent would be
wrell repaid. This country contains districts
in -which the rainfall is excellent. In some
parts the rainfall is as low as 8 inches, but
in other parts of the liimberleys it is uip
to 60 inches. The rainfall is also regular.
In the summer time heavy dews are experi-
enced,

The Mlinister for Agriculture: Which is
the 60 inches rainfall belt of the Kijuber-
leys ?

Mr. ANGELO : JIt is in the West Kim-
berleys. The rainfall is marked on the
Government plan. This land, we are told
by experts, will grow sugar, cotton, manize
and all tropical fruits.

Tire Minister for Agriculture: What ex-
perts?

Mir. ANGELO: The Government have
had experts up there.

The Minister for Agriculture: What ex-
pert said it would grow suigar?

Mr. ANGELO: We are told by experi-
enced men that sugar can he grown there.

The Mlinister for Agriculture: It cannot
be done.

Mr. ANGELO: It can be tried.
Mr. Teesdale: We can grow cotton there.
The Minister for Agriculture: We may he

able to grow cotton.
Mr. ANGE LO: Many things can he grown

there, and experimiental plots should be
started. The Government could make a move
in that direction. In the south experimental
farms are dotted all over the place, but there
are none in the North although we comprise
more than one-half of the State. We have
made a start with banana-growing on the
Gascoyne, and this is likely to prove success-
ful. The great land I refer to is known to
con Lain good gold mines. Unfortunately
many of these are not being worked because
of the expense attached to operating them.
These expenses are very much heavier than
they are in our Eastern Goldfields. Govern-
ment assistance should be given in that direc-
tion. We have copper, iron, tin and prac-
tically every base metal known to the min-
eral world. Mfore encouragement and assist-
ance arc necessary to tire people there in
the way of cheap f reights, before these mines
can be worked at a profit. If previous Gov-
ernments had spent some portion of the
money they arc now spending in the South
in opening up the land in the North, and
encouraging the various industries that look
so promising, they would have bad returns
in one-fifth of the time that they will receive
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them from the farms and group settlements
being established in the South. From the
point of view of wealth production, the set-
tier in the North would be of wyreater eo-
nomie value to the State than any settler
in the South. The Government seem to have
Ibeen disinclined to develop the North. One
Minister of a previouis Govermuent told us
in this House that 25 years hence would be
sufficient time to start the development of
the North-West, We cannot wait 253 years.

Mr. Teesdale: You and I cannoL.
Mr. ANGELO: I should like to know the

opinion of members of the Press delegation.
These gentlemen arc well up in the world's
polities and in the world's conditions. They
know the necessity for populating and de-
veloping every part of the Empire. I should
like to know what their opinion is, and if
they think we can wait 2.5 years before we
begin to develop the northern portion of
this State. From time to time Gjovernmients
have sent experts to the North. We h ave
had experts there-Mr. Crawford, Mr.
Despeissis, Mr. Macdie and Mr. Ifamp-
shire, the dairy expert. They haxvc all re-
commended that settlement should be comn-
mented there and experimental plots estab-
lished. We have all read 'Mr. Despiessis'
]look, iii which lie points out that nearly
everything in the way of tropical products
can be grown up there. He has urged that
experimental plots should be established, and
yet nothing hads been dune. It seems to me
lin if everyone lias put somne discouragement
in the way of a start being made. In the
Gascoyne we have a Mr. Coe who has come
from Queensland. where be has had exper-
ience of 15 years of tropical fruit growing.
He came to see it he could get. land here in
order to commence growing bananas. He
went to the Agricultural Department. They
said, "We have any amiount of land." They
sent him to the Serpentine, to Harvey,' to
the Chapman, and everywhere down South,
hut did not mention the N,\orth. He went to
those places. but found the land unsuitable
and that the conditions would not apply.
He was just zoing away when he heard of
thle po~sihility of the kind of land he wanted
being available in thle Cascovne. He in-
spected it and was satisfied. For six
mnonths he practically sat on the doorstep
of the Lands Dlepartmnent trying to get land,
but he could not get it and finally went away
disgusted. Later on Mfr. Colebateb, who had
been away when M.%r. Coe first attempted to
secure the land, returned and teler-raphed to

him to conic back and made the laud avail-
able. -Now I1 think we shall have something
done. The other day I received a letter
from some people represutingu a capital of
about £.100,000. They wanted concessions
along- certain parts of our coast in order to
establish a turtle factory. They, too, were
discouraged. It was only after seeing the
M1inister, and urging upon him to reserve
portion of our coastline to enable these peo-
ple to inspect it, that we have been
fortunate enough to -satisfy this partic-
ular syndicate. These people are prepared
to lay out no less than £50,000 or £:60,000
in eitablishing a factory in the North-West.
To-day I have received a teleg-ram saying
that they are sending- their expert over. The
other day I received a letter from a man in
New South Wlales, -who sent mne a copy of a
letter he had received from the Lands Dc-
partnient. lie had wtritten over to find out
if there was any portion of the North-West
that still required to be explored. He was
p~repared to put in £2,000 Of hlis own Money,
and organise a party for the purpose of ex-
ploring- the unknown portions of the 'North.
The letter that was sent to him from the
Lands Department: stated that there wsas no
part of thu NYorth which had not heen ex-
lhorerl. Faniey turning- away a man who

was prepared to Finance an expedition at a
cost of £2,000, and telling him that no por-
tion of the 'North1 had not been explored!
The other day ain injunction caume out-this
is a Federal matter-preventing petrol being
carried up to the North. The State Govern-
inent should -have stepped in here. They
must recog-nise thu great obstacle that will
be sdt inl the vayv of the northern settlers.
It may mean that shearing will he stopped
in some of tie sh ed s. Petrol required for
motor wagons, which are bringing in the
wool, will not be available and serious trouble
will occur. The Government should immed-
iately place the matter before the Federal
authorities with a view to having this dis-
ability removed.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: The Fed-
eral Government are too busy.

Mr. ANGELO: Take the quiestion of the
Federal road grant.

The Mfinister for Agriculture: It is a State
road grant. "Federal road grant" is a mis-
nomer.

Mr. ANGELO: I know it is on the pound
for pound 'basis. It is laid down that
population qhould not be the only quali-
flcation for the expenditure of the
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money anti that area also must be considered.
Because of that this State got a larger
share of these various grants than would
have been the ease if the money had been
allotted purely on the population basis.
The Government accepted the grant on
those conditions, hut immediately it is
applied to this State the policy changes,
and we in the North get a very small
quota of what we would have been justly
entitled to receive if the original condi-
tt-ons thad been carried out, as the Federal
Government intended them to be carried
out. We are all satisfied that there is
great need for the prompt development of
the North. The considerations of national
security demand a well balanced policy of
population distribution. All the population
must not be brought to the South. We
have heard the Premier and the Leader of
the Opposition talk about the need for
populating our great empty spaces. I agree
with them, and they admit the great neces-
sity for it from the viewpoint of defence.
If that is to be the viewpoint, why not
start to populate that portion that is
adjacent to the menace at present exist-
ing? Why go away 3,000 miles in a south-
etly direction to start populating and
developing? We know that within seven
days sail of our northern ports there are
no fewer than 1,00 million people whose
natural increase is at the rate of 5,000,000
annually. These people are becoming
more accustomed to the use of munitions
of war, and we notice by the paper to-ay
that the Bolsheviks are trying to train the
Chinese to their way of thinking. The
menace is increasing every day. Mili-
tary experts say that the next storm
centre will be in the Pacific. It will be
shifted from the Atlantic, and this part
of the world will be where the conflict will
take place. We must admit that the
emptiness of the north is a first clas
danger, and it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to try to rectify that. The isolation
of the people in the South-West from
Melhourne is no greater than the isolation
of the people of the North from Perth. It
is therefore necessary that the Govern-
mnent should do their utmost to develop
and populate the North. Rut the question
is, can they do it? Mr. Scaddan, one of
our ex-Premiers, gave evidence before the
Disabilities Commission, and this is what
appeared in the Commission's report-

Mr. Scaddan emphatically expressed his
opiAion that the development of the State of
Western Australia, comprising as it does an
area of 075,920 square miles "is so tremen-
dons that the task is too much for the State
Government. It is too enormous for one Par-
liament, and the Parliamentary representa-
tives generally, to have a complete knowledge
of the whole State and its requirements, while
from the financial standpoint, the task is im-
possible as well."1

That is the opinion of a man who has been
in politics in Western Australia for a
great number of years. We all agree that
it is impossible to administer the North-
West by a Government situated in the
South. It takes a Minister a month to go
to W~yadham and back. It was with the
idea of something being done in the direc-
tion of assisting the North, that, eighit
years ago, when I entered this House, I
urged that a North-West Department
should be created, and that there should
be a North-West Minister with a voice in
the Cabinet. What happened? A depart-
mnent was established and a Minister was
appointed, but all sorts of other duties
were crowded on to isF shoulders. We
still have a Minister for the North-West,
but look at the other important posts that
he is expected to attend to! His duty as
a Minister of the North-West is an ex-
crescence on his various other functions.
If the Government is to continue to
develop the North-West, there must be a
proper administration, and the Minister in
control must spend half his time in the
North-West, and give his personal atten-
tion to matters there. Then he could d&-
vote the other half of the year to his Par-
liamentary duties and he could advise
Cabinet as to the course that should he
followed.

Air, A. Wansbrough -That could also
apply to the South-West.

Mr. ANGELO :Nothing of the sort.
Anyone can leave here in the morning,
proceed to the South-West and return the
next day. One could go to Espernce and
back in a few days. Whyv do you went a
Minister for the Souith-West?

Mr. A. Wansbrongh: Group settlement
should provide enough work for one Min-
ister.

Mr. ANGELO: I agree with the hon.
member there, because of the importance
of group settlements and the large amount
of work the scheme entails.
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Mr. Isamond: What is wrong with group
settlements for the North?

Mr. ANGELO: I am advocating that,
and I am going to ask the hon. member's
assistance. Mr. Hampshire, the dairy ex-
pert, has written a most favourable
report on the proposal that group settle-
mnus should be established straight away
in the Gascoynie district. Since the issue of
that report we have had an engineer's re-
port to the effect that any amount of water
is available, and that means have been found
by which it is possible to raise it. No fewer
than six Government engineers reported on
the matter from time to time but not one
-was able to show us how to raise it. It took
a layman to d~o it. What I say now is that
if the Government cannot carry on the task
of developing the North-West they should
admit it and take steps by which another
authority might be enabled to come in and
carry on the work. Speaking in this Cham-
ber on the 9th December last year, the Pre-
mier sid-

The North-West portion of Australia re-
quired special treatment. It was an obliga-
tion of the Commonwealth to assist Western
Australia financially to develop the North-
West. It was beyond the financial powers of
the State to develop the rest of the State and
the North-West as well. It was the duty of
the Commonwealth to assist the State in de-
vdloping the North-West just as it wvas its
duty to find very considerable sums for the
development of the Northern Territory. There
was not much hope of the State (W.A.) giving
the North-West much assistance for many
years.
There he practically endorsed what Mr. Scad-
dan said two or three years before, that the
development of the North could not he
started for a quarter of a century. We
would 14~e to know what was in the Pre-
mier's mind. How many years does he say
it will take to carry out this great develop-
mental work'? We cannot afford to wait. In
setting out the case of Western Australia
before the Disabilities Commission, Mr.
N. Keenan, l{.C., speaking as the mouth-
piece of the Government said this-

B3y far the most important problem which
faces the Government of Western Australia is
that of immigration, and particularly of settle-
ment of the lands in the preat tracts of the
North. It would be not only impolitic, but
highly dangerous, and manifestly unjust, to
leave the North-West and North unoccupied
and undeveloped.
I want the Government to say what it is pro-
posed to do because it is my wish to help
ti-em. to carry out what appears to be their

laudable desire. But the question is, can
they do it! We beard the Leader of the
Opposition say the other night that tbere
ivab u~v desiire to surrender any part of this
territory to the Cornouweallh or to any
body. But if the Government cannot carry
on the work of development, why do they
not own up to it? It would be only States-
Manlike to do so. It would be only fair and
just, not only to the State but to the Corn-
muonwealth and the Emnpire as a whole, if
the Government admitted their limitations
and asked the Commonwealth to take over
(his territory and develop it for us. There
is nothing to be ashamed of in having to
admit inability to develop the North. The
Premier has already said that it is the
duly of the Commonwealth to help us. Then
whby not go further and ask the common-
wealth to do it for us? The other part of
Western Australia would not lose anything
by the creation of a separate State or a
Crown Colony. The territory cannot be
shifted from us; it must always adjoin our
boundary. We would still get all the trade
from that part. We have heard people say,
"How could You Possibly start a new State
with only 6,000 people." Western Austra-
H-a had only 2,000 souls when the first Leg-
islative Council was established. Mr. Higgs
who was Chairman of this Commission,
went to great pains over the question of the
development of the North. He took evidence
from dozens of men who thoroughly under-
stood North-West conditions, and he made
this recommendation regarding, the North-
West:-

I therefore recommend-That the Govern.
meat of the Commonwealth invite the State of
Western Australia to surrender to the Com-
monwealth that portion of the North and
North-West of Western Australia above the
26th parallel of the south latitude on the fol-
lowing terms:-

(a) That the Commonwealth shall take over
the sum of £3,680,231 of the public debt of
the State of Western Australia, incurred on
account of the North-West to 30th June, 1924.

(b) That the Commonwealth shall under-
take, within a period of 12 months after the
surrender of the territory, to create a new
State of the said territory, granting such re-
presentation in either House of the Common-
wealth Parliament as the Parliament thinks
fit-

(e) That the Commonwealth shall grant to
the new State a Government, partly nominee
and partly elected, with powers equivalent to
the powers possessed by the Legislative and
Executive Councils Of Papus.

(d) That the qoestion bow much shall the
grant to Western Australia over and above the
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25s. per capita allowance, be diminished upon
the surrender of the territory, be determined
by mutual agreement between the Common-
wealth Government and the Government of the
State of Western Australia, or in the event of
disagreement, by an arbitrator who shall be
a citizen of the British Empire.
That is Mr. Riggs's considered opinion of
what we should do. If the State Govern-
ment admit that they cannot develop the
North in the very near future, it should be
handed over to the Federal Government to
be administered as a Crown colony. It
should have a legislature consisting of a cer-
tain number of Government officials nomin-
ated by the Crown and an equal number of
n-~sidents of the North elected by the peo-
pie. Those elected by the people would act
in an advisory capacity and keep the officials
vIcll advised regarding local conditions.
That would be an entirely different arrange-
ment from what existed in the Northern
territory which was administered solely by
Government officials sent from 'Melbourne
who knew nothing whatever about local eon-
'litions. The legislature I suggest for
the North-West should function in
conjunction with the Federal Parliament,
and any laws passed would have to receive
the sanction of the higher authority. This
should apply until the population of the
North rose to say 25,000 or 80,000 people,
when it would automatically become a
separate State under the Federal Constitu-
tion. There are two courses open to the
State Government-they must either hand
over the territory to the Commonwealth
Government to administer and develop, or
do it themselves. If they are going to do
it themselves, it must be done in a proper,
efficient and expeditious manner. The only
way to do that is by raising a special loan
for the purpose. Members may think it
is rather unusual to suggest the raising of
a special loan, but it has been done before.
We raised a special loan to provide water
for the goldfields; special loans were
raised to establish group settlements and
for soldier settlement. Although the
North sent a far greater number of men to
the war in proportion to population than
did any other part of the State, I do not
think we hare bad more than five soldier
settlemenits in the whole of the North.
Nearly the whole of the money for soldier
settlement has been expended in the south-
ern portion of the State. I wish it to be
distinctly understood that I would much
prefer that we ourselves should develop

the North, but it has to be done and it is
no good waiting as we have waited during
the last eight years. Every Governor's
Speech 1 have heard read-with the excep-
tion of the latest speech in which thie
Premier was honest enough to say nothing
about the N~ith-has contained a pious
promise that the development of the North
would receive immediate attention. The
member for Roebourne was fortunate
enough to secure a jetty at Onslgw, which
should have been provided 20 years ago,
but that is the only work of any magai-
tude done in the North for years past.

Mr. Lamond: The Federal Government
did not make too good a job of the North-
ern Territory.

Mr. ANGELO: I am not advocating a
similar administration for the North-West.
The Northern Territory was governed by
omfiials sent from Melbourne who under-
stood nothing of local conditions. If we
had a Legislative Council of say 12, six Gov-
ernment officials and the other six mem-
bers elected by the people, it would be
satisfactory.

Mr. A. Wausbrough: Really a system of
smaller States?

Air. ANGELO: Exactly. The Govern-
ment should be hionest -.id acknowledge
that the task of developing nearly' a million
square miles of country is too great for
them, if such be the case. 'No one would
blame them or consider that they were not
standing uip to their job. To develop the
southern portion of the State is a Herou-
lean task. The North consists of nearly%
one-fifth of the whole continent and should
have a separate administration. If the
Premier and his colleagues think they can
do it, they should get on with the job
straight a'way.

AMr. Teesdale: On last year's Estimates
they said it was too big.

Mr. ANGELO: But the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition say they do not
wish to surrender any portion of our terri-
tory. If that is their considered opinion,
let them adopt the only alternative of rais-
lug a big suim of money in order to get on
with the job without delay. The Premier
may say it is difficult to obtain money.
There is any amount of money offering in
America.

TMr. Teesdnle : We do not want any
American money.

Mr. ANGELO: Why not?
Mr. Teesdale: Because it is tainted.



[28 OCTOBER, 1025.] 1645

Air. ANGELO :Americans money is at
present being lent to Germiany and other
countries because we will not have it.

Mr. Teesdale: Pretty good places for it
to go to.

Mir. ANGELO: It is being used to assist
our reeent enemnies to build up a tremend-
ous empire that probably will be used
against us. America offers us the money.
Why not take it? Dloes not the hon. mem-
ber realise what a great thing it would
have been for Australia if we had bor-
rowed £100,000,000 from America?

Mr. Teesdale: Yes; the Americans would
have owned this place now.

Mr. ANGELO :Probably they would
have had a mortgage over it. If we could
borrow a hundred millions of money from
America, we would have a thundering good
assurance against any future war.

Mr. Lambert: That is a very indecent
suggestion.

Mr. ANGELO: It is correct.
Air. Teesdale: Ask your own country for

the money first of all.
Mr. ANGELO: England hats placed anl

embargo on loans.
Mr. Teesdale: Only temporarily.
Mr. ANGELO : Surely Great Britain,

with all its dominions and colonies, can use
all the money it has available.

Mr. Lambert: You have very little know-
ledge of finance in Great Britain. A black-
fellow has a better knowledge.

Mr. ANGELO: America has any amount
of money to lend on good security. She is
prepared to lend it toa Australin. She con-
siders our land and people good enough to
lend us the money, and we can get it at a
very reasonable rate of interest. It would
be a big advantage to Australia if we
owed America a good lumip of money in
future. If the member for Coolgardie
(',%r. Lambert) saw a house burning, he
would probably say "It is bad luck" and
pass on. If he bad lent a couple of bun-
dred pounds upon it, he -would rush in to
save the property.

Mr. Teesdale: Not if it was insured.
Mr. Lambert: So you think the filthy

lucre from America is better than Britishi
sentiment?

Mr. ANGELO: The bon. member is help-
ing America to amass its filthy lucre; be
bought an American motor ear.

The Premier: There are other aspects of
the question apart from a house-burning.

H~ave you thought of America being in-
volved in a war and, because of her finan-
cial hold upon Australia, drawing Aus-
tralia into it agaist her will?

Mr. Teesdale: And would not she like a
shot?7 She would have her pound of!
flesh.

Mr. ANGELO: The chance of Australia
with five millions of people being dragged
into a war to help America with 120)
million people, is not so important as get-
ting America with her 120 million people
to help us with our five millions of people.

The Premier : And Australia would
make a very excellent base for America in
the event of such a war.

11r. Tecsdale: Quite right.
3Mr. ANGELO: But we cannot shut our

eyes to the fact that millions of American
diollars arc being lent to build up foreign'
countries wvith whiech we and the Amiericans
have nothing, in comion.

Air. Loambert: Then for God's sake bor-
row it for the Primary Producers' Bank!

Mr. ANGELO: The bon. member cannot
lake anything- seriously.

11r. Lanmbert: I cannot take you seri-
nil sl y.

Mr. ANGELO: We talk of America as
our big brother.

Mr. Teesdale: It is a red rag.
'.%r. ANGELO: G;reat Britain has many

a time been g-lad of American assistance.
We heir of our great ambassadors going
from England to America almost e:ery week
to trv to cement the relations between the
two countries.

The Premier: Do you know that Britain's
financial difficulties are due to the way
America squeezed her when she undertook
to pay her wvar obligations?

Mr. ANGELO: Then why not get a little
of it back?

Mr. Teesdale: You never undertook a
more rotten speech in your life.

The Premier: That is the cause of the
Old Country's trouble at present.

Mr. Teesdale: Yes, America has bled her
white.

The Premier: The Americans squeezed
Great Britain and Great Britain alone, and
now they are scjueezine little Belgium. I
should not like them to have too much of
a grip upon us.

r.ANGELO: We have 20 millions of
money in Australia that came from Amer-
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lea, and the Premier has acknowledged that
two millions of it camne here.

MNr. Davy: Fortunately America is not
our creditor; we got it through another
channel.

The Premier: The Americans do not
know% Western Australia in that transaction.

Mr. ANGELO: Cannot some more be ob-
tained through the same roundabout way?

The Premier: You were advocating that
we should borrow direct.

Mr. ANGELO: If the Premier can get
the luncy from Great Britain, he should
4o so, [lut we must have this money for the
North. We require two or three millions to
start the serious development of the North.
If hie cannot see his way clear to make
z start in the imimediate future, he
,should acknowledge the limitations of
the State and ask the Federal Government
to take over the North. The work is going
to take sonmc time. There is no use waiting
until trouble starts. Se' oral decades will
be needed to develop and populate the
North. The sooner we make a start in that
direction, the sooner we shall have some
kind of defence. It is the duty of every
Premier and Prime Mfinister in the British
Einpire to assist in forging the great chain
of defence that the Empire must of neces-
sit ' establish. At p resent the North-West
of this State is undoubtedly the wieakest
link in the chain of defence.

11r. Lamnbert: And you wvant to throw
American shackles around our necks.

Mr. lathamn: You had a good holiday in
America once.

Yr. Lanbert: At American espense.
Mr. ANGELO: If we cannot develop the

North, let us hand it over to the Common-
wealth. 'orkey is wanted for the work. It
is the duty of every mail in a high place in
the British Empire to help to complete the
chain of defence that will enable the Empire
to carry' on, so that the British flag will
slways float over the Empire on which the
sun never sets.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [9.41: It is a
-subject of congratulation that the Govern-
ment are continuing the policy of develop-
ment inaugurated by Sir Ja mes Mitchell,
and in particular that the work of group set-
tlement is proceeding. I am glad, too, that
the contract system has been introduced
into the groups. Tn this connection we may
roasonnbly and properly congratulate the
Minister for Lands, who has shown a keen,

earmnest and practical desire to push on the
work connected with group settlements.
Personally I am convinced that the day is
not far distant when there will be a con-
siderable quantity of butter fat and other
dairy products coming from that portion of
the South-West, with the effect of helping
the State materially and preventing the
flow of money to the Eastern States that
has continued for so many years. I was
surprised to note that the Premier expects
a deficit for the current financiaL year, a
greater deficit than that for the year just
closed. The estimated deficiency for this
year is £98,079, whereas last year's defi-
ciency was £58,897. The Budget antici-
pates a remarkable increase in receipts from
land tax. I have no doubt that the amount
budgeted for will be easily secured. Last
year it was anticipated that a sum of
£C75,000 wvould be received, whilst the actual
receipts were £1I13,867. This year the an-
ticipated receipts from land tax are £150,-
000. Part of this sum, 1 understand, will
be used for the construction, reconditioning,
mainteuance and repair of main roads.

The Premier: There might have been
some idea of that last year, but "thme minds
of men are widened with the process of the
suns."

Mr. SAMPSON: The statement made
last year, 1 take it, holds good until it is
definitely withdrawn.

The Premier: My statements of last ses-
sion were merely intended to provide for
the needs of that session.

Mr. SATUPSON: Now we know. I hope,
however, the Premier will find it in his
heart to make another statement on similar
lines this session. 1 note that the additional
revenue expected to be derived from land
tax, incomen tax, dividend duty, totalisator
duty, stamp tax, probate duty, and licenses
amounts to almost £C100,000-0£9,061, to be
exact. The anticipation indicates a belief
that we are going to have a good year, and
I hope thme realisation will live up to the
estimate. There will, of course, be addi-
tional outgoings, as is only to he expected
when the country is being developed and
additional services are needed. The amount
of income anticipated gives added weight
to the Opposition Leader's suggestion that
the Premier's anticipations in regard to a
deficit for the current year are hardly justi-
fled. I hope they are not justified, and I
am sure the Premier hopes s~o too. Alto-
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getber the anticipated increases of' revenue
for the current year amount to £451,285.
In addition there is the 460,000 expected
from the Federal Government. ,Accord-
ingly, a good surplus may reasonably he
looked for. One matter in which Western
Australia is specially interested is the State
Savings Bank, on which subject I have
spoken before. I would draw the attention
of thle Committee to the fact that althoug-h
the deposits for the current year hare
slightly increased and the operations show
a small profit, there is unquestionably great
opportunity for the development of the
bank. We know how necessary this money
is for the development of Western Aus-
tralia, and I am hoping that as a means
towards the end of securing that money
better accommodation will be provided not
only at the headl office of the hank but at its
branches throughout .the State. Ink many of
our provincial towns the erection of build-
ings for the purposes of the State Savings
Bank would be well justified. The Govern-
ments of the Eastern Stetes pay special at-
tention to this matter, and I do not doubt
that our Premier is giving consideration to
it. One aspect as to which little if any-
thing 'has been done, is publicity regarding
our State Savings Bank. The patriotic as-
pect miight he stressed in regard to the in-
stitution. Another institution of the kind,
tile Commonwealth Savings Bank, is oper-
ating in various centres of Western Aus-
tralia; but I believe that if the people of
this State were- made to realise thoroughly
that the money deposited in the State Sav-
ings Bank is used for the development of
'Western Australia, there would be a con-
siderable increase of business. I noted
with pleasure the growth of the savings
bank funds in connection with schools. I
understand that 45,254 children in our State
schools have made deposits in the State
Savings Bank. The idea is an excellent one,
and the result will he that as the children
grow up the slirit of thrift will he encour-

a ged and later the accounts will be trans-
ferred to the regular business of the bank.
Perhaps I may he permitted to refer to the
Federal:State grant. The grant is doing
most useful service, and I am sure that th~e
ultimate result from it will be to increase
szettlement and production materially. I
am particularl 'y sratefnl. to the Min-
ister for his deciciun that the much
and justly maligned Perth -Armadale-road
is at last to be fepaired. The recondition-

ing of that road is justified in every re-
bpect. The road serves not only the resi-
dents of the districts abutting on it, but is
one of the main arteries of the State.
It provides access to the districts en route
to lBunbury and beyond and also to Albany
and the districts that extend in a westerly
direction from the latter port. Dealing with
agriculture, I gather that an addi-
tional inspector and also an agricul-
tural adviser havea been engaged by
the A1gricultural Department. As a re-
sult of the Fruit Diseases Act, the
metnace that fruitgrowers hare been faced
wvitlh reg-arding- the fruit fly and other diffi-
culties may be overcome. Great progress
has been made in the Spearwood district
because of the community spraying that has
been maintained there. The same procedure
c-ould be adopted with advantage in other
frn itgrowing districts. An increased expendi-
ture of £11,706 is provided for in the Esti-
mnates and in view of the development that
is proceeding, I am sure no one will question
the wisdom of that provision. I regret, how-
ever, that I can see nothing on the Estimates
to indicate that a cool chamber is to be con-
structed on Victoria Quay at Fremantle. A
request for the establishment of those facili-
ties has been before the Government for a
long time. To the exporters of fruit, this is
a matter of first class importance. While
no item appears on the Estimates, 1 hope
that sthe M1inister will he able to arrange
for some provision being made on the Loan
Estimates. The importance that the produc-
ing community attach to the question of
marketing has been acknowledged by the
Minister, and we are indebted to him in that
a Bill to control the marketing of primary
produicts has been introduced. The move-
went in favour of the control of markets
is world-wide. In this morning's "West Aus-
tralian" appeared a report regarding a re-
quest made by the fnsitgrowers of Victoria
for a Bill to control the marketing of their
produce. Already there is an Act in Vic-
toria and South Australia to control the
dried fruits industry and in 'New Zealand
there is legislation controlling dairying. In
South Africa consideration is being given
to the enactment of legislation of this type-
In Western Australin there is unquestion-
ahl 'v need for such leislation. It is my earn-
est hope that the Bill which is now before
the Upper House will he passed. The fact
that the area under fruit trees is steadily
decreasing should furnish evidence in justifi-
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cation for the liassing of the measure. Some
reference was made in the Legislative Coun-
cil to the operations of the committee of
.direction in Queensland and it was suggested
that my visit to that State was limited to
an interview with Mr. McGregor, of the
Council of Agriculture. As a matter of fact,
my visit included inspections of Stanthorpe,
Applethorpe, Bedland, Montville, Palm-
woods, Nrambour, faroochydore, and
Beenicigh. These are fruit growing areas
and in each centre 1 discussed the
position with growers. I ami pleased to
note the progress made in connection
with the }lospital for the Insane, but
1 regret that provision has not yet
been made for the erection of a reception
house and convalescent home at Point Heath-
cote. I am hbopeful that before the lpresent
session closes the Premier may be able to
inform the House when these necessary works
will be conmnenced. It is by no means es-
sential that the buildings shall be elaborate.
If a homely building is erected, more on
the lines of the mental reception home at
Enfield in South Australia, all that is neces-
sary wvill have been done. Under the pres-
eat conditions whereby those under observa-
tion. are held in a ward at the Perth Hos-
pital, the position is not at all satisfactory.
The accommodation is utterly inadequate to
say the least of it. I believe that when these
facilities are provided there will he a
-reduction in the number of those who,
fin account of their mental ailments, are
eonipe~led to take u1) their residence in
Claremont. The work of the After Care
Society in connection with the Hospital for
Insane is one deserving of the thanks of
the community as is also that of the Ugly
Men's Association. The Board of Visitors
continue to do good work, associated with
which is Mrs. Casson, secretary of the After
Care Society, and others working in connec-
tion with these bodies. It is interesting to
note that apart from South Australia, West-
ern Australia has, on the basis of population,
fewer cases of insanity than any other State
of the Commonwealth. Western Australia
is the Most favourably situated regarding
admissions. In this State the admissions re-
present one to every 3,436 people, whereas
in South Australia they are one to every
2,143; in New South Wale;, one to evelr
1,577; and in Queensland, one to every' 1,644.
Thus, the position of Western Australia is
best of all. A tribute should he paid to the
work of the Salvation Army, which organ-

isation has established, inebriates' homes at
Claremont and at Lincoln-,street. In the
opinion of experts those committed to the
homes because of drunkenness should be sent
there for a longer period than is customary
at present. I understand that the period of
detention is usually three weeks, and from
the standpoint of reforining the individual,
that period is practically useless, If assist-
ance is to be gained from this work the per-
iod of detention ordered should be much
longer. It is interesting to note the oceupa-
tlos of the patients who have been received
into the Hospital for the Insane. A perusal
of the returns shows that tradesmen are not
so prone to mental troubles as are unskilled
workers. I take it that the reason for that
is that the unskilled workers are faced with
greater anxiety in respect to obtaining and
retaining employment than arc those who, by
virtue of their trade, are in a position Of
comparative independence. A tradesman has
vecry little difficulty in obtaining work. The
statistics provided by the Inspector General
for the Insane seem to bear out that point.
Where tradesmen have been committed to the
care of the institution, not more than one
in any particular trade is being looked after.
Regarding the Department of the Chief Sec-
retary, I notice that £23,620 is provided on
the Estimates in connection with the Gools
Department. Here, again, I regret that no
progress has been made regarding prison
reform. Throughout Ausfralia and in most
countries of the world-, a great advance has
been made in that respect. I was hopeful
that the Government might decide that a
prison farm was desirable, or at least that
some work for prisoners might be provided.
Afforestation, quarrying and road mnaking
are three of the most popular forms of work
in which prisoners are engaged in the East-
ern States, and more particularly in New
Zealand. I have noted with pleasure the
keens interest shown by the Honorary MAin-
ister in charge of our hospitals and have
also noted the work done by the chairmen
of the Perth Hospital and of the Children's
Hospital respectively. There is great scope
for work and I ami sure that the interests
of the institutions I have referred to
are safe in the hands of those gentle-
mien. The work entails heavy responsi-
bilitv and there is great need for money.
The sanatorium at Woorolee comes uinder
this department. The work of the chief
resident medical officer and his assistant,
as well as that of the matron and of the

1648



[28 OCroBER, 1925.) 1649

staff, are keenly appreciated by the patients.
It is regrettable that the sanatorium has not
pro~ed its usefulness to the extent hoped
for when it was established; but concern-
ing Cue services of those in charge, there
can be no question. 1 listened with interest
to the remarks of the member for Gascoyne
(Mr. Ang-elo) in respect of the development
of the North-West. With him and others
1 look forward to the time when a definite
step wvill lbe taken for tihe development of
that great area. It is a part of the State
(-oIncering wvhichi I know vecry little beyond
the information I have had from northern
members. I hope it will be possible in the
nlear future for the Government to arrange
for a visit to be paid by members to some
portions of the North-West. I recall the
visit to the South-West in 1921. Although
I had been down' there on mnIn previous
occasions, yet that carefully organised tour
of inspection was most educational and
helped one to appreciate not only the diffi-
culties of settlement in the South-West, but
also its great possibilities. A visit to the
North-West would be very helpful to those
who desire to knowv something more about
that part of the State.

1Vote put and passed.

[Air. Angelo took the Chair.]

Vote--Tourist and Publicity Bureau,
£61,594:

Votes - Legislative Assembly, £2,216;
Joint House Committee, £5!,127 ; Joint
Printing Committee, e4,211; Joint Library
C7ommittee, 0375; Premier's Department,
£12,809; Governor's Establishment, £62,314;
Executive Council, £5; London Agency,
£E12,227 ; Public Service Commissioner,
£1,400; Government Motor Car Service,
£5,068; Printing, £6 2 ,D0-a greed to.

'Mr. SAMPSO'N: The State owes a good
deal to this bureau, which during the past
three or four years has shown greatly in-
creased activities. '.%r. Hayward is a re-
markably energetic man, full of initiative,
and so I should imagine this bureau is more
prosperous than ever befor-e. At one time
it was difficult even to learn where it was
situated; to-day if one desires to plan a
tour it is only necessary to go to the bureau
to get the fullest information. I notice
there is on the Estimates of the department
an increase of £78. In my view, because of

the numbers of people who still leave this
State to go East for a holiday, a far greater
increase in the Estimates would have been
justified. Too nmnny of our people forget
the delights of the South-lest, the beauties
of our caves, the comfort of the Caves
House and the enjoyable motor drives
throughl the jarrah and karri country to
Augusta. I wish to congratulate the depart-
ment. 1 have no citiim to offer except
that I think the increase of £78 is a little
inadequate.

\'Ott I'm and pas~ed.

V'ote-Literary and Scientific
etc., £0,450:

Grants,

item, Law Library, £100:

M\r. DAVY: Although the general im-
pression is that the Law Library appearing

here is a lawyers' library, it is nothing of
the sort. it is a library that has to he kept

as part of the Supreme Court machinery.
it is used by the judges of the High Court,

by various magistrates and of coarse by the

otficers of the Crown Law Department.
The grant of £;100 is entirely inadequate;
it does not pay halt the salary of the

librarian. Some time ago the legal profes-
Sion put up a suggestion to the Premier

that this vote might be supplemented and a

proper library maintained. For this library

as it stands is one of the worst law libraries

in Australasia and is seriously out of date.

The proposition made by the profession was
that if the Premier were able to provide
£700 or £800 per annum, the profession

would find the balance necessary in the first

place to establish a chair of law at tbfd
University, ad in the second place to bring
this library uip to date. I should like to
hear from the Premier whether he sees any

possibilty of finding £700 or £800 next Year.
it would enable a chair of law to be estab-

lished at the University, which would make
it possible for any young man of brains
and character to become a member of the
legal profession and wvould at the same time
convert the law library into something to be
proiud of.

The PREMIER: This item of £100
has been provided annually for many
years past. I do not know where the
library is situated other than that it is in
the Supreme Court building, and as to the
quality of the library, I have no knowledge
of it. The proposal referred to by the hon.
member was that the legal profession should
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assist in the establishment of a chair of law
at the University. They were to find £40
or £500 per annum.

Mir. Davy: As a minimum.

The PREMIER. )Yes, if the Government
would find the balance, amounting to £C700
or £800 per annum. The governing authori-
ties of the University also approached me
during the past month or two.with a request
for the provision of funds to establish the
chair of law. I have not been able to meet
their wishes in this respect. The amount
the University requires each year for the
carrying out of its ordinary functions is
increasing by approximately £1,500 per
annum. I ",as not able to find any greater
amount for this year. I am hopeful, how-
ever, of being able p~erhaps to do something
in the direction indicated by the hon. mem-
ber next year. it would be of considerable
advantage to many' of our young people if
they were able to study law at the Uni-
versity and at the same time follow up some
more ordinary avocation instead of, as at
present, having to go into a solicitor's office
-withouit any reward or salary for a year or
twvo. If we had the facilities provided at
our own University it would enable many
,of our bright young people to qualify for
the law, which is denied to them to-day. it
is the old story of the State expanding in.
many directions and having insufficient
funds to meet the requests that pour
in from day to day on the Treasurer.
Frequently one is faced with the serious
problem of deciding what should he cut
out and what should be provided for.
Members in the exercise of their rights will
not hesitate to criticise the Treasury if the
deficit should be too large, and even if the
deficit should disappear, there will be re-
quests for the reduction of taxation and of
ehar es for sen-ices rendered. Conse-
quently the desire for the establishment of
'new activities involving additional expen-
diture must create some difficulty. H~o*-
ever, I shall not lose sight of the matter,
end I hope nest year to he able to do some-
thine in the direction desired.

'Vote put and passed.

Vote--Treasury, £918,367-agreed to.

Vote-Audit, B12,7.97:

M.r. LATITAM:. When may we expect to
receive the Auditor General's report? I
'have rer-eatedly heard the present Premier
say that the Auditor General's report should

be in the hands of members before the Es-
timiates -were considered.

The PREMTIER: I have no idea when
the rej oa will 1 e available. I have no more
control over the Auditor General, or the
preparation or presentation of his report,
than has any member of this House or the
man in the street-

lHon. G. Taylor: It is only proper that
it should be so.

The PREMIER: Of course.
Mr. Latham: Still, it should be here if

it is to be of any use to us.
The PREMIUER: It is entirely proper

that the Auditor General should be free
from any intluetne on the part of the Gov-
erment.

Hon. 0. Taylor: He is the only officer
that l'arliament has.

The PREMIER : That is so.
.kr. Latham: -His report should be pre-

sented before the Estimates are considered.
The PREMTER: Perhaps I may be able

to convey the hon. member's views to the
Auditor General. I shalt ascertain to-mor-
row wvhen the report is likely to be avail-
able.

Voe put and pa&ssed.

Vote - Compassionate allowanices, etc.,
£1,789-a greed to.

Vote-Government Savings Bank, f.35,911:

Mr. THOMSON: There is an apparent
decrease of £C19,000 in the revenue expected,
from the Government Savings Bank. I
should like the Premier to explain the rea-
son. I voice a strong objection to passing
tle Estimates with out having had an oppor-
tunity to consider the Auditor General's re-
port. I am not blaming the Treasurer;, it is
his job to rush the Estimates through.

The Premier: I have nothing to do with
the Auiditor General's report.

Mr. THOMSON: T am aware of that, but
the financial year closed nearly four months
ago and the report should be available.

Hon. GI. Tay-lor: We rarely get it any
earlier.

Mr. THOMSON: The Premier is fortun-
ate in getting his Estimates through to this
stag-e so quickly.

Mr. LAMBERT: In the Eastern States
one is forcibly impressed with the activity
shown b-y the State Savings Banks. The
branedies of our Savings Bank are obscured
oW poled awayv in corners that are hardly
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a'vessiole and the existence of which the
pulie are hardly aware.

Hun. G. Taylor: That is on account of
the Commonwealtlu Bank step;:irg in.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is true, but it I as
11ot prevented Victoria from adopting- a most
vigurous. policy to do' elop its bank. Some
of the moat beautiful buildings in Melbourne
and in the contry districts of Victoria are
those occupied by the State Sav-ings 'Bank.
It k regrettable that the Commonwealth
BLiak should have entered the savings bank
business.. The cheapest money a country can
get i. the savings of its own people, and we
ini Western AUstralia have not exploited those
resources to the extent we shotild have done.
All the employees of tWe Government should
he agents of the State tryinz to bring, busi-
ness to the Government Savings Bank. I
do not know that anything can he done to
culrb the idea of the Commonwealth to make
its hank a national bank. Some people rave
about nationalisation, hut the greatest pos-
sible challenge to freedom is the desire of
the Commonwealth to nationalise banking.
This 'ill probabl 'y prove to he the- greatest
curse of all nationalisation.

Mr, Davy: The Commonwealth is not at-
tern' tiar to nationalise bank-ine.

M.Nr. LAVB1EIIT: It is, to the exclusion
of States that enjoy self-governing powers.

Mr. Davy: You do not call their running
one bank nationalising baniking.

Mr. lUndaay: Your party Agreed to the
Commonwealth Bank.

'Ar. LAMBERT: I say' the greatest pos-
sible menace would be the nationalisation of
hankng.

Mr. Lindsay: Or any other nationalisa-
tion.

Sir. LIAMBERT: When the bon. member
is even suiperficially informed of other
notion alisation, I shall discuss it with him.
The constantt encroachment of the Common-
wealth upon the avenues of State finances
may even extend to the rig-hts we enjoy to-
daY.

MrT. Davy: Do you say that the starting
of one hank amounts to the nationalising of
bankinz *

Mr. Munsie: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment have denationalised the bank.

'Mr. LA'MBERT: T do not desire to pro-
ceed further with that aspect

'Mr. Latham: I should think not after
your rolleapne, has let you down.

Mr. LAXBERT: There is not suffkciez
activ ity displayed by the Government Sai
ings Bank. The head office is a miserabl
little hovel in Hay-street, whereas in Vii
toria and New South Wales the offices c
the State Savings Banks are almost palata
buildings. TIke Premier should endeavour t
develop tna active policy for the one branc
(if banking left to us. I hope be will giv
us an assurance that be does not intendt
btand by and drift out of the business c
banking. There is no driving force to hol
for the State the small amount of saving
hank business that we have at presgent. Th
member for Onscoyne sug'gested earlier
the evening that ;ve should borrow sow
millions of pounds from a foreign cour
t ry. It is better to promote thril
in our own counatry and then tak
charge of the money and lend it 0111
A vigorous policy should be pursued insteal
of a policy of gradually dying, and it is ft
latter policy that is apparent in our Stat
Savings Bank.

Mr. LATHAM:- I endorse a good dea
ot what the previous speaker has said.
want to see the State making use of the pea
pne's money. Will the Treasurer conside
the transference of the Bruce Rock brandl
to the new Agricultural Bank BuildingsT

The PRE-MIER:- I have already takei
that matter up, though it is not yet decided
The Minister for Lands brought it under nm:
notice after his recent visit to Bruce Rocli

Mr. LATHAM : The Canners are pre
pared to deposit their money with the Gov
em ment.

Mr, SAMPSON: I am anxious to see on
State Savings Bank get in step with simila,
institutions in the Eastern States. We seen
to be allowing the business to go to th
Commonwealth without effective oppositiolo
A lot of cheap money is available to th
Government through the State Saving
Bank,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I realise that thi
Commonwealth Savings Bank have take;
away a lot of the business of our State Sav'
ings Bank. We knew that would happei
when the Commonwealth Savings Bank he
gar, operations here, because our people hai
been accustomed to deposit at the post office
throughout the State, the post offices heini
the State Savings Bank branches. Natur
ally, the Commonwealth immediately sub
ctituted their savings bank for ours, Pas
01overaments and the present Governmen
have done the best they could, bult the:
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are tip against a stiff proposition in com-
peting with the Federal Government, who
control the post oillecs. If our people de-
sired to help the Stale rather than the Conm-
umonwealth, surely it would not be rnuch
trouble to themn to walk another block or so to
the State instit'ution. Can any memiber suggest
to the Government how the State Savings
Bank can be popularised" Apparently our
people are more anxious to do business wvith
the Commonwealth than with the State in
this respect.

Mr. CHESSON: The falling-off in the
deposits in the State Savings Bank is largely
our own fault. It is really duie to the agents,
the State institution employs. It is not
likely that people owing money to the store-
keeper who acts as agent for the State Savr-
ing-s Bank will go to him to bank money;
they will go to the post office every time.
Another ground of objection is the fact that
the chartered banks are frequently employed
as agents for the State Savings Bank.

Mir. E. B. JOHNSTON: Has the question
oft amalgamation of the Federal and State
Savings Banks. come up for consideration?
When Mr. Fishier was Pimne Minister lie
made the State Governments a proposal
under which the two banks would be amal-
gamanted and about 80 per cent. of all the
imoney in (he savingis bank at the time of
amalgamation was to be retained by the
State, and], further, about 8O per cent. of
increase in deposits was to be placed at the
disposal of the State Government at one-
half per cent, above the rate of interest paid
by the Commonwealth Savings Bank. If
sudh an arrangement had been entered into,
the Western Australian Government would
have had the use of a good deal more sav-
iagi bank money than they have to-day, and
w ould have been protected in the event of
large loans, such a~i war loans, which mean
Fcravv iwithdrawals from the savings banks.
Arc the Treasmury officials in a position to
endvise the Government whether it would not
be better from the State point of view-
the only point of view with which I am con-
cerned-if there were an amalgamation of
savings banks on the terms mentioned? I
believe such an offer has been accepted in
both Queensland and Tasmania. I am not
forgetful of the sentimental desire to retain
the Stale Savings Bank under the control of
the Western Auistralian Government.

The PREMIER:. In reply to the ques-
tion raised by the Opposition Leader re-
garding the diifference in profits, 1924 was

an abnormal year with its profit of £31,000.
No previous year had yielded more than
£27,000, Investment receipts last year were
£15,280 lower than for the previous year.
This was caused by the redemption of State
debentures of £150,000, the interest on which
was 5 per cent, The redemption was for the
pnrpose of meeting cash requirements. There
was also the repayment of a deposit of
£175,000 with the Western Australian Bank,
which was earning 5V4 per cent. That be-
ing repaid, the interest on it was lost. Fur-
ther, there were holdings of cash in antici-
pation of withdrawals of money to be placed
in Anstralian loans. The experience of the
savings bank authorities is that whenever
Australian loans are placed on the rmarket,
there are considerable withdrawals for in-
vestment in such loans. Accordingly cash
was held to meet possible withdrawals, and
the bank lost the interest which would other-
wvise have accrued fromn that source. So
the difference between the two sets of figures
is accounted for. As regards the position of
thec State Savings Bank, I do not think it is
quite fair to compare Western Australia
with, say, Victoria or INew South Wales. It
inay be that the savings banks of those
States have finer buidings, have palatial
offices; but Perth is a very small city in
comparison with M1elbourne or Sydney.
Moreover, the State Savings Bank has great
difficulty in securing agents. In Victoria
znid New South Wales populous country
towns where it is payable to rent a building
or put up a building in a prominent position
are far more numerous than here. So the
Victorian and New South 'Wales institutions
enjoy greater publicity than would prove
payable in our comparatively small coun-
try centres.

MAr. Lam bert: What about the bead office
in Perth?

The PREMIER:- That is one of the diffi-
culties under which we labour with regard
to the housing of our Government depart-
ment'. They are sprawling- all over the city.

M[r. Sampson: Bat the bank is the awful
example.

The PREAIR: I t is going to cost money
to provide a new building. Some improve-
nients,-however, are in course of being car-
ried out at the head office. In the smaller
country centres where there are no Govern-
mecnt offices, the State Savings Bank manage-
mrent are forced to accept private traders as
agents. In most cases there is no choice, as
only one person can be found willing to

1652



[28 OCTOBER, 1925.] 15

accept the position of State Savings Bank
ag-ent The result is that the competition
between the State and the Commonwealth
Savings Banks has become entirely unequal-
'I he post office is the centre in the little
country towns. People naturally go to the
post office; they have business to do there.
And even if they have no business to do
there, they prefer to dto banking business
wh-ieb is so essentially of a private nature,
with a Government official rather than a
private business man. To he quite frank, I
fear that the competition between the two
banks is going to be even more unequal in
future.

Mr. Sampson: Do you think our people
appreciate the importance of dealing with
their own State hank?9

The PREMTEIL: They aught to do so. I
do not know that we should enter into a
great publicity campaign in order to induce
them to do business with their own savings
bank.

Mfr. Sampson: That has been clone in the
Eastern States.

The PREMIER : Ye;, I know; but
whether we would get a return commensu-
rate with the outlay required is a point on
which I am doubtful. What the member
for it . Margaret says is undoubtedly the
fact: the people of this State seem to pre-
fer the Commonwealth Bank. One reason
is facility and convenience. Our people
were always used to do their banking at A.
post office in the days before tbc Corn-
nionwveslth entered into the savings bank
business.

Mr. Davy: It was called the Post Office
Savings Bank.

The PREM,%IER: That is so. The people
have continued on those lines. In Victoria
there are the two institutions competing
in the savings bank business with a popu-
lation of one and a quarter millions.
Naturally both the State Savings Bank
and the Commonwealth Savings Bank get
a considerable volume of business. In
Western Australia, however, with a popu-
lation of only 360,000, we have the same
amount of competition between the two
institutions. Therein is the difference.

_11r. E. B. Johnston : In the Eastern
States the savings banks lend a lot of
money to the people for building homes
and so on.

The PREMIER: I know that
lion is not at all satisfactory.
crease in the deposits in the

the posi-
The in-

Common-

wealth Savings Bank exceeds our own by
a considerable amount.

Hon. 0. Taylor :That is the worst.
L 4
feature.

The PREMIER The member for
Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston)
raised the question of amalgamation. That
matter has again cropped up recently. It
will be within the knowledge of members
thab an agreement WAS practically com-
pleted between the previous Government
and the Commonwealth authorities for an
amalgamation, It was not proceeded with
so far as Parliament was concerned and
the matter dropped until it was revived
recently.

Mr. Thomson: Why did the Government
not go on with it'? It seemed to me to be
an advantageous offer.

The PREMI1ER : It may be that one
newspaper which came out -withi big flaring
headlines regarding what they termed a
betrayal of the people, had something to
do with it. I do not know whether that
was why the amalgamation proposal was
dropped.

Mr. Stubhs: Do you favour the amal-
garnation of the State and Commonwealth
Savings Bank businesses?

The PREMIER: At this stage I am not
prepared to commit myself. The matter
is under discussion and a decision will
probably have to be given upon it within
the next few weeks. I think I am safe in
saying that if the old agreement had been
proceeded with, the State would have ob-
tained, and would be likely to obtain in the
fulture, much more money than it is re-
ceiving under the present separate ar-
rangement. It -was then proposed that
the State should be handed over 70 per
cent. of any increased deposits, That
would have amounted to more than ire
have at our disposal under the existing
arrangement.

Mr. Sampson: Was that proposed agree-
ment for a definite period?9

The PREMIER: Yes, I think it was foi
a great many years. I do not think the
savings bank question is one we should
view altogether from a parochial stand-
point. I am as keen as anyone else tc
resent encroachments upon State domain5
by the Federal Government, but at the
same time, I do not not know that we ma)
not:, carry that policy too far. There ma3
be some directions in which it would he
of advantage to Western Australia ft
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effect amalgamations. There is no doubt
that the Commonwealth Bank is here to
stay and its business will be an ever in-
creasing one, while ita activities will
probably be extended to other towns in
various parts of the State in the near
future.

Hon. 0. Taylor: I do not think anyone
anticipated that the Commonwealth Bank
would embark upon01 the Savings Bank busi-
ness.

The PREMIER : No, but having em-
harked upon it, they wvill not leave it. I
think it woe very wrong for the Common-
wealth to have started in that sphere.

Mr. Thomson: It was an absolute inva-
sion of the State's rights.

The PREMIER: That is so, but having
commenced the business, it will extend, be-
cause of the position I have referred to in-
eluding the unfair competition with oar
own institution, the post offices and so on.

Mr. Stubbs : If an amalgamation be
effected, what will become of the officers
of the State Savings Bank?

The PREMIER : I presume provision
will have to be made for the officers to be
taken over as was done with the Taxation
Department. We will have to provide
against the possibility of the Com-
mionwealth, after an experience ex-
tending over a few years, withdrawing
from any agreement that we may make
with them. As a matter of fact, the State
made a bad bargain in connection with the
amalgamation of the State and Federal
Taxation Departments. This mistake was
that we did not provide for the agreement
continuing- over a sufficient number of
years. To-day the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment are demanding a much greater
stun from us on account of the work
of collecting our taxation, otherwise they
s~y, we can take back out own de-
partment and collect our own taxation.
That was an oversight on the part of Par-
liamenit and in any amalgamations effected
in the f uture, we must see that the agreement
will cover a period of years, making pro-
vision, -however, for termination or alteration
by mfutul1 Consent. Under the present agree-
ment rega1rding the Taxation Department the
Commonwealth can withdraw from the ar-
rangecment and ean dictate its own terms as
to what we shall pay' , failing which the Corn-
rnonwealth can tell us to re-establish oii own
Jelpartrnent.

Mr. Stubbs. Then it was a rotten arrange-
ment.

Thbe PREMIER: If I remember arigbt,.
the proposal in the agreement regarding the-
amalgamation of the savings hank was for a
period of 50 years. However, that question
will receive thie consideration of the Govern-
ment at an early date, I realise we are up
against strong competition cud probably, un-
der some amalgamation anrangement, wve shall.
receive considerably more money than under
the existing conditions.

Hon. G. Taylor: There are ample facili-
ties for our people to bank with the State
institution if they desire to do so.

The PREMIER: I think so. We en-
deavour to establish agencies in every small
district hut there is great difficulty in doing-
it. Sometimes we have a hank and* some-
times we have the local storekeeper.

Mr. Heron: People do not like banking
%rith their storekeeper, to whom they may owe,
money.

The PREMIER: That is one difficulty.
Mr. Stuibbs: The present bead office in

the city is an uninviting one.
Mr. rlHOM SON: I am pleased that we

have received this explanation from the Pre-
mier. The position regarding the State Sav-
ings Bank is rather to be regretted and we
shall have to give that matter serious con-
siderstion. I would draw the Premier's at-
tention to the state of the bank premises at
Kntanning. The building was erected to
accommodate perhaps three or tour men. If
the premises were under the supervision of
an inspector under the Factories Act I am
afraid there would be a prosecution. In my
opinion it would be wise to erect new build-
ings for the savings bank and a new court-
house. The Agricultural Bank could he
transferred to the old courthouse and the
present buildings could be litiiised for what
they were originally intended. 1 trust the
Premier will make some inquiries regarding
the position at Katanning. The Premier
stated that he proposed to make a certain
amount of money available for workers'
homes, but if we were to adopt the system
in operation in the Eastern States whereby
those desirous of providing homes for them-
selves could get accommodation from the
State Savings Bank, it would prove a profit-
able investment for us. As the member for
MtC Leonora remarked, the system of bank-
ing with the storekeeper in country towns
is uinsatisfactory for the reasons that have
been given. As to the amalgamation pro-
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posal, whatever arrangements are made must
receive serious consideration. WVhen sihin
question was mooted some years ago, when
Sir Jamnei itchell was- Premier, I was priv-
ileged to see the conditions and they seemed
reasonable enough. 1 'regret that the ama-
gaination was not decided upon.

Mr. MARSHALL: While I agree with the
Premier regarding the facilities in outback
centres for the State Savings Bank business,
there are son-he anomalies. I do not boast
of inside knowledge regarding the activities
of the State Savings Bank, but difficulties
arise regarding withdrawals. If a man has
a banking account in Geraldton and desires
to withdraw the money at some other centre
he has to wait intil such time as Perth coin-
niunicates with Geraldton and the money is
trans;ferred. T had an experience of that
sort two days ago. I was notified thatI
would have to wait until next Monday be-
fore I could get the money' . In the Corn-
nmonwealth Bank there is a system under
which they have the signature of the d-
positor, and once he is identified, he can
drawv any amount that he desires. He cani-
not do that with the State Bank.

Mr. Sampson: Can that be done in small
branches of the Commonwealth bank?

Mr. MARSHALL: I think so. It is only
under the State system that I have found
I could not druv tip to the limit of my at-
count.

M)r. Thomson: A limit is set at small post
offices.

M1r. MARSHALL: Yes, a limit of £10
on demand. But ever, at the head office of
the- State Savings Bank one cannot close his
account until the officials have communicated
with the branch office where the account was
openied. These delays must have a preju-
dicial effect on the bank's business. As for
the point raised hy the member for Cue (Mr.
Chesson), I know that people do not like
having to transact their private banking
business with the local storekeeper.

Mr. SAM1PSON: One other matter: -I
have been informed that clients of the Com-
monwealth Saving'-s Bank in this State are
able to operate on their accounts in other
States when visiting those States. I believe
al-o there is now an arrangement uinder
whieh our Slate Sarines Bank reciprocates
,with similar banks in other States.

XVWe put and pasccii

I %v -Cover,, rn-nl Slorex f£16.4.95-ag reed

Vote-Taxation, £24,031:

Mr. THOMSON: I should like to know
whether the Premier will take into consider-
ation the bringing down of a bill to amend
taxation in respect of rabbit-proof fencing,
and so bring our Act into unifornity with
the Federl Act.

'The CHATRIIAN: We cannot discuss
legislation on the Estimates.

Mr. THOMSON: No, but perhaps the
Premier will indicate his attitude.

The Premier: .1 do not think we can have
any amendment of the taxation Acts this
year.

Mr. THOMN:2 I understood from the
Premier's Budget Speech that the amount
paid to the Conmmonwealthl for the collection
of taxes was likely to be increased.

The Premier: Even now it is the subject
of communication between our Government
and the Commonwealth.

Vote put and passed.

[Mr. Paton took the Chair.]

Vote-Wrkers' Homes Board, Z12,843:

Mr. STUBBS: Quite recently several
applications for workers' homes in country
districts, have been turned down on the
score of no funds, and quite a number of
other applications have beeni received that
will not he dealt with for some months to
come, Is it not piossible for the Premier to
advance more money for the Workers'
Homes, Board?9 The Act was introduced
by a Lahour Government many years ago.
It has worked well and given entire satis-
faction, and I should like to see its opera-
tions extended. That is why I ask the Pre-
mier whether there is any possibility of in-
creasing the grant to enable all genuine
applications to be met.

Mfr. HUGHES: I understand that the
approved schedule of applications will be
exhausted somewhere about Christmas time1
and that the board have a number of com-
munications from peolple who have not put
in definite applications. I should like to
know fromt the Premier whether, when the
present approved schedule is exhausted,
public notice will be given so that any per-
son who wants to make application can do
so, or whether the board will then go on to
exhaust the list of communications that
hav e been received. When the schedule is
exhausted the fairest way to deal with ap-
plicants will be to give public notice, so
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that all desirous of obtaining, advances from
the board shall be on the same footing.
Some land is owned by the hoard on the
hill at East Perth overlookingi the river,
one of the finest residential sites in Perth.
That land is lying idle. It would provide
space for only six or eight homes, and it
is a pity the money cannot be found to
erect those half-dozen houses. It would be
a sound business proposition, for the land
is earning nothing at Ipresent, whereas as
soon as the homes are erected, they will be
returning rent.

The PREMIER: I said in the course of'
the Budget statement that the Workers'
Homes Board would have available this year
49,000 for new homes.

Mr. Stubbs: That will niot go far. There
are about 100 applications in already.

The PREMIER : it will not go fat', but
that is a larger amount than has been avail-
able for somne years. This is money that
will come to the board by way of repay-
nments. 1 shall not be in a position to say
whether any new money will he made avail-
able until I make uip the Loan Estimates.
There has not been any new money utilised
for this purpose for many years, not since
1915, 1 think. Altogether £525,500 has
been expended and it has been a splendid
investment, It has not cost the State any-
thing, and the values are much greater to-
day because both land and buildings have
increased in value. The reason no new
Capital has been made available is because
of the financial stringency and because the
rate of interest has increased. It was felt
that if money was borrowed at a high rate
of interest, the weekly payments would be
beyond tile financial resources of the work-
ers. 1 was hoping to be able to resume
building with new money as soon as the
interest rate came down, The position of
the mioney market at the moment is not
bright, not so bright as it was a few weeks
ago. The terms suggested for loans in
London to-day are not so good as could
have been obtained a few weeks ago. It is
my desire to have homes erected. The
board have extended their activities to coun-
try districts in the last few years, and it is
their intention to continue that policy.
There is need for workers' homes, in the
country districts as well as in the metro-
politan area.

Mr. Stubbs: If you provide workers'
homes in the country, it will prevent a lot
of people from drifting hack to the city.

The PREMIER: It is at question of how
much money we can set aside for this pur-
pose, having regard to the commitments in
other directions. I shall endeavour to find
so me0 nione v when the Loan Estimates are
prepared.

Mir. SAMPSON: Will special considera-
tion be given to country applications? The
difficulty of securing a home in the country
is considerably greater than in the city.
To finane a home in thle country is diffi-
cult, whereas it is comparatively easy in
thle city.

The Premier: 31luch has been done in
the country districts in the last fewv years,
compared with what was done previously.

Mlr. SAMPSON : But work has been
sto1pped during the last few months.

'rie Premier: No, it has not, because I
have approved of two homes this week.

Mr. TEE SDALE: Is there any regula-
tion against erecting workers' homes in the
North-West? On several occasions I have
endeavoured to arrive at the office door
when there was a little credit balance, but
I have always been quite out od it. I am
given to understand that there is a mileage
limlitation at -which these homes are erected,
and I should like to know whether that is
so, It seems to he understood that there is
to be no building in the North-West of
soldier homes or workers' homes. The
Premier will recognise that if there is a
place where homes are requisite at a reason-
able figure, it is in the North, where it is
difficult for workers to erect homes on ac-
count of the high cost of material and heavy
freight. I should like to know whether I
ani up against a brick wall or whether there
is a chance of getting a couIple of workers'
homes for the North-West, if only for the
novelty of looking at themn. We have none
there at present.

The PREMIER: The North-West is no
worse off in this respect than are the gold-
fields. Thle board haove not embarked on thle
erection of workers' homnes at Kalgoorlie,
Boulder or in the NL\orth-Wecst. It is prob-
ably considered that the secuirity is not as
good as it might be owing to the uneertainty
of the goldfields, and perhaps it is considered
there is some uncertainty about the North-
West as wvell. These little towns rise and
fall, and if a building were erected at
a cost of £400 or £500, it might not be
of much value in a few years on account
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of depression of trade. It has been the
Ipolicy of the hoard to confine themselves
to reliable securities such as I assume the
ordinary banking institutions would take.
1 know this was a source of complaint dur-
ing the first years following the passing
of the Act, so I suppose I shall have to
give the member for Roebiourne the doleful
reply that the 'North-West will not have
workers' homes.

Mr. ANGELO: I am surprised at the
Prmier comparing the security of an es-
tablislhed port in the North-West with that
of a goldfields town depending entirely upon
an industry that in time must disappear.

The Premier: I did not conipare the two;
1 said po9sibly the board regarded it in
that light.

Hon. S. W. 31unsie. Workers' homecs in
the North might be blown away by a willy-
willy, or eaten by white ants, and there
would he no security at all.

Mr. ANGELO: I hare not known a house
at Carnarvon to be blown away. The boaTrd
are quite ready to build homes at Carnar-
von; in fact they had special plans pre-
pared suitable for semi-tropical country.
Unfortunately, however, when. applications
were made-about 23 altogether-it was
Found that the hoard had spent all their
money. As to security, the Associated
Banks lend money to businesses at Carnar-
von without any diffieulty. The purpose
of the 'Workers' Homes Board is to afford
assistance to workers who cannot afford to
go to the Associated Banks. It is within
my knowledge that at least a dozen estim-
able workers have had to leave Carnarvon
with their families because they could not
get homes. Their retention at Carnarvon
would hare assisted to populate the North.
While advantages obtaining in the South
are not extended to the Not it is not
possible to have that population there which
I feel sure the Premier earnestly desires.

V*ote put and passed.

1'ote-M-Iiscel-oneous servrices, £689,340:

Item, Parks, Recreation Grounds. etc.,
£2,700:-

Mr. THOMSON: Is the amount of £300
for "other grounds" allocated to some
special account!

The PREMIER: The distribution of the
mioney is set out in the public accounts.

The King's Park reeeives £2,400, the Point
Walter Reserve £100, the Bayswater Road
Board £50, the Muindaring Weir Road Board
£50, and so on. The distribution is on simni-
lar lines to that of pretiOls. years. WXhen
f first came to this Rouse, the amount was
much larger and the piractitce was to give
grants to parks throughout the State,. For
reasons of finance the grants were gIradui-
ally reduced to a minimum. The goldfields
townis keenly fee! the need of assistance

because of the long dry summer, hut for
years past no money has, been found for
them.

Item, Refunds of Revenuie not otherwise
provided for, £20,000:

Mr. THOM.NSON: What is the e' planation
of this item, and what is the explanation
of the itemn appearing next, £7,000 for com-
mission on intert paid, etc.?

The PREMIER: "Refunds of revenue
not otherwise provided for" mainly' repie-
sent refunds from the rlaxatiotl lepartnient.
Members know that the department assess
a man with an amount of tax, and that
whether he objects or appeals be has to pay
Ute ariount of the asscsnont. Afterwards
it may be found that he is being compelled
to pay too mnuch, and then a refund has to
he made. That is what this item is for.
The other item is for the work of keeping
thie accounts of our loans in Iondon. The
Westminster Bank receive a small commis-
sion.

Item, Interest and Exchange, L219,00:
'Mr. THOMSON: What is the explanation

of this item?

The PREMIER: It represents interest
on hank overdrafts in the Eastern States
and in London, and also exchange on re-
mittancs between the various States, and
so forth. It is not expected that interest
oin overdrafts will hie so great this; year as
last year, by reason of flotations. Our
overdrafts will not he so high because we
hope to float loans.

Items, Expenses of Deportation of Rob-
ert Fletcher V7, Expenses of Deportation
of J. Antuloo, a Jugo-Slav, £25:

'Mr. LAT HAM: Were these two men
group settlers?

The PREMIER: Yes. I gave instruc-
tions to substitute 'repatriation"l for "de-
portation." They were returned for health
reasons, In some cases it is cheaper to
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pay fates back to the Old World than to
keep people on our Charities Department,
possibly for years.

'Vote put and .passed.

Progress reported.

HOUSe adj7ourned at 11 p.m.

1. itlativc Council,
Thursday, 291h October, 1925.

Leave of Absence .. .. .. ..
Motion: Railway DinigLCn
Bills: Land Act Amendment, Corn-.... .....
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od tlritration Act Amendment, Corn.
Municipal Corporations Act Amendment, 2L.
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16a8
1658
loot
1661
1662
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1668

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read p)rayers5.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion boy Hon. J. R. Brown, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to the Hon. T. Moore (Central) on
the ground of urgent private business.

MOTION-RAILWAY DINING OARS.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[4,35] : I move-

That the present system of leasing the
(lining ears on the railways, especially on the
Goldfields line, is detrimental to the best in-
terests of the State, and should be immediately
altered or revised.

I submit this motion to the House because
of a number of complaints and adverse
comments that have been made for some
time past as to the meals and fruit obtain-
able on the Ooldfields trains. As members
know, the Goldfields service carries quite a
number of visitors to this State, and it seems
to me that we should equip the train as
well as possible with the produets of the

State. We'( had an instance only the other
day of one of the delegates to the Imperial
Press Congress who, when coming- down
by the train, remarked facetiously, "I
thought this was a good fruitgrowing coun-
try." I said, "It is a good fruitgrowing
country." H~e replied, "I suppose you ex-
port all that is of any value and you your-
selves eat the windfalls." He was ref er-
ring to the quality of fruit placed on the
table of the dining car. Members who use
that and other railway services know well
the miserable fruit provided in a country
that ought to ad' ertise by every possible
means its capacity to grow excellent fruit.
I ha9ve tabled the motion to direct attention
to the mnatter in the hope that this state
of affairs may be remedied. The Chief
Secretary, in reply to a question I put the
other day, informed me that the Railway
Department received £C100 per annum from
the lessee for the right of conducting the
refreshment ear from IKalgoorlie to South-
emu Cross. That £100 has to come out of
somnething, and it comes out of the food,
thus giving the State a, bad advertisement
while proving of very little benefit to the
Railway Department. On the whole service,
according to the reply of the Chief Secre-
tary, the Government receive £1,250 10s.
per annum. All that money has to be made
out of the food and fruit partaken of in
the dining and buffet cars, and the revenue
benefits the department very little as com-
pared with the bad advertisement it gives
to the State. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways should endeavour to improve the ser-
vice.

Hon. A. Burvilt: Then vow believe in
State trading!

H-on. A. 1LOYEKIN: I have moved the
motion merely in order to direct attention
to the Matter.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [4.383 1
could have wished that 'Mr. Lovekin had in-
cluded in the motion that all papers relat-
ing to the leasing of railway dining cars
and refreshment rooms to the present con-
tractor be laid upon the Table. I hope the
Minister will table the papers. There are
rumours abroad that are anything but
savoury regarding the way in which the
present contractor secured his contract. I
am given to understand on reliable authority
that hetter offers were made by other ten-
uierers, Tt is %%eli known that the contract


